
CAPITOL NEIGHORHOODS, INC.

MINUTES of Executive Council Meeting Held April 28, 2015.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Vercauteren  (President),  Queensland,  Plotkin,  Stitt,  Kamps,  Mayer,  Ostlind, 
Fabick,  Broughman,  Mohs,  Negrin,  Scott  Kolar,  Mary  Kolar,  Brabender,  Skrentny,  Warman,  Cooper, 
O’Brien and Ald. Verveer.

I. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER by Vercauteren. There is a quorum.

II. MINUTES of March EC meeting are APPROVED without change; on MOTION by Mohs, SECOND 
by Brabender.

III. TREASURER’S REPORT. Plotkin reports a bank balance of $12,511.64. He said our first quarter  
performance, ending March 31, is trending well and is close to normal.

IV. DOWNTOWN POLICE REPORT. No one present.

V. COUNTY SUPERVISOR REPORT. This  is  a  new item that will  appear  regularly  on the agenda.  
County Supervisor Mary Kolar will update us on significant county issues. Kolar discussed the 

Enbridge pipeline that runs for twelve miles through the northeast corner of Dane County. While federal 
law prohibits the county from banning pumping, the county is requiring an additional $100 million of 
general casualty and $25 million of environmental impact liability insurance. Kolar explained that this is 
what the market allows and what the county asked for. She is not sure whether Enbridge will take legal 
action to oppose it. 

According  to  Kolar,  something  must  be  done to  address  the  deteriorating  conditions  in  the 
county jail. The question is whether to replace or renovate the existing jail. She said the conditions in the 
current 1950s era jail are dangerous to anyone. Mohs commented that this is a complicated issue with 
lots of moving parts. He is interested in hearing Kolar’s opinion. Kolar answered that there are probably 
not significant cost savings in renovation versus replacement. Mohs added that the costs of transporting 
prisoners to court will be huge if they are housed elsewhere. Mayer suggested that, when advocating for 
a new jail, the issue should be framed as one of safety rather than one of incarcerating more people. 
Kolar agreed. She encouraged people to tour the current jail to see the conditions. Newer facilities are 
designed more humanely and are safer. She said newer facilities are better able to deal with people who 
have mental health issues, noting that the two largest “mental health facilities” in the state are the 
Milwaukee County and Dane County jails.  Cooper asked how viable the continued use of the Public 
Safety Building is. Kolar answered that this is also part of the discussion. Brabender asked who we should 
contact for a tour of the jail. Sheriff Mahoney, Kolar answered. Stitt asked what the projected cost would 
be for a new jail. Kolar answered that it could be as high as $135 million.

VI. NEW BUSINESS.

Make Music Madison. Warman  reports  that  the  promoters  of  the  event  were  invited  to 
tonight’s EC meeting, but were unable to attend. The venue that caused noise complaints in Bassett last 



year  has  not  applied  so  far.  If  they  do,  the  sponsors  told  Warman,  they  will  be  instructed  on  the 
guidelines. If we have problems with any venue, we should call police and the promoters will follow up 
with that venue. 

Proposed Name Change of Mifflin West to “Miffland.” This  was  suggested  by  Kamps  at  the 
March  EC  meeting  to  better  reflect  the  district’s  history  and  character.  Stitt  notes  that  the  name 
“Miffland” is a carryover from the hippie days of Mifflin. This is an important neighborhood close to 
important elements of the downtown and has been rated one of the most desirable neighborhoods in 
America by AARP. Stitt hopes that this designation helps in the effort to preserve the neighborhood. He 
believes  that  it  should  be up to  that  district  to  decide whether  to  change its  name,  not  us.  If  the 
neighborhood wants  to come forward with a proposal  for a  name change that  it  supports,  we can 
approve it. Mohs agrees and notes that houses are being fixed up in Mifflin and, like Mansion Hill and 
Langdon neighborhoods, it is close to downtown amenities and to the UW. It has its history and should 
be a great neighborhood. Mohs said he would be proud to live in “Miffland.” Kamps commented that in 
this time of its changing character, it makes sense to rename the neighborhood to reflect its history. 

