
CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOODS, INC. 
MINUTES of Executive Council Meeting Held November 28, 2017 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Negrin (Vice-President), Ingebritson, Mohs, Warman, 
Ostlind, Kamps, Vercauteren, Cooper, Fisher, O’Brien and Ald. Verveer. 
GUESTS PRESENT: Madison Police Sgt. Chaney-Austin, John Morgan. 

I. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER by Negrin. There was no quorum at 
the outset. 

II. DOWNTOWN POLICE REPORT. Sgt. Chaney-Austin reports that 
there were minimal arrests at Freakfest and the crowd size was down but the 
downtown was still busy. There was increased volume on Regent St. with 
some disturbances, as well as an increase in the number of house parties. He 
believes adjustments will be made next year to discourage house parties and 
to increase the appeal of the event on State St. 
  
 In light of the UW football playoff game this Saturday (12/2) a small 
contingent of officers in addition to those regularly assigned as part of the 
downtown safety initiative will be on duty. The “events season” s winding 
down. The Madison Marathon, the “Turkey Trot” and the “Run Santa Run” 
remain. 

 Chaney-Austin reports that the perpetrator has been arrested for the 
shooting incident in a car on John Nolen Dr. near Blair St. last month. First 
responding police likely saved the life of the victim in another incident where 
a woman was stabbed in a car along John Nolen Dr. A suspect has been 
arrested and charged with attempted murder. 

 Issues persist concerning bad behavior around the 600 block of 
University Ave. While gang members and violent people are among those 
hanging out around there, Chaney-Austin believes it is an “exaggeration” to 
call it “gang territory” as a recent media report stated. This is the by-product 
of reducing the number of places for “bad actors” to hang out elsewhere in 
town. They come downtown to hang out and when rivals cross paths, some 
with guns, problems occur. He notes this is the latest in the year that 
Downtown Safety Initiative (DSI) officers have been staffed in the area each 
weekend even though there is no longer any money in the budget for it. Every 
weekend is busy and there are large disturbances each week. It is 
increasingly difficult to staff as officers become burned out and select safer 
events to work for the same pay. Police are pleased with good feedback from 
tavern owners, but police cannot sustain the same staffing levels and cannot 
repeat this next year. There is no easy solution. Chaney-Austin believes this 



must be approached “surgically,” by addressing the behavior of those people 
who cause problems. 

 Mohs and Negrin asked whether food carts are part of the problem. 
Chaney-Austin answered that police have asked some of them to move out of 
the area, and no food carts are vending there now. Fisher asked what 
Wando’s capacity is. Chaney-Austin answered that it is 300, but other 
establishments are much larger. Fisher suggested reducing capacity of the 
bars. Chaney-Austin responded that such large capacities combined with 
alcohol in such a small area is a recipe for disaster. But, he added, capacity 
issues are best addressed by the ALRC. Fisher also suggested “jerking the 
chains” of bar owners in the area to better control behavior in their 
establishments. Chaney-Austin responded that police need the help of tavern 
owners, but they have been very cooperative. He believes bar owners 
recognize there is a problem, but the Chief can also implement a security 
plan (as occurred at the Majestic years ago) if need be.  

 Ingebritson asked how many officers are on duty on weekends. 
Chaney-Austin answered that a maximum of 15 DSI officers are on duty each 
weekend, all working on overtime after their afternoon shifts end. They work 
from 11:00 p.m. to 3:00 a.m. They are in addition to the eight patrol officers 
working in the Central District. The DSI officers work in the area of State 
St., Frances and the 600 block of University Ave. Ingebritson suggested 
imposing a surcharge on area businesses to help pay for police presence. 
Fisher agrees. Verveer noted that the ALRC has threatened to reduce bar 
capacity and that policing in the area has cost $150,000 in overtime this year. 

