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Neighborhoods and the Development Process
By Davy Mayer, President, CNI

U

rban Design Commission, Plan Commission,
Common Council, sometimes a stop at the
Landmarks Commission: this is the general process for
most developments in downtown Madison. But there
is a first step that brings great benefit to developers: the
neighborhood committee.

had taken the neighborhood’s comments to heart, they
would have saved themselves considerable time, effort
and money.

But it’s not always a harmonious process. Too many
times I have seen developers brush off the advice and
comments of a neighborhood, only to hear the exact
same words later uttered by city commissions. If they

Committee participation is open to all neighborhood
residents. If you’d like to take part, please contact your
neighborhood chairperson for more information on upcoming proposals.

Neighborhoods are made up of people with divergent interests and tastes that don’t always align to create a cohesive
statement about a given proposal. But the neighborhood
During my years living downtown and involvement with process that CNI has followed over the years allows for
the neighborhood, I have had many opportunities to varying opinions to be expressed. A good example of this
take part in neighborhood development committees. A is the Block 100 proposal. The final document submitted
committee meets with the development team allowing to the city from the neighborhood contained statements
residents to give feedback on the proposal
representing the differing values of the comand make suggestions for alterations to the
mittee which both supported and opposed
developer’s plan. A general neighborhood
various aspects of the proposal. This tapestry
meeting is also held to share the findings of
of opinion can prove far more valuable to
the committee and to solicit further input.
city review commissions that just a simple
“yes” or “no.”
A successful outcome to this process is
one where the neighborhood can give its
Neighborhoods are not all-powerful and a
support to the proposal and the developer
proposal can gain city approval without the
comes away with a project that will fit into
neighborhood’s blessing, but the developer
the neighborhood and make sense finanwho honestly participates in the neighborcially. Over the years we have had many
hood committee process and heeds the adprojects built within the boundaries of CNI
vice of the neighborhood can find himself a
that have enjoyed this result.
valuable, long-term ally.
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abuse rather than look the other way and go about her
daily routine.

Thanks for Speaking Up!

Of course our bus driver did not know her actions would
win her recognition or be reported in the newspaper. She
here have been some troubling reports of abuse in reported the abuse because it was the right thing to do.
Madison in the last couple of months. They have I know many people have done the same thing without
led to a number of questions regarding, what could and recognition. I applaud anyone who has taken those acshould we have done differently.
tions and I applaud our bus driver. It’s people like her
who make Madison a wonderful city in which to live.
If there is any positive outcome to
these tragedies, it is that neighbors Enjoy the spring weather!
are reaching out to each other and
perhaps working harder to be good
neighbors. It is my belief that this
is one of the most important things
we can do as citizens and human
beings; look out for each other. If
you think there is something suspiDANCE/MOVEMENT THERAPY
cious going on nearby, report it. If
HEALTH & WELLNESS EDUCATION
you do not think you are getting a
Furthering SELF-ESPRESSION, HEALING, and PERSONAL GROWTH
Treating PHYSICAL, NEUROLOGICAL, EMOTIONAL and SOCIAL issues
response, report it again.
By Mayor Paul R. Soglin

T

I want to share with you an incident in which someone,
in fact a City employee, did stand up and speak out when
she saw a wrong. She is a Madison Metro bus driver, and
last November, she stepped out of her comfort zone and
reported child abuse.

Board certified and state licensed therapists.

hancockcenter.net | (608) 251-0908

The incident happened as the bus passed a
mother and her 3-year-old child on a North
Pinckney Street sidewalk. The driver, who
contacted police, reported that the woman
reached into a stroller and struck the young
child multiple times while yelling at her to
shut up and go to sleep.
The woman was tentatively charged with
physical abuse of a child.
I am pleased to say that the driver’s efforts
have not gone unnoticed. She is being publically recognized this spring by the South
Central Branch of the Wisconsin Chapter of
the National Association of Social Workers.
Members of the local chapter are honoring
the driver for taking responsibility and taking
the time to go out of her way to report the
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Making County Government More User Friendly &
Accessible
By Dane County Executive Joe Parisi
s Dane County Clerk I worked to modernize that More exciting changes are coming - - all with the goal
office, increasing transparency and accountability in of improving service and access to your Dane County
our elections. Then, providing online election returns government.
in real time, and posting information on how to run for
office on the web, were simple but
important changes.

A

As your new County Executive, I
am taking a number of steps this
year to make all of county government more accessible to you.
I recently launched a new weekly
e-newsletter to help keep you up
to date on the latest news and
initiatives from my office. I believe it’s important to
keep you in the loop, and I’d like to hear your advice
and ideas throughout the year as well. I hope you’ll join
the conversation by signing up at: www.countyofdane.
com/exec/

45 S. Bassett St.
Madison

608--819--1082
www.8 SeasonsGrille.com
A neighborhood family restaurant
in Downtown Madison

Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner
C heck our website for monthly

IRON CHEF Nites !