A MOTION by Stitt, with a SECOND by Mohs to approve the name change to “Miffland” led to 
the following discussion. Scott Kolar pointed out that this will require a change in the bylaws. Plotkin 
agrees, noting that it requires approval by active members at two consecutive membership meetings, 
and added that the bylaws could use tweaking. We could change the bylaws to allow the EC to approve a 
district’s  name  change.  Vercauteren  suggested  that  we  informally  approve  the  name  change  now, 
subject  to  full  membership  approval.  Brabender  said  he would  prefer  the  change to  “Miffland  and 
Dayton.”  Kamps  responded that  Google  Maps  and  others  already  refer  to  it  as  “Miffland”  and,  he 
believes, this name best encompasses the entire district and neighborhood. Vercauteren added that it 
should be the district’s decision how to brand itself. Ostlind referred to other neighborhoods that have 
successfully  branded  themselves.  They  distribute  brochures  with  its  brand  at  local  hotels  providing 
information about the neighborhood. Kamps hopes that with this change, signage and branding will be 
made easier in Mifflin. Vercauteren added that the Finance Committee has discussed taking up the issue 
of re-branding once our website transition is complete. We would look for someone to do design work to 
develop a theme. He commented that the Period Garden Park signage is a big step in that direction.

The discussion concluded and the motion to adopt the name change to “Miffland” is APPROVED.

Madison College Downtown Campus Proposal. Madison College President  Jack  Daniels 
recently recommended to the school’s board of directors that the school close its downtown campus 
and construct a new one on the city’s south side. The board has not yet acted on his recommendation. 
Vercauteren  asked  what  should  be  our  position  on  this  and  what  should  we  do?  He  believes  the 
consensus is that this is a bad idea. He asked whether we ought to draft a position statement to be given 
to President Daniels and the board. A lengthy discussion followed.

Queensland asked why Daniels is recommending this. Vercauteren answered that the school also 
plans to close its  west campus, consolidate more classes at  its Truax campus, and open a new and 
expanded campus somewhere on the south side (it currently has a campus at the Villager Mall). Daniels 



has said that it would cost $20-30 million to renovate the existing downtown campus. Mohs discussed 
Madison College’s (formerly MATC) long history in the downtown. The campus was built next to the old 
Central High School building in the 1920s. The campus grew when it added a building in 1953 across 
from the Concourse Hotel. It became overcrowded and the city allowed the school to build on city-
owned land at Truax; a move that caused pushback. At first, Mohs said, the city did not support the 
Truax  site.  But  an  agreement  was  worked  out  whereby  the  college  would  maintain  a  presence 
downtown.  The  agreement  was  not,  however,  legally  binding.   According  to  Mohs,  school 
representatives have met with many people and told everyone the school is in such a financial hole it has 
no choice.  He said they claim to have received support from many groups. They list DMI as opposed, but 
list CNI as being in support. In response to Queensland’s question, Mohs said the school believes it can 
sell the downtown building for $12 million. Mohs added that the school wants to expand its south side 
campus because it believes that area is “underserved” even though that area is only three miles from the 
downtown campus. There is some resistance from faculty. Mohs believes this should be challenged no 
matter  how well-intentioned.  He questions  the idea that  if  they  build  the new south side  campus, 
“people will come.” He asked what about other underserved areas that will not have the bus access to 
the new campus that they now have to the downtown campus. 

According to Vercauteren, Mayor Soglin has said he cannot question their decision. Neither can 
we, he added, but we could analyze it from a downtown perspective. We can consider the following 
questions:  What does the downtown campus mean to us now? What could the campus become if, 
instead of leaving, the school made a proper investment in the building and in its programs there? Can it 
be done realistically? Stitt said we should also consider what the downtown campus will become if they 
are no longer there, and what could be done with that space without tearing the building down. Stitt 
believes the school has purposely abandoned that space conceptually over the years. Do we fight, or 
look to the future, he asked? Kamps noted that a number of programs and services are still being offered 
at the downtown campus, including a museum and library. What will happen to them? Warman added 
that the downtown campus would be ideal for the arts, music and culinary arts. He asked whether, even 
if it sells the building, the college intends to maintain some presence downtown. Warman suggested that 
we ask the school to commit to maintaining a downtown presence at least with respect to some of these 
programs. Mohs noted that they had spent money on a design for a new culinary school to be built 
downtown, but ended up building it out at Truax. Warman responded that they can still provide other 
services downtown and we should push them to maintain a presence here.