 Ostlind asked whether there have been service calls since the Beacon 
homeless day resource center opened on E. Wash. in October. According to 
Chaney-Austin, there have been some minor calls, mostly for loitering in the 
area. Police have had meetings with Catholic Charities to work out some 
issues. After initial resistance, police now are allowed full access to the 
Beacon which is, after all, open to the public. At that, police will only go there 
if they have information that violent or wanted people are there. He noted 
that the State DOA also had concerns about trespassing on the water heating 
facility nearby. Fisher reports that his tenants in the buildings he owns 
nearby are concerned about drinking, public urination and defecation outside. 
Fisher said he is adding 15 video cameras around his building. Chaney-
Austin also noted that Tenney-Lapham residents have complained about 
problems in Reynolds Park. He explained that alleviating some of the 
problems at the top of State St. has pushed some of the problems down the 
street. A priority is for police to add extra patrols.  



[We now have quorum] 

III. MINUTES of the October meeting, as AMENDED to include the 
Finance Report that Warman noted was missing from the September 
meeting), are APPROVED; on MOTION by Mohs, SECOND by Kamps. 

 [The omitted October 24, 2017 Treasurer’s Report revealed a total 
Checking Account balance that day of $19,473.28, consisting of: in the 
General Account, $16,062.78; Period Park account, $903.68; James Madison 
Park account, $368.98; Emerald Ash Bore account, $1,792.99. Income to the 
General Account for that period was $439.42. Expenses were $562.05.] 

 Warman also noted the minutes do not fully reflect that he volunteered 
in September to take over for Scott Kolar as Editor of the CNI newsletter. He 
will work with Cooper on developing a plan for a newsletter different than 
what we are producing now. Mohs suggested a synopsis in a future 
newsletter of what Sgt. Chaney-Austin said today about how difficult it is for 
police to deal with nuisances downtown. 

IV. TREASURER’S REPORT. Warman reports a current bank balance of 
$19,552.74, consisting of: in the General Account, $16,487.09; Period Garden 
Park, $518.68; James Madison Park, $368.98; Emerald Ash Borer, $1,792.99.  
We had income to the General Account of $424.16, and nothing was 
withdrawn from the General Account last month. There is an outstanding 
check for $385 issued to Period Garden Park that has yet to clear. In 
response to Negrin’s question, Warman said there was a $100 expense for 
James Madison Park a couple of months ago. We are currently “in good 
shape,” he added. 

V. NEW BUSINESS. 
 CNI Holiday Party. 
 The party is scheduled for Thursday, December 7, at Rigby’s on E. 
Main St., from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. According to Fisher, the food buffet will be 
similar to last year. At Ostlind’s suggestion, Vercauteren said he will re-send 
to the CNI membership next week the e-mail he sent out earlier announcing 
the party. Warman also noted that there will be a written announcement in 
the newsletter that will come out next week. 

 Negrin noted that, as is the case every December, the CNI party will 
replace the regularly-scheduled EC meeting for that month. 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 



 CNI Presidency Vacancy. Negrin has nothing new to report on 
the quest to fill the position after Vercauteren decided not to seek another 
term. As far as the President’s column in the newsletter is concerned, Cooper 
and Kamps are working on a cover article for the upcoming newsletter on the 
West Washington Corridor Plan. Another cover article will have to be written 
by someone for the following newsletter. Warman suggested an article 
addressing the problems around the 600 block of University Ave., their 
impact on the downtown, and what we can do to move forward. Negrin agrees 
that would be a good topic for an article. This spurred a discussion of possible 
causes of and solutions for those problems. Verveer suggested that Madison 
Police Capt. Freedman author the article because he is heading the multi-
pronged strategic approach to the problems. Warman will contact Sg. 
Freedman to see if he will write an article and, if he agrees, it will be the 
cover article for the newsletter to come out after the next. 

 Future of CNI Newsletter. As noted above, Warman will coordinate 
the lead article for the next newsletter. After that, Warman will work with 
Scott Kolar and Cooper on the newsletter and figure out what to do about 
advertising income. Cooper noted that a Baskerville resident has expressed 
interest in working on the newsletter. Negrin believes we should have a plan 
in place by the January EC meeting. 

 MATC Downtown Campus Update. The steering committee has not 
yet met. Verveer reports, as noted in recent media reports, that Hovde has 
pulled out of the project after lease negotiations with the college fell through. 
He has not heard anything from MATC or from the Drury Hotel Group that 
is working on the rest of the project. Verveer believes that Drury is 
negotiating with MATC for the entire block. When more information is 
available, and the timing is right, the steering committee will meet. They will 
use the list of those who volunteered to serve on it at a previous public 
meeting on the proposal. 