FREE PARKING AT 432 W. MAIN ST.

I am currently working with our Dane County Departments of Emergency Management, Public Safety Communications, Highways, and the Sheriff on implementing
systems to utilize texting and other technologies to help
get important, time-sensitive information to you quickly.
Whether it’s a sudden highway closing, an approaching
storm, or a crime alert, I want to maximize technology to
improve our public information efforts and the services
county government delivers.
Stay tuned for news on how to sign up!
We’re modernizing other functions of county government
as well. Shortly after taking office, I initiated a thorough
review of our web-based services to see what more we
can do to open the doors of county government to you.
Soon, you will be able to apply for county jobs via our
website. I’ve encouraged my department managers to
explore strategies to use their websites to more effectively
help the public access forms, information, and provide
interactive feedback.
CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOODS, INC.
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Candidates for Madison Board of Education Make
Thier Appeals to Downtown Voters

T

he April 3 election includes two open seats on the Madison Board of Education. Each seat is for a term of 3
years and there are two candidates for each seat. In the race for Seat 1, two term incumbent Arlene Silveira is
being challenged by Nichelle Nichols. The race for Seat 2 is open with Mary Burke facing Michael Flores.
With the percentage of school age children in Capitol Neighborhoods well under 1%, does that mean you don’t
need to be concerned about school board races? Hardly. Over 40% of property taxes go to our primary and secondary schools. So whether you own or rent a significant amount of your income is going to support our public
schools. Having good schools makes Madison a more attractive place to families and businesses, helping property
values and the tax base. And besides, don’t all children deserve a good public education?
The issues facing our public schools are many and serious - declining enrollment, decreased state funding, deteriorating facilities, the “achievement gap”. The Downtown Dialogue invited the candidates to state in 360 words or
less why you should vote for them.

Arlene Silveria
Madison School Board Member, Seat 1

J

ust as Madison’s downtown renaissance benefits all of
us, even if we don’t live downtown, so do Madison
Schools belong to the entire community, whether your
children attend them now, have attended or if you’ve never had children in the schools.
As schools go, so goes the community. There are many great
things happening in our District and we have work to do
to improve. My commitment
to public education, to Madison’s 27,000 students, to our
outstanding teachers and staff,
and to staying in the fight for
good public schools are the reasons I am running for
re-election.

an issue our entire community must confront. Starting
early helps reduce this gap, which is why I advocated for
4-year-old kindergarten. I created the new parent engagement coordinator position because parents are critical
partners in education. I supported the introduction and
expansion of the AVID/TOPS initiative. Consistent curriculum and behavior expectations to support our high
mobility and homeless students are essential. I advocated
expanding summer school programming so students have
more opportunities to be in a learning environment.
Small class sizes are needed.
We must provide challenging curriculum for all students.
We live in a rapidly changing, complex world. Students
must be prepared to compete, irrespective of the path
they choose. Neighborhood schools must be protected.
They are vital to the community and integral to the
achievement gap plan.

We must work collaboratively and respectfully with our
teachers/staff to move from collective bargaining agreeWe face many significant issues: an upcoming budget ments to a “handbook” governing employee-district relawith a multi-million dollar deficit; children of color, often tions. We must negotiate, develop and adopt as policy
living in poverty, who do less well in school and gradu- a handbook both the district and teachers can live with.
ate at lower rates; a difficult transition from collective
bargaining agreements to a personnel “handbook” that My pledge to you is to continue to apply my experience,
will define our relationships with teachers/staff; building independence and compassion to meeting the challenges
our schools face. I would be honored by your vote on
maintenance and technology needs.
April 3.
The achievement gap in our school is not acceptable,
Page 4
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Nichelle Nichols

As a Madison native, proud West High graduate, and
mother of one graduate and three sons still attending
am running for the Madison School Board because I our public schools, I am invested in our District for the
believe in our public schools, in the promise and future long haul. I am qualified and ready for this incredibly
of all 27,000 of our students, and because I know that we challengingrd and rewarding job, and ask for your support
must bring a new mindset to our Board leadership. We on April 3 .
need Board members who are willing to embrace a new
reality and vision for our Mary Burke
District that translates Madison School Board Candidate, Seat 2
into excellence for all
kids. All current trends
am running for Madison School Board because I
point to a future where
care about children and believe there is nothing more
public education must critical to our community than strong public schools.
meet higher standards Our success in educating our youth shapes everything
for all students, and do
from our future workforce to our
so with fewer resources.
economic stability.
Madison School Board Candidate, Seat 1

