
CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOODS, INC. 
MINUTES of Executive Council Meeting Held August 22, 2017. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Vercauteren (President), Negrin, Cooper, Mohs, Warman, 
Ingebritson, Ostlind, Broughman, Brabender, Mayer, Maddy Light (new Mifland 
neighborhood representative), and O’Brien. 
GUESTS PRESENT: Jim Morgan, Madison Police Capt. Freeland. 

I. Meeting called to order by Vercauteren. There is a quorum. 

II. DOWNTOWN POLICE REPORT. Police Capt. Freeland reports that the 
Chief’s Violence Suppression Project is in operation throughout the city and is 
focusing on the Capitol Square, the State St. corridor and the 600 block area of 
University Ave. There are additional resources from police and other agencies. This 
Friday (Aug. 25) will mark the third Downtown Safety Initiative – Plus operation in 
the Central District. Police are especially concerned about the 18-21 olds who are 
too young to get into the establishments, but come to the area to loiter. Most who 
commit violent acts do not live in this area, he added. In response to Ostlind’s 
question, Freeland said food carts will be gone from the University Ave. and 
Frances St. area by late Oct. The long-term goal is to move food carts to other areas, 
but vendors have signed contracts that must be honored. Ostlind asked whether the 
Chief’s initiative is having an impact. Freeland answered that there has been a 
reduction in “shots fired” reports and the word has gone out that this is not the 
“wild west.” There have been a number of arrests and drugs have been seized. There 
has been a temporary “cooling off,” but police are looking at a long-term strategy. 

III. MINUTES of the May EC meeting (at which there was no quorum), the June 
Annual meeting, and the July EC meeting (at which there was also no quorum), are 
APPROVED: On MOTION by Mohs, SECOND by Ostlind. 

IV. TREAURER’S REPORT. Warman reports an August 22 balance in our 
checking accounts of $19,462.62. We have a General Account balance of $15,296.97. 
There is $1,603.68 in the Period Garden account; $468.98 in the James Madison 
Park account; and $1,792.99 in the Emerald Ash Borer account. Warman noted an 
error in last month’s report: $170 went to the James Madison Park account and not, 
as reported, to the Period Garden account. He described August as “slow;” we have 
taken in only $577, of which $30 went to the Period Garden Park account, and the 
rest went into the General Account. 

V. NEW BUSINESS. 

 Annual Election of EC Officers. 



 [This could not be voted on as usual at the July EC meeting due to the lack of 
a quorum.]  

As discussed at the July EC meeting, Negrin agreed to serve another term as 
Vice-President, Warman agreed to serve another term as Treasurer, and O’Brien 
agreed to serve another term as Secretary. Vercauteren previously announced his 
intention not to run for another term as President.  

A MOTION by Cooper to move the slate of officers other than for President 
for approval, with a SECOND by Mohs, is TABLED. Vercauteren asked that this be 
delayed until we decide who will fill the President’s seat. Brabender nominated 
Samantha Negrin s President. Negrin graciously declined. Ostlind reports that he 
reached out to Scott Kolar, he declined, but is willing to continue to work on the 
newsletter for one more year. 

  
Mohs believes we should go out and recruit someone. We cannot decide this 

tonight because it is too important. This organization is important and has made 
the downtown better. We need to find a capable leader to continue the great work 
that Vercauteren has done. Vercauteren explained that the minimum requirements 
for the presidency are to set the agenda, chair the EC meetings and write a monthly 
newsletter article. One suggestion was to look for a candidate on the Downtown 
Coordinating Committee. Mayer responded that he is a member of the committee 
and does not believe it has any downtown residents other than Alders Zellers and 
Verveer. Brabender said he will reach out to members of the Equal Opportunity 
Commission. Broughman suggested that Vercauteren send out a job description to 
the chairs of each district and go from there. Mohs commented that it will be 
difficult to give the position to a newcomer. Cooper suggested EC member Mike 
Herring, a Bassett representative, for the presidency. Ostlind will reach out to Ald. 
Zellers for suggestions. Warman asked who would chair the next EC meeting, 
Would it be Vice-President Negrin? Vercauteren said that for now we could put 
“Interim” before his name until the position is filled. Until then, he will work with 
Negrin and Ostlind. Ostlind suggested that we vote for the other officers and then 
have one of them chair the meeting. 

  
 At this point, Cooper’s tabled MOTION to move the slate of officers other 
than President, which was SECONDED by Mohs, is APPROVED. The slate of 
officers, other than for President, is approved for one-year another term: 
 Vice-President – Negrin; 
 Treasurer – Warman; 
 Secretary – O’Brien. 
 We will revisit the presidency at the September EC meeting. Negrin 
announced that she will allow now-interim President Vercauteren to chair the 
remainder of this meeting. 