According to Mohs, various architects and engineers do not believe that it will cost as much as 
$20-30 to renovate the existing building. They could, for instance, cut costs by hooking into the state’s 
hot water system. We could get a discussion going on the actual cost of renovation. Mohs noted that 
DMI fought to keep the school downtown when it went out to Truax. In response, the school committed 
to building up the downtown campus and did so at that time. As a result of that agreement, those who 
came after have benefitted. Mohs suggested that we ask to meet with Mayor Soglin to get his support 
because the campus is “an asset.” What would it hurt to push, Mohs asked? Cooper suggested that, if 
money is the issue, we tell the college that we would support a ballot initiative to obtain funding for the 
downtown  campus  renovation.  In  response,  Vercauteren  said  he  believes  technical  colleges  are  no 



longer on the property tax rolls, but are under general revenue. Queensland believes that has not yet 
been happened; they are still on the property tax rolls, but it is under discussion. Mohs pointed out that 
the school’s board can still decide how much money they want to raise. Ostlind suggested we consider 
the economic impact on downtown neighborhoods. He noted that many Madison College students live 
downtown. He believes we should also discuss with the school what they intend to do if they decide to 
dispose of the property. Will they just sell to the highest bidder? Ostlind believes we should discuss with 
them a process toward assuring an appropriate use of the property. 

Stitt observed that this gives us an opportunity to make a case to the public for the importance 
of the school’s continued presence downtown. We can have a role; we can be a “player” in this. We can 
take a stance strongly opposing this, while also thoughtfully addressing what the campus will look like in 
the future. We should emphasize, Stitt added, that it must not just be sold to the highest bidder, but 
should be maintained as a “civic space.” Brabender suggested that we support human service programs 
on  the campus,  as  those  are  important  to  the  downtown.  Plotkin  pointed out  that  many Madison 
College students reside in Bassett. Mohs believes that we should “get in the game.” Mohs pointed out 
that we are already scheduled to meet with Mayor Soglin soon and Jonathan Berry has agreed to attend 
that meeting as well.  We should let the Mayor know that we are not satisfied with the school’s proposal 
because it does not make sense to move 2-3 miles to a brand new campus. We should encourage Soglin 
to stop the vote. Mohs noted that they do not even have a site or a plan for a new south side campus. 
They could sell off the existing building to a hotel developer and never build a south side campus at all.  
Mohs believes we should ask the school to present a plan for a new campus first. Mohs suggested that a 
group of us meet with Mayor Soglin and ask him to “put the brakes on this” until the school has a plan 
and we know that “their numbers are correct.”  We might, he added, also consider asking DMI to get 
involved. 

Vercauteren agreed that we should explore with the mayor his position on this. We should find 
out whether the mayor is willing to ask the college to agree to additional process and a full community 
discussion before a final decision is made. Vercauteren agreed to participate in any discussions with the 
mayor. We should also prepare a vision statement as an organization discussing the value of Madison 
College to the downtown and exploring options for the existing site if they decide to sell. We should 
define in that statement what we as an organization believe will help the decision-makers in this process. 
Mohs believes the vision statement should include our position that we are not convinced of the wisdom 
of closing the downtown campus absent a clear justification of need for it and absent a clear plan for a 
new campus. We should state that the college owes the community a better rationale than what has 
been presented so far. Vercauteren agreed to prepare a draft statement based on the discussion so far, 
and he will  circulate  it  for  review and comment.  He pointed out  that  we are  free  to  speak out  as 
individuals on this. Queensland suggested that our position should not be that we are “opposed” but 
that the school should “postpone” action on this. He agrees that the statement should also address what 
will happen to the site and what we want there if the college leaves. Queensland also believes we should 
organize with other individuals and entities that have interests similar to ours.  Those might include: 
students, faculty, the UW, landlords, downtown businesses, etc. Stitt appreciates Vercauteren’s offer to 



draft a statement. It has to happen. Stitt will take part in the review process along with the rest of us to 
help come up with a good statement.

In response to Cooper’s question, Mohs said our next quarterly meeting with Mayor Soglin is 
scheduled for May 8 at 2:00 p.m. Cooper suggested that we have our position statement drafted before 
then. Mohs said it is very important that we get this right. Stitt agrees that we should be out there. Let’s 
start this process. Verveer noted that the Madison College board is scheduled to vote on May 13th. Mohs 
believes it will help if we go on record before then supporting a postponement of the vote. Mohs said he 
plans to attend and to speak in opposition at the May 13 meeting. Vercauteren believes we can have a 
statement for final approval within a week or so. We will then circulate it to the mayor, to Madison 
College and to the press.

Queensland  asked  whether  it  would  help  if  we  met  with  Madison  College  board  members 
individually.  Mohs answered that there is  no one from the city  of  Madison currently  on the board. 
Verveer noted that it is by statute an all-volunteer appointed board. A Madison resident will be on the 
board beginning in July. The mayors of Columbus and Fitchburg are currently on the board. Perhaps they 
would react favorably to a request by Mayor Soglin for a postponement. Verveer said we could ask 
whether anyone on the board would like to meet with us individually. 

VII. OLD BUSINESS.

Update on Membership/Communications System Upgrade.