 West Washington Corridor Plan Update. As noted above, Cooper 
and Kamps have written a cover letter about the plan for the upcoming 
newsletter. In response to Warman’s question, Cooper said they have not yet 
been in touch with City staff about the plan. According to Verveer, city staff 
is ready to meet whenever the steering committee is ready to meet with 
them. In light of that, Warman suggested, we should meet with them soon.  

VII. DISTRICT REPORTS 
 Miffland. Verveer has nothing new to report regarding the future of 
Dorn Hardware. Warman was told that Capitol Centre abandoned its plan to 
demolish the hardware store, and is just going to renovate its store and add 



on a deli. They will also not build upward. Verveer added that Capitol Centre 
purchased Dorn hardware including the property around it, and Dorn’s lease 
won’t be renewed. According to Verveer, Dorn is looking for a place to buy, 
not rent, downtown. They definitely want to stay downtown. Given that the 
City wants to promote retail downtown, he hopes they can find a place. 

 Mansion Hill. Ingebritson reports that the city’s Historic 
Preservation Planner, Amy Scanlon, has nominated the house at 123 W. 
Gilman as a Madison Landmark due to its significance in Madison’s LGBTQ 
history; more specifically, as it related to the passage of Wisconsin’s historic 
gay rights legislation in the early 1980s. It was the home of former State 
Legislator David Clarenbach, who spearheaded the efforts to introduce and 
pass the legislation. A number of other gay rights and political activists lived 
there during this period of time as well. Mohs added that the house was 
owned by the Wuennenbergs, who were his neighbors. According to Mohs, 
Mrs. Wuennenberg was an alderperson and they were “fabulous” neighbors. 
Ostlind asked what the current owners think about this. Ingebritson 
answered that the city has been in touch with them. 

Mohs reports that things have been fairly quiet at the Edgewater these 
days. According to Verveer, the developers of the proposed hotel at 118-122 
State St. went before the UDC in early October, got feedback, and the 
proposal was referred to a future meeting to respond to comments. He said 
they are working on revised plans to be shared with the steering committee. 
Vercauteren reports that the developers are looking at a December 6, 2017 
submittal date for the Dec. 20th UDC meeting, but they are not sure they can 
meet those deadlines. It will more likely be in January of 2018. He added that 
the developers told staff that 118 would have to be part of the proposal. They 
are not, however, considering demolition of 118 after they got a clear message 
from city staff that they would not support demolition of 118. 

James Madison Park. Fisher reported the sad news that Todd 
McGrath, long-time downtown Madison developer and resident, passed away 
recently. 

Fisher again referred to the behavior problems outside the Beacon day 
resource center including drug dealing. He has added cameras to his 
property. Verveer notes that police will from now on have unfettered access to 
the center after discussions with police, the county and Catholic Charities. 
Vercauteren, who is on the community advisory board for the Beacon, said 
they have not yet discussed this. 



According to Fisher, his proposal to develop a building with small, 
affordable urban apartments will be a PD (“Planned Development”) because 
the zoning code requires 2-3 bedrooms, apparently to encourage families to 
move into apartments. Fisher renewed his complaint about the problems 
created by closing off E. Mifflin St. for bicycles. Verveer explained that this is 
a pilot project. Negrin reports that Warman brought in a plan for a five-story, 
145 room hotel proposed at E. Wash and N. Franklin. Verveer said a steering 
committee has been formed for that project. 

First Settlement. O’Brien was also saddened by the loss of Todd 
McGrath, who had such a major impact on the development of First 
Settlement, including his role in constructing Canal Place where O’Brien (as 
well as Bert Stitt) lives. The ALRC granted a liquor license for the “Blue 
Agave” Mexican restaurant to open where the Bayou was on S. Butler St. 
O’Brien does not believe it is yet open. According to Verveer, the owners 
agreed to several license conditions, including only acoustic music and no DJs 
except on New Year’s Eve and Cinco de Mayo. He reports that the owner and 
manager of the Nomad World Pub, police, and residents met recently to 
discuss the shooting late summer in the parking lot across the street on E. 
Wilson after an altercation inside the bar. O’Brien described the meeting as 
amicable and constructive. The problems that arose as a result of this 
incident were due to bar staff changes at the time, technical problems with 
the bar’s video equipment and miscommunication with police. They have 
been corrected. The owner, Mike Eitel, said he is committed to making the 
bar a positive part of the neighborhood. 