V. OLD BUSINESS. 

 Off the Square Club Fundraiser. 
 Ingebritson is working on having CNI sponsor a table of eight for $300 at the 
organization’s September 28 fundraising dinner, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., at Marriott West. 
She wants commitments from people willing to sit at the table by the September 10 
deadline for signing up.  

A MOTION by O’Brien, with a SECOND by Brabender, to allocate $300 to 
sponsor a CNI table at the Off the Square Club dinner, is APPROVED. Ingebritson 
will let Ilse Hecht know. 

 Madison College Downtown Campus Update. 
 Ostlind reported on last week’s meeting. The developers want to start sooner 
than expected and will seek final approval on October 4, 2017. They hope to start 
construction of the office building next year. Plenty of development people attended, 
but there were only six to eight downtown residents. The developers want to add 1-2 
stories to the existing 6-story building and there will be limited setbacks. There will 
be no setback on Wisconsin Ave. even though the setback there is supposed to be 20 
ft. Warman added that they want to take out trees on Wisconsin Ave. for 
underground parking. Ostlind believes it is worth putting the effort into this process 
during the time we have remaining but he does not know of any upcoming 
neighborhood meetings. In response to Cooper’s question, Ostlind said the 
developers are operating under the assumption that the city won’t give them 
parking in the adjacent city ramp. They want 450 underground stalls. Morgan 
asked whether 450 stalls will create traffic issues. Ostlind answered that it might at 
certain times of the day and he does not know whether a traffic study was done. 

 W. Washington Ave. Corridor Update. 
 Cooper has nothing new to report since the last time we discussed this. When 
they met with city staff in the spring, committee members were told that city staff 
would not be available until the fourth quarter of the year to work on this study. It 
is now the fourth quarter, so residents will have to get moving again he said. 

VI. DISTRICT REPORTS 

 Bassett. 
 Cooper reported on the August 14 district meeting. Samantha Crownover of 
the Baskerville condominiums sent an e-mail stating that she wanted to discuss her 
position on the future of the county jail at the meeting. It was “touched on” briefly, 
but Ostlind told her he preferred to take it up at the Sept. meeting. Ostlind and 
Vercauteren met with Mary Kolar and Sheriff Mahoney in hopes of having a CNI 
program on the jail in late Sept. Vercauteren notes that large issues remain 
regarding options for the jail but it still has not been budgeted. Until there is 



something in the budget, it won’t go anywhere. The county’s budget comes up this 
fall. Warman suggested that, if we want funds for the jail in the budget, we should 
call a meeting soon. If not, we should put it off. Cooper believes there may be money 
in the budget at least to rehab the existing facility. Vercauteren noted that the cost 
of moving the jail would be much higher than rehab of the existing facility. Mayer 
added that Sheriff Mahoney wants a new jail because the current one is unsafe for 
inmates and staff alike. Cooper noted that this discussion was prompted when 
Baskerville condo residents met with Mahoney and Kolar. Warman suggested that 
if we have a program we be prepared because this might become a controversial 
topic. Cooper agrees that people are “stirred up” about the jail and he hopes we get 
the same response that last year’s meeting about putting a homeless shelter in the 
city garage brought out. Vercauteren reports that work at the Anchor Bank 
construction site on Carroll St. is almost done. 

 First Settlement. 
 O’Brien reported on last night’s (8/21) presentation about a proposal to 
demolish homes and build a hotel at the corner of N. Franklin St. and E. Wash. Ave. 
just outside First Settlement in James Madson Park District. Issues were raised by 
attendees about the loss of affordable housing, the loss of an historic home at the 
corner of Franklin and Wash., parking, height, and the mass and design of the 
proposed hotel. The developers are hoping that the historic home can be moved to a 
nearby location.  

The Hail Mary sports bar is now open in the old Monastery/Bellini’s 
restaurant space at E. Wash. and S. Hancock St. In response to a question about 
Judge Doyle Square, Ostlind said work should start soon after the developers 
agreed to some of the new conditions we were able to get through. To secure TIF 
money, Ostlind believes the work will have to start some time in Sept.  

 James Madison Park. 
 Warman has nothing to report. No one else present.  

 Mansion Hill. 
 Ingebritson reports that, after three tries, the developers of the Evans 
Scholar project have come up with a much improved design. The steering committee 
was pleased. She said the developers were gracious and wanted it to fit into the 
neighborhood. They will not have to go before UDC.  

 The proposal by Bob Klebba and David Waugh, owners of the Mendota Lake 
House, to turn the former Governor’s Mansion, the Knapp House, into a small hotel 
will go before city zoning August 28. They plan to restore the house and subdivide 
some of the rooms to keep prices affordable. 



 The Edgewater entertainment license application goes before the ALRC on 
September 13 and before the full council a week later. Things have been quiet there 
for now. Move-in, Move-out day seemed to go off without incident. Work on Langdon 
St. is finally done.  