I

I

The stakes are higher for
I have worked for 13 years to
our kids today. The world is more competitive, our future
help Madison children thrive
workforce is directly tied to the preparation of our youth,
and our schools succeed, beginand our entire community is directly affected when we
ning with mentoring two boys
don’t prepare all of our students for success. We must be
on the Southside. Their home
smarter and more impactful, and our schools must deliver
life was difficult but they had
a better product. Our students are our walking billboards
teachers who were committed
– they either advertise our success or our failure. I am
and caring. I realized the boys
committed to building our successes and keeping our
needed a positive afterschool
schools strong and competitive.
environment. This awareness sparked my 12 years as a
volunteer and Board member of the Boys and Girls Club,
I will bring a number of assets to the governance role where I worked to provide better out-ofschool programs
including:
for youth who needed them most. I developed a real pas• A sense of urgency to closing the achievement gap sion for ensuring that our children can learn and flourish.
and a critical eye to our research and evaluation on
best practices and expected outcomes;
With an East High teacher, I co-founded the AVID/
• A strong commitment to our teachers and school TOPS program. AVID/TOPS is the school district’s
leaders; and to providing them the tools and resources premier program to address the achievement gap, servthey need to teach all students well;
ing 450 students across all four Madison high schools
• Over 15 years of non-profit experience that includes and soon to expand to 800 students. For those in the
service delivery, management and leadership skills, program, grade point averages are 30% higher, school
all focused on finding solutions to complex issues in attendance higher, discipline issues down and 100% of
our community;
seniors have gone onto college.
• A proven track record of collaboration and partnership within school districts and across the Greater In addition to my experience with education in Madison,
Madison area;
I bring broad experience in non-profits, government,
• A history of working directly with parents and chil- finance and business. I earned an MBA from Harvard,
dren, particularly minority families, and building started my own business, was an executive at Trek Bibridges that better connect them to schools, comContinued on next page
munity, and resources that bolster their success.
CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOODS, INC.
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Michael Flores

cycle, served as Secretary of the Wisconsin Department
of Commerce under Governor Doyle. I retired in 2008
to dedicate my life to improving our community and
strengthening education. I was brought up to believe
that the more we have in life, the more we should give
to others.

Madison School Board Candidate, Seat 2

Our schools have large, complex challenges, including
tight budgets, low achievement among students of color,
middle and upper class Madison families sending their
children to other districts, and ensuring great teachers
and administrators.
We can take on these challenges successfully but it
requires a fresh approach. We need to be strategic and
focused. I am committed to making great public schools
our community’s top priority. Please support me on
April 3.
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rowing up poor in Madison, there were many times
that I attended school with an empty belly. It was
hard to focus on academics even though I wanted to do
my best. I can empathize intimately with issues that many
kids in our city face poverty, poorly educated parents,
low educational expectations
and being disregarded because
you are in a minority group
or culture. Educators like Milt
McPike set high standards and
worked hard to help us live up
to them. Now I am a Firefighter
and a parent of three children at
Nuestro Mundo, Allis and Sennett. I volunteer in my children’s
schools and know that educators
are still working hard, but with rising poverty and cuts
in resources the challenges are greater. I want to serve
on the Madison School Board to assure that all of our
children have the opportunities they need and deserve.
I have the ability to help heal and unite the community
after the recent divisive debate over Madison Prep. I will
listen to all views and help people find common ground;
ways we can support our schools and all our students. I
bring a strong work ethic to this job. I learned when I
trained for the Ironman competition that I can tackle an
impossible-seeming goal by laying out a series of steps
and working hard at each one. We can do this.
A year ago I couldn’t have imagined running for the
Board of Education. As I saw our schools and teachers
come under attack, I knew I had to do more. To keep
our community strong, the attacks on public schools
and educators must stop and we must come together
and work harder to find ways to reach and help all of our
students, especially those who are struggling and failing.
I am proud to have received endorsements from the
South Central Federation of Labor, Madison Teachers
Incorporated, Firefighters Local 301 and Progressive
Dane. Please support me with your vote on April 3rd.

CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOODS, INC.
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which can be added to older homes for little cost, include
security cameras, additional lighting, motion detection
Increase Safety in lights, and card access security doors. All provide the
tenant with a greater feeling of safety.