Bassett. Cooper reports that Police Sgt. Chaney-Austin has been a 
regular attendee at district meetings, He has been “great,” very informative, 
and his presence is greatly appreciated. South Carroll St. between Main and 
Doty Sts. is finally open, but there are not many trees. Ostlind noted that 
there are fewer new trees than the number taken down. Vercauteren 
described Wilson St. as “a mess” because of the Judge Doyle Square, the DOA 
and the McGrath high-rise construction all within a few blocks. According to 
Verveer, the DOA project by the State will be done soon, but the parking lane 
along Judge Doyle Square on Wilson will be closed for the next couple of 
years. A pedestrian path along Wilson and a “stop” sign in front of the 
Madison Club and Municipal Building have been installed. In response to 
Vercauteren’s question, Verveer said the reconstruction of W. Wilson St. has 
been pushed back to next spring. 

According to Negrin, the new bike path on Bassett near University 
does not seem to be getting much use, it is not well labeled and doesn’t even 
look like a bike path. City staff told Verveer that they will put markings on it 



in the spring to make it clear and they will color the intersection. He said 
they are waiting for a large traffic sign mast to be delivered. 

VIII. REPORT OF THE ALDEERPERSONS 
Verveer reports that an Illinois developer is interested in purchasing 

the houses owned by APEX on W. Wilson and S. Henry Sts. across from the 
courthouse.  

The Dane County Board voted to expand the Public Safety Building on 
W. Doty St. Verveer promised residents of the Baskerville that we would 
work closely with them once the county and neighborhood development 
review process starts in 2018. The city budget for 2018 was adopted 
November 13, 2017. An unsettled issue is funding for police. The 
authorization of $750,000 to match federal funding was unsuccessful. Police 
are now requesting $750,000 for seven additional officers to come out of the 
city tax levy in the next few months. City property tax bills will be sent out 
soon. 

MEETING ADJOURNED (on MOTION by Mohs; SECOND by Cooper) 

NOTE: There is no EC meeting in December. 

The Next EC Meeting is Tuesday January 23, 2018, 5:15 p.m., 
Central Library, third floor.  

AGENDA for January 23, 2018 EC Meeting 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM (Negrin). 

II. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 2017 EC MEETING 
MINUTES. 

III. TREASURER’S REPORT (Warman). 

IV. DOWNTOWN POLICE REPORT. 

V. ACTION ITEMS/NEW BUSINESS: 
   
VI.     OLD BUSINESS: 
 CNI Presidency; 
 CNI Holiday Party Report; 
 Madison College Downtown Campus Update; 
 W. Washington Corridor Plan Update; 



 State Historical Museum Project Update; 
 John Nolen Dr./Blair/Willy/Wilson St. Improvement Proposal Update; 
 State Street Retail Business Study and Potential Action; 
 Judge Doyle Square Update; 
 Proposal to re-incorporate State/Langdon District into CNI; 
 CNI Membership Outreach/Growth Strategy Next Steps; 
           Update on Website/Membership/Communications System Upgrade; 
 Securing CNI’s Facebook Account from Hackers (Brabender); 
 Other. 

VII.    DISTRICT REPORTS:  
Mansion Hill, Bassett, Mifflin West, First Settlement, James Madison 
Park. 

VIII. ALDERPERSONS’ REPORTS. 

IX.     PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Vercauteren). 

X.       COMMITTEE REPORTS:    
Program (open), Membership/Media/Development (open), Policy 
(Vercauteren), DROC  (Ostlind), Finance (Warman), Physical 
Linkages (Mayer), Garden (open), Education and City Issues 
Monitoring (open). 

XI.      ADJOURNMENT.         
 *Agenda subject to change by Negrin. 

 