 Ingebritson reports that height is a major concern for the hotel development 
proposed at 118-122 State St. The developers came back without a new design. 
Vercauteren reports that the developers will submit their land use application Sept. 
6, and then go through the full city approval process, beginning with Landmarks, 
for re-zoning. In response to Verveer’s question, Ostlind said he has not heard about 
any future steering committee meetings regarding the proposal. Verveer reports 
that tenants in the building at 122 State St. are asking why they are being forced to 
vacate when no time table has yet been set. Vercauteren answered that demolition 
is planned to begin in the first or second quarter of 2018. 

 Miffland. 
 Broughman reports that residents recently met with city staff to discuss 
locating a park in the district. The city may send letters to property owners in the 
area who might be interested in selling their property for this purpose but, 
Broughman added, the city does not seem to be in much of a hurray. Warman noted 
that a property owner in attendance at the meeting expressed an interest in selling 
for this purpose. The city also does not seem interested in creating more than one 
green space in the neighborhood. Broughman believes neighbors are interested in 
more green space such as pocket parks in the area but the city does not seem to be 
interested. Verveer notes that the small park behind the Senior Center is open to 
the public but is maintained by the Senior Center. Warman added that residents 
told the city they can’t wait 4-5 months to hear back from the city. But, he added, 
the meeting was productive over all.  
  
 Warman reports that Capitol Centre Foods purchased the Dorn Hardware 
Store and intends to expand there. Morgan remarked that it would be a shame to 
lose a downtown hardware store. 

VIL. ALDERPERSONS’ REPORTS. 
 Verveer reports that there are 11 volunteers for the MATC steering 
committee including several new people. He intends to call the first meeting and 
find a committee chair soon. The timeline is “ambitious.” In response to Cooper’s 
question, Verveer said they intend to seek TIF money. 

 Some 75-100 people attended the third of three meetings to discuss the John 
Nolen Corridor Study being put together by Strand & Associates. The hope is to 
redesign the intersection and improve access to Law Park. There are short-term 



recommendations and the hope is that federal funds will be available to improve the 
intersection. Long-term options are also being discussed. The long-term proposal by 
Tim Anderson and Ed Lindville’s design group to build a park over John Nolen Dr., 
to construct the Frank Lloyd Wright Boathouse, and to improve the intersection are 
still being considered. The design group just received a grant to continue their work 
on long-term plans. 

 The city council recently adopted an ordinance prohibiting mopeds on 
sidewalks and terraces to go into effect citywide January 1, 2018.  Mopeds will be 
treated like motorcycles rather than bicycles. 

 Work on Judge Doyle Square begins in a month – in late Sept. The city saved 
money on the Government East parking garage because Beitler has agreed to keep 
the same general contractor. Work is already underway on the Municipal Building. 

 Verveer presented the timeline for the city budget. The Mayor’s Capitol 
Budget will be presented Sept. 5 and then it goes to the Finance Committee. The 
Mayor’s Operating Budget will then be introduced in early Oct. Both budgets then 
go jointly before the full city council in the second week of Oct. A number of matters 
of interest to downtown residents will be included in both. 
  
 Carroll St. is scheduled to reopen in mid-Sept. 

MEETING ADJOURNED; On MOTION by Brabender, SECOND by Cooper. 

*** 

NEXT EC MEETING: Tuesday September 26, 5:15 p.m., Central Library, 
third floor. 

AGENDA for Sept. 26, 2017 EC meeting 
. 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM. 

II. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AUGUST EC MEETING MINUTES. 

III. TREASURER’S REPORT (Warman). 

IV. DOWNTOWN POLICE REPORT. 

V. ACTION ITEMS/NEW BUSINESS: 
   
VI.     OLD BUSINESS: 



 Madison College Downtown Campus Update; 
 W. Washington Corridor Plan Update; 
 State Historical Museum Project Update; 
 John Nolen Dr./Blair/Willy/Wilson St. Improvement Proposal Update; 
 Off the Square Club Event Sponsorship/CNI Table; 
 State Street Retail Business Study and Potential Action; 
 Judge Doyle Square Update; 
 Proposal to re-incorporate State/Langdon District into CNI; 
 Update on Homeless Day Resource Center; 
 CNI Membership Outreach/Growth Strategy Next Steps; 
           Update on Website/Membership/Communications System Upgrade; 
 Securing CNI’s Facebook Account from Hackers (Brabender); 
 Other. 

VII.    DISTRICT REPORTS:  
Mansion Hill, Bassett, Mifflin West, First Settlement, James Madison 
Park. 

VIII. ALDERPERSONS’ REPORTS. 

IX.     PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Vercauteren). 

X.       COMMITTEE REPORTS:    
Program (open), Membership/Media/Development (open), Policy 
(Vercauteren), DROC  (Ostlind), Finance (Warman), Physical 
Linkages (Mayer), Garden (open), Education and City Issues 
Monitoring (open). 

XI.      ADJOURNMENT.         
 *Agenda subject to change. 