“Eyes on the Isthmus”
New Initiative to
Our Downtown
By Vic Villacrez

I

t finally happened! I received a call (not a text) from
one of my tenants saying that a window was open
in the ground level apartment and I better come down
and check it out. It was the day after New Year’s Eve so I
thought that maybe one of my tenants had a wild party
and forgot the close the window. That turned out not to
be the case. The tenants had gone home for the holidays
so I knew there was a possibility that the apartment might
have been broken into. I arrived and went in through
the back door. I noticed the apartment was very cold
and went to check the front door. Sure enough it was
broken open and the door jams were smashed. I called the
police right away. They determined that 3 LCD TVs and
maybe a laptop had been stolen, which was confirmed
when the tenants returned.
It was a disturbing incident. Being a victim of a property
crime is not as hurtful as being a victim of a personal
crime, but it is still very disturbing. For me the biggest
disappointment was that my tenants were victims of a
burglary and that my safety measures did not stop the
burglars from getting what they wanted. In the days
that followed I increased the lighting, put in a motion
detector light, re adjusted the blinds and went as far as
hiring a night-watchmen to patrol my properties on the
weekends.
However I realized that if I acted alone the problem
would not be solved. I called the chair of the Bassett
Neighborhood to get on their agenda. At the January
Bassett Neighborhood meeting we met with police, Paul
Skidmore of Skidmore Security, concerned landlords,
and Alder Mike Verveer to assess the crime issues. It was
agreed that there has been an increase in burglaries and
break-ins. We also discussed several ways to address the
problem. One being a neighborhood Safety Program
we came up with years ago called Eyes on the Isthmus.

Eyes on the Isthmus is a comprehensive approach to improving safety in our downtown. It involves educating
residents about the need to secure their homes, calling the
police if they see or hear something suspicious, and to do
resident patrols in the neighborhood. It also enlists the
help of landlords to increase lighting, provide more secure
doors, and display neighborhood watch signs. All these
measures will create more of a presence to let potential
criminals know we are watching and deter crime.
Eyes on the Isthmus is a neighborhood safety program
that is getting started. If you would like to become involved in helping make our neighborhoods safer, we will
have an organizational meeting 7:00 PM, Monday, April
16th in the Hovde Building 1st floor conference room,
122 W. Washington. Use the W. Washington entrance.
If you have any questions prior to the meeting please
feel free to contact me at vicvillacrez@yahoo.com or
Rosemary Lee at leerosemary37@gmail.com

DESIGN MMoCA
Design triumphs inspired
by works from MMoCA’s
permanent collection
mmoca.org
ART + ARCHITECTURE
FASHION
GRAPHIC
INDUSTRIAL

INTERIOR
There are several ways to improve the safety for residents
in our downtown. Hovde Properties has incorporated the
APRIL 26–MAY 6 Madison Museum of Contemporary Art
latest and best safety features into its most recent housing
project in the Langdon neighborhood. These features,
CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOODS, INC.
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mained - a wreath of spring flowers surrounding a light
fixture in the dining room.

Buildings and Stories
By Mary M. Kolar

I became the owner of this house when I did an “unaccompanied tour”, my husband and our children stayed at
home while I moved. I was frequently traveling throughout the country, and I found that I spent a lot of time
alone. I loved this little house that kept me occupied.
The re-hung chandelier and the custom painting (I did
some custom painting of my own) were tangible reminders of its history. I enjoyed restoring the wood floors and
bringing the kitchen and bath to 21st century standards.
Originally this old home was owned by a schoolteacher But I missed my family. Thankfully, they could visit me
who left behind one significant item: a chandelier that occasionally and I hosted guests as often as I could. I read
was her retirement gift. It was an ornate fixture, displayed a lot, but still missed having people around.
originally in the living room but eventually discovered
stored in the home’s garage. Time passed, other owners Through research, I learned another previous owner bemade their marks (and remarkably most of them had lieved in the presence of the original owner of the house
some artistic sensibility). One was especially creative. – the schoolteacher. Returning from visits home or after
He and his family still lived nearby in a larger home. He saying goodbye to departing family and friends, I heard
told me many things about the schoolteacher’s house, myself say out loud, “If you’re here, please speak to me;
and took great pride in having painted almost 90 lilies I sure could use a conversation”. There was no response,
in one of the bedrooms. But he sold the house, and the no ghost, no stories to listen to. I was in a beautiful, but
new owner painted over the lilies. I would have liked to empty house.
have seen them. Only one of his creative paintings reContinued on page 11
Throughout my 28-year Navy career, my family and
I moved nearly every two years. I have participated in
renovating seven homes including two that were nearly
100 years old. I want to tell you about one in particular
that was built in the early 1900s. My story will lead to
the Block 100 Foundation proposal that is now being
reconsidered by the sponsors.

Wisconsin—home of snowmobiles
and… surfboards? Inventions like
the weather service, jockey shorts,
professional wrestling, and the
electric guitar all have Wisconsin
roots. Get the scoop on the
inventions you know and discover
the intriguing stories behind the
innovations you might not expect!