Vercauteren reports that we have signed a contract with Davy Mayer to work on the upgrades to 
our communication system, as discussed at the March EC meeting. Mayer said the target is to have it 
released before the June Annual meeting.

VIII. DISTRICT REPORTS.

Bassett.  Cooper reports that the UDC last week gave final approved to the ULI development 
proposal  for  an  apartment  building  to  replace  the  parking  structure  between  the  Baskerville  and 
Jackman buildings on S. Carroll  St. There was a good turnout at last night’s district meeting and the 
presentation by the developers was well received, he said. Verveer added that the Plan Commission and 
city council will vote on the apartment building proposal for the site in May. 

According  to  Cooper,  Vern  Steadman  of  the  Madison  Mallards  gave  a  presentation  at  the 
meeting about the “Shale the Lake” fireworks show planned for the last weekend of June over Lake 
Monona. This will replace “Rhythm & Booms.” Verveer said Steadman also offered to give a presentation 
at the May First Settlement district meeting. Cooper said Steadman outlined the general plans for the 
event and is sincerely interested in neighborhood input. This, Cooper said, is “180 degrees” from his 
experience with the promoters of Rhythm & Booms last year. Cooper appreciates this and feels good 
about the event. Verveer reports that Mallard representatives will meet tomorrow (4/29) with city street 
use committee staff to discuss street closures for the event.



The owner of Brittingham Boats, Tyler Lieper, spoke at the meeting and discussed their plans for 
this  season. This  is  their  third year.  They will  rent kayaks,  canoes and a new pontoon boat.  Cooper 
described the business as an asset to the neighborhood. Construction work is underway in the park to 
improve the area near North Shore and Proudiftt Sts. It will extend the sidewalk to the pathway and 
includes a “little free library.” Work has also been approved for the railroad right of way. Verveer said he 
will get an update on what is happening with the crossing. One issue is whether the pathway should be 
extended to Bedford St. even though it may result in the loss of trees. It will be up to the neighborhood 
to decide, he said. This will be put on the agenda for the next Basset district meeting.

Miffland. Kamps reports that  the Domain apartment building is  now open,  while  work 
continues on the Ovation apartment building. The fire department space is being built out on the Dayton 
St. Side. Digging has begun on the site of the Johnson Bend project as well. 

At  the  most  recent  district  meeting,  police  discussed  plans  for  addressing  the  problems  at 
Philosopher’s Grove and the library. Plans include removing some of the stones to allow for a better 
pathway through the area  and working  with  nearby  business  owners.  Verveer  reports  that  the  city 
council approved resolutions to remove eleven of the stones within the next month. Those stones will be 
put in storage for now. The city will allocate $25,000 of tax money to match funds raised by the BID to 
create activities and programs for Philosopher’s  Grove and the amphitheater at  the top of  State St. 
Funds will be used to hire a coordinator for events and to pay artists. Verveer credits the BID and the 
Mayor’s office for helping on this. He said police are working on a multi-pronged strategy that includes 
increased police presence and improved lighting. Verveer said he attended a meeting with homeless 
service  providers  this  afternoon  (4/28)  in  the  mayor’s  office.  Kamps  encouraged  everyone  to  walk 
through that area and be present. The more that people are present, the more it will push back against 
the illicit behavior going on there now. 

Mayer reports that the Development Committee has been meeting to discuss the HUB-II project 
proposal for University Ave. and Gorham St.

Cooper asked whether the Mifflin Street Block Party to take place this weekend (May 2) is now a 
non-event. Kamps believes so, but said there will be increased police presence for both Mifflin St. and 
the UW’s alternative “Revelry” event that same day. He doubts there will be much more than house 
parties on Mifflin. Mayer agrees. Verveer believes it will be similar to a football Saturday. Warman asked 
whether police are going door-to-door as they have in the past.  Verveer said they are not, but there will  
be  a  police  presence  there.  The  students  will  be  out  that  weekend  regardless,  he  added.  Verveer 
congratulated the Mifflin neighborhood for making AARP’s list of the ten most livable neighborhoods for 
seniors in the country.

First Settlement. Skrentny reports that Crowley Station will be one of the sites for “Make 
Music Madison.” 

James Madison Park. Queensland reports that there is still some remaining construction work 
to be done on E. Johnson St. this spring. He hopes it will be short-lived. Warman asked for an update on 
James Madison Park. Queensland had nothing new to report.  Verveer reports that money has been 



budgeted for the park and Ald. Zellers should know what is being done with it. Mayer reports that the 
200-300 block of N. Pinckney St. will be torn up soon. Plotkin added that MG&E is doing work separately 
there as well. 