Wisconsin Innovations is supported by a lead gift from the Madison Community Foundation. This exhibition is also
made possible by American Family Insurance; The Evjue Foundation, Inc., the charitable arm of The Capital Times;
and Sentry Equipment Corporation; with additional support from Ann L. Koski and Promega Corporation.

ON MADISON’S CAPITOL SQUARE
30 North Carroll Street I Madison, WI 53703
608-264-6555 I WisconsinHistoricalMuseum.org
Open Tuesday–Saturday, 9:00 AM–4:00 PM
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want to see the Mifflin Street block party become with
our fellow committee members

Planning for 2012 Mifflin
Street Block Party
By Michael Stluka

M

ay is fast approaching and with it, comes the annual Mifflin Street Block Party. An event that
started as a political protest 40 years ago now draws a
crowd more interested in celebrating before finals. Over
the years calls have been made to end the event. Those
calls became fiercer following the unfortunate events
at last year's block party including two stabbings and
injury to police officers. Following a particularly critical
response from city hall, a diverse group started working
to try to provide some planning for what was going to
happen to the block party in 2012.
Realizing that an event would occur, whether or not the
city wanted to shut it down, residents held a neighborhood meeting in February to discuss their visions for the
future of the block party. A result of that meeting was
the formation of a committee to start the planning process. The committee draws on a diverse group of student
government representatives, neighborhood residents,
city staff, and police representatives. The committee
has been meeting weekly and will continue to meet each
week until the day of the event. All parties realize that
planning needs to be done to address the safety of all
in attendance. Many members
would like to see the party turned
around from an embarrassment
into a community event that has
a positive value to the city. Those
goals have united this core group
to work on the issues surrounding
Mifflin, hoping to reshape it for
a better and safer future.
The Associated Students of Madison surveyed the entire UW
Madison student body on their
views of the block party. They
received a good response. The
primary points were that students
were going to attend the block
party and they wanted it to be
safe. Using the survey data, we
as students have drafted what we

“The students foresee the Mifflin Street Block party being
a safe sponsored event that incorporates local community
involvement. The block party should begin in the afternoon and include the 400-600 blocks of West Mifflin
Street in order to provide a larger space to spread out
events and prevent overcrowding as well as have a venue
for amplified music and possible public engagement. All
city ordinances will be enforced and most importantly
open containers on the street will be forbidden. We
believe that it is important to have many popular food
options in order to curb alcohol consumption as well as
have a fair number of port-a-potties to decrease arrests
and provide a cleaner environment.”
The point of having the event sponsored is that a streetuse permit may be granted to the sponsor so that streets
can be closed on and near the event. In addition, the
sponsor can be the point person to help plan and coordinate with the city, neighborhood residents, and the
students. Having the streets cleared not only provides
safety from traffic for the event goers, but allows the sponsor to install port-a-potties, to have the ability to setup
stages for music and guest speakers, and would allow
Continued on page 12, coulmn 2

Members of the Mifflin Street Block Party committee
CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOODS, INC.
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New and Renewed Members of Capitol Neighborhoods
January - February, 2012
Beth Ament
Wayne E. Bigelow
Linda Bloom
Carol Brooks
Tom Christensen
Mark Fleming
Grace Fleming
Nelson D. Flynn
Ann J. Flynn
Sheridan Glen

Paul J. Heiser
Patricia Heiser
Stephanie Kessenich
Ginny Kruse
Jeffrey T. Kuesel
Mrs. Lee
Larry Lichte
Gordon P. Lodahl
Loretta M. Lodahl
Carol M Mullins

Allan R. Odden
Matthew Peterson
Krishna Pradhan
Steve Pudloski
Gwen Schultz
Larry Warman
Barbara J. Williams
Jeffrey Wills
Dennis J. Wogsland

We Appreciate Our Business Members
Xer-Lith Printing & Copying LLC
The Great Dane Pub
Cameron Management, Inc.
Capitol Centre Market

Dines Incorporated
Bert Stitt and Associates
Samba’s
Hammes Company

Thank you for your support!

Donate to Capitol Neighborhoods
Help CNI continue to improve the experience of residing in Madison’s vibrant downtown by donating generously.
All contributions are tax deductible. Make your check payable to Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc. and mail to:
Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc.
P.O. Box 2613,
Madison, WI 53701-2613

Capitol
Neighborhoods
is a 501(c)(3)
organization.
Membership
and all
Capitol
Neighborhoods is a 501(c)(3)
organization.
Membership fees and
all donations arefees
tax deductible
Page 10
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cept that we can no longer dictate what is done to the
building. Even the decision to “landmark” a building
can be changed by current residents. We have our stories
At a recent Landmarks Commission meeting, David and the new owners will have theirs.
Stark, grandson of Paul E. Stark, the founder of Stark
Reality, spoke about the building at the corner of Fairch- When the new buildings and garden space envisioned by
ild and Mifflin Streets. David said that he and his family the Block 100 Foundation are completed, I will sit in the
support the Block 100 Foundation proposal including outdoor restaurant seating, and raise my glass for a toast
the demolition of the Stark Building. In response, one to the schoolteacher whose home I enjoyed. Perhaps,
of the commissioners suggested that David Stark’s grand- this time in a renewed setting, she will join me in the
children might want the building preserved. But no, the celebration of her story.
Starks made their family decision long ago. They have
their family, their memories, and their
stories. They have moved on.
Continued from page 8

Another building also with many stories
is the landmarked Shubert Building. It
remains the largest impediment to making the vision of the Block 100 Foundation a reality. I have been inside all of the
buildings involved in the Foundation’s
proposal. To me, the Shubert Building is
the most impressive with its tile floor and
seemingly much of the original woodwork. But it’s in terrible condition. I do
not have the money to invest in its restoration and, at this point, the Frautschis
are not selling the building. For certain,
the costs of restoration would be much
more than its market value or what they
paid for the building. The Block 100
Foundation proposal included saving and
recycling as much of the buildings materials as possible. More desirable than “my”
chandelier, the Foundation planed to
retain and feature, in their new buildings,
the leaded three-paneled glass transom
of the building formerly known as the
“Silver Dollar Saloon and Restaurant”.
This symbol of the past would continue
to inspire story telling.

Make your home more comfortable
and energy efficient while adding value
s.EWPROGRAMFROMTHE#ITYOF-ADISONFORHOMESTOHELPOFFSET
THECOSTOFMAKINGENERGYIMPROVEMENTS
s7ORKWITHALOCALENERGYADVOCATETHATWILLHELPGUIDEYOU
THROUGHTHEPROCESS
s'ETAPROFESSIONALEVALUATION TESTINGANDWRITTENRECOMMEN
DATIONSFROM&OCUSON%NERGY 7ISCONSINUTILITIESSTATEWIDE
PROGRAMFORENERGYEFFICIENCYANDRENEWABLEENERGY
s'ETACCESSTOLOW INTERESTFINANCINGFROM3UMMIT#REDIT5NION
SUMMITCREDITUNIONCOM TOFINANCEYOURPROJECTAND#ASH "ACK
2EWARDSFROM&OCUSON%NERGYTOHELPOFFSETTHECOSTOFELIGIBLE
IMPROVEMENTS

Call Green Madison at 877-399-1204
or visit cityofmadison.com/greenmadison

Like the previous and current owners of
my “haunted” house, we all make an impression on the property we own. Sometimes the impression lasts and sometimes
it is covered up with a new coat of paint.
And sometimes, the building is replaced.
By selling and moving out, we must ac- *6
CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOODS, INC.
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Proposed resolution would expand Façade Improvement
Grant Program to Landmarks
By Jason Tisch

T

hree Alders are sponsoring a resolution that would
expand the Façade Improvement Grant Program to
commercially zoned city Landmarks. Alders Tim Bruer,
Sue Ellingson, and Marsha Rummel have signed on to
the resolution that would expand the target area of the
successful program to include all commercially-zoned
designated city Landmarks that are outside of the current
target area. The change would make the program available
to an additional 17 properties. The Common Council
has to approve the resolution before it becomes effective.
The Façade Improvement Grant Program provides
matching grants up to $10,000 per façade ($25,000 for
flatiron buildings) for fixing and improving the appearance of facades on commercial buildings in certain areas
of the city. The program was established in 2004 as a way
to support local businesses by encouraging business and
property owners to reinvest in commercial properties in
the downtown and neighborhood business districts. The
program’s current target area includes commercial buildings along Monroe St., Park St., Atwood Ave., Sherman
Ave., Williamson St., the Capitol Square and State St.
area, and other neighborhood commercial districts.

project required a waiver because the property is not in
one of the program’s target areas but is a city Landmark.
The expansion of the Façade Improvement Grant program would provide a financial incentive for the repair
and maintenance of those Landmarks that become
eligible for the program. Currently, there is virtually
no incentive for appropriate treatment of these locally
designated historic properties. Madison’s Landmarks
ordinance, like those of many other cities, acts as a stick,
compelling appropriate treatment through zoning regulation, where the federal historic preservation program
(the National Register of Historic Places) acts more like
a carrot, incentivizing appropriate treatment with tax
credits and providing no consequences for inappropriate
treatment. Many cities offset the encumbrance of local
designation by offering financial incentives or assistance
for the proper maintenance of historic properties. Property tax relief is a common incentive but is disallowed in
Wisconsin by a uniformity clause in our state constitution. The only other financial relief we offer in Madison is
a waiver of encroachment fees for designated Landmarks
with building elements that hang over (encroach on) the
public right-of-way. Club Majestic in the former Majestic Theatre, with its overhanging marquee, is a good