Mansion Hill.  Mohs reports the food at the Edgewater is excellent.  According to Fabick,  the 
Edgewater’s consultant said service staff has been let go and they are starting all over. Brabender asked 
about the lighting issues there. Mohs said the new CEO is aware of the problem and agrees the lighting is 
inappropriate. They have changed the illegal  ones and they may do something more soon with the 
others. The lights blocking the lake view are still there.

Mohs reports that he, Ingebritson, Alds. Zellers and Verveer met with the architect, the engineer 
and the owners of the campus Jewish Center on Gilman St. between Peace Park and the Buckeye Lot to 
discuss their plans to expand the center. Initially they wanted to tear down the house next door to the 
center and build an addition.  Now, according to Mohs, the builders are “99% sure” they will rehab the 
existing house and build on to the rear of the middle house. Mohs said the neighborhood will help them 
accomplish that. The project is being financed by the Goodman Foundation. Mohs said the owners want 
to be part of the Mansion Hill Historic District. He called it one of the best meetings of its kind he has 
ever attended. Mohs appreciates religious organizations of this nature that provide wholesome activities 
for students. Verveer noted that the house in question is a contributing structure to the historic district 
and we had already saved the house across the street at Wisconsin Lutheran Chapel.

IX. PRESIDENT’S REPORT.

Vercauteren reports that State Representative Chris Taylor will be the featured speaker at the 
June  Annual  Membership  Meeting,  Thursday  June  30,  7:00  p.m.  at  Monona  Terrace.  Vercauteren 
reminded each district chair to prepare a ballot listing their neighborhood representatives up for election 
this year. 

X. REPORTS OF THE ALDERPERSONS.

Verveer announced that the WORT-FM Block Party will take place Sunday May 17 at its new site 
on MLK Blvd. off the Square. The “Ride the Drive” bike ride will take place Sunday June 7 from 10:00 a.m.  
to 3:00 p.m. There will be traffic closures downtown. He said there are no major public streets projects 
this year other than N. Pinckney. St. and the sidewalks on State St. According to Verveer, $250,000 has 
been set aside for the sidewalk work on State. St. It will be done between July 20 and August 13, 2015.

Verveer  announced that  the proposals  for  the  Judge Doyle Square project  are due May 9th. 
Watch for articles about it. He hopes for good competition. 

XI. OTHER

Stitt expressed his strong disagreement with the decision of DMI to publicly refuse to endorse 
two downtown alders (Zellers and Rummel) who ran unopposed in the most recent election. Stitt called 
this “repulsive” and an “egregious act” on DMI’s part. Stitt intends to meet with the DMI Chair to express 
his feelings. Mayer added that DMI’s opposition to these unopposed candidates hurts DMI’s reputation. 



Stitt believes we should take a position saying so. This is “not tolerable,” he added. Stitt believes these 
two alders were singled out because they defend historic preservation. Mohs remarked that at one time 
DMI was a champion of historic preservation. Vercauteren, the CNI representative on the DMI board, 
said there will be discussions about whether DMI should be making political endorsements. It has caused 
riffs, he said. Stitt told Vercauteren to relate his comments to the board. Mohs expressed concern about 
the fact that the DMI President is connected to a paid lobbyist. 

MEETING ADJOURNED (on MOTION by Warman; SECOND by Mohs).

NEXT EC MEETING: Tuesday May 26, 2015, 5:15 p.m., Central Library (third floor).

AGENDA for May 26 EC Meeting

I. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM (Vercauteren).

II. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF APRIL EC MINUTES.

III. TREASURER’S REPORT (Plotkin).

IV. DOWNTOWN POLICE REPORT.

V. COUNTY SUPERVISOR’S REPORT.

VI. ACTION ITEMS/NEW BUSINESS:

Annual Meeting.

VII. OLD BUSINESS

Update on membership/communications system upgrade;

Madison College Update;

“Make Music Madison” Update (Warman);

“Shake the Lake” Update;

Update on recent and upcoming CNI programs;

Other.

VIII. DISTRICT REPORTS: 

Mansion Hill, Bassett, Mifflin West, First Settlement, James Madison Park.

IX.  ALDERPERSONS’ REPORTS.

X. PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Vercauteren).



XI. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Program (open), Membership/Media/Development (open), Policy (Vercauteren), DROC 
(Ostlind), Finance (Plotkin), Physical Linkages (Mayer), Garden (open), Education and 

City Issues Monitoring (open), Judge Doyle Square (Plotkin).

XII. ADJOURNMENT. 

*Agenda subject to change by Vercauteren. 