Since its inception the program has awarded 56 grants
totaling $732,957, and has leveraged $1,334,331
in private investment in commercial properties,
for total investments of $2,067,288. The program
was intended to encourage “uncovering and restoring historic facades,” and generally “enhancing”
and “beautifying” commercial facades. It does
not specify design guidelines, but projects must be
reviewed by the Urban Design Commission and
other commissions if required by zoning regulations.
Several grant recipients have received Historic
Preservation Awards from the Madison Trust for
Historic Preservation for the grant-funded work,
including Roman Candle Pizza on Williamson St.
and the Plough Inn and Neuhauser Pharmacy on
Monroe St. The recently reopened Livingston Inn
B&B at 752 E. Gorham St. received a grant last
year to restore the ornate Gothic front porch. That The Casserly House on W. Washington Ave. is one of 17 city Landmarks
that would become eligible for the Facade Improvement Grant Program.
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example. The waiver affects less than a dozen Landmarks. Continued from page 9
The expansion of the Façade Improvement Grant Program would be a positive step toward a package of incentive options that Madison should continue to develop for
owners of city Landmarks. Since Landmark designation
requires a property owner to submit to an additional layer
of zoning regulation designed to contribute to the public
benefit. Because not all local Landmarks are listed on
the National Register, and therefore eligible for the tax
credit program, the city should continue to find ways to
help offset the costs of complying with design guidelines
for Landmarks and Historic Districts.

vendors on the street to sell food and other items to the
Block Party Guests. The committee felt it was necessary
to have a strong community emphasis in order to decrease
arrests (roughly 74% of those arrested or issued citations
were not from the 3 major Madison Colleges) and to
have local students and residents take more ownership
over the event.

The committee has agreed on another critical component
to a safer Mifflin is to create a central and unifying theme
for the event. In years past, when the event has fallen
on May 5th, the traditional theme has been “Cinco-DeLandmarks that would become eligible for the program Mifflin.” We as a committee are working to transform
are:
this, building more community character. Ideas at
1. Luther Memorial Chapel (Church Key Bar), 626 present include “I am Mifflin,” “Its our Mifflin,” “MifUniversity Ave.
flin Madison,” “Take Back Mifflin,” and “Mifflin now,
2. Milwaukee Road Depot, 640 W. Washington Ave. Mifflin Forever” are the current themes being discussed
3. Longfellow School, 210 S. Brooks St.
in order to reflect the goal of an event with local identity.
4. Madison Catholic Assn. Clubhouse, 15 E. Wilson St. The student members of the group will be taking these
5. Madison Club, 5 E. Wilson St.
themes to various student forums to discuss which theme
6. Stoner House, 321 S. Hamilton St.
the students support most while spreading the rebrand7. Heistand School, 4418 Milwaukee St.
ing message and to stir enthusiasm amongst our fellow
8. Stang-Wirth House, 2817 Milwaukee St.
students to work for a better Mifflin Street Block Party.
9. Gisholt Machine Co. Manufacturing Complex, 1245
E. Washington Ave.
While I know some will doubt the work that the com10. Fuller & Johnson Manufacturing Co. Office Build- mittee is so doing and will be skeptical that we can turn
ing, 1356 E. Washington Ave.
Mifflin around, I cannot help but think of the those that
11. Kayser House, 802 E. Gorham St.
doubted changes could be made to turn around Hallow12. Leitch House, 752 E. Gorham St.
een on State Street. Halloween on State Street has now
13. Pierce House, 424 N. Pinckney St.
become a positive draw for Madison and I believe that
14. Stevens House, 401 N. Carroll St.
with enough cooperation between invested stakeholders
15. First Church of Christ Scientist, 315 Wisconsin Ave. on Mifflin, we can do the same for the Mifflin Street
16. Bush House, 14 S. Broom St.
Block Party in 2012 and beyond.
17. Casserly House, 403 W. Washington Ave.

Sadhana Wine

33 S. Bassett Street • Madison
(608) 250--2389

LARGE SELECTION
OF MICROBREWS
WINES & LIQUOR
FROM AROUND THE WORLD
Friendly & Knowledgeable Staff
FREE PARKING AT 432 W. MAIN ST.
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Madison Trust Award Event Set
For May 3
The Madison Trust for Historic Preservation will recognize notable
projects in restoration, rehabilitation and preservation at its annual
awards event on Thursday, May 3. The event begins at 5:30 p.m.
at the Madison Masonic Center at 301 Wisconsin Avenue.
“The awards are one way we bring attention to the value and importance of historic places,” said Jason Tish, executive director of
the Madison Trust. “The range and quality of what we honor is
a reminder of the good work that is done in the Madison area.”
Before the awards program, guests can take tours of the interior of
the “Temple of Freemasonry,” designed in 1923-25 by Law, Law
and Potter, Madison’s most prominent and successful architectural
office at the time. There will be complementary hors d’oeuvres
and a cash bar.

Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc.

Downtown Dialogue
April - May, 2012
Volume 18, Number 2
Scott Kolar, Editor
Distribution: Ilse Hecht, Adam Plotkin,
Megan Christiansen
Contact us at info@capitolneighborhoods.org
For more information visit our website at
www.capitolneighborhoods.org
Executive Committee Members
Davy Mayer, President
Scott Kolar, Vice President
Dan O’Brien, Secretary
Megan Christiansen, Treasurer
Rick Broughman
Cliff Fisher
Michael Johnson
Brenda Konkel
Fred Mohs
Lupe Montes Tydrich
John Sheean

For the first time, this year’s event will feature a silent action with
a chance to bid on tickets for Frank Lloyd Wright Wisconsin’s
2012 Wright & Like event, a stay in northern Minnesota near the
Boundary Waters, concert tickets, and more.

District Chairs
Larry Warman, Mifflin District
Eugene Devitt, Mansion Hill District
Jim Skrentny, First Settlement District
James Madison Park District
Peter Ostlind, Bassett District

Tickets are $50 for each table seat with tables of eight available for
$400. Theater seating tickets are $35 each. Tickets may be reserved
by calling the Madison Trust at 608-441-8864.

Committee Chairs
Megan Christiansen, Finance Chair
Peter Ostlind, Developent Review Oversight Chair
Mary Kolar, Membership/Media/Development
Chair
Joe Bonardi, Garden Chair
Davy Mayer, Physical Linkages Chair
Bill Patterson, Education and City Issues
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Jonathan Cooper, Downtown Plan Ad Hoc Chair
Program Chair
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Melissa Berger Past President
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The Madison Trust for Historic Preservation provides leadership in
the preservation of important historic places in the greater Madison
area through advocacy, education and technical assistance. Preservation field services provided by the Madison Trust are assisted
by a Partners in the Field challenge grant from the National Trust
for Historic Preservation.
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and graphics projects. Projects reflect a wide variety of
concepts, scale, and interests:

Form Follows Inspiration
at Design MMoCA:

•

An Exhibition of Design Projects
April 26-May 6, 2012
Gala Preview: April 25, 2012

T

•

he Madison Museum of Contemporary Art will
host its biennial design showcase, Design MMoCA,
from Thursday, April 26, to Sunday, May 6, with a gala
preview on Wednesday, April 25. Both a fundraiser and
a signature event for the museum, Design MMoCA
celebrates the intersection of art and design through an •
exhibition of unique projects by top area designers. This
spring’s Design MMoCA will present more projects by
more designers working in more design disciplines than
ever before. Each participant is challenged to develop
an out-of-the-box, no-holds-barred design inspired by a
work from the museum’s permanent collection.

Rick Shaver and Lee Melahn of Pleasant Living will
create a glamorous, industrial-chic dining room inspired by Carl Corey’s 2008 photograph titled 2090-At Random, Milwaukee.
Pitch Interactive, a data visualization firm, will design
and build an interactive artwork powered by a Kinect
sensor. Inspired by the bold, candy-colored stripes
of Gene Davis’ 1969 screenprint Battle for GrownUps, a screen of vertical stripes will change in color
and thickness based upon what the viewer is wearing
and his or her distance from the screen.
Sager Design, working in collaboration with UWMadison Interior Design students, will take inspiration from the primary color scheme and basic
geometrical forms of Pat Stier’s Abstraction, Belief,
Desire (1981) to create a cardboard disaster relief
shelter. Students will engage in the process of design
thinking--a human-centered, collaborative, optimistic
approach to design--to create a shelter intended to
give its residents a sense of place during a time of
homelessness.

In former years, Design MMoCA was limited to interior
design and architecture. This year, Design MMoCA will
expand to include graphic design, industrial design, and
other related disciplines. The resulting projects, as well as Other participants in Design MMoCA 2012 are:
the artworks that inspired them, will be on view in the Chapa Design; Matt Cook and Molly Wallner; Karina
Cutler-Lake; Design Concepts; Erdman; Hiebing; Stemuseum’s galleries and lobby; admission is free.

Continued on page 17
The Design MMoCA Process
Whatever their medium, training, or
focus, each participating designer begins
by selecting a work of art from the museum’s permanent collection to use as
inspiration for their design installation.
The museum’s collection of 5,000 works
includes paintings, prints, photographs,
drawings, and three-dimensional works by
nationally and internationally acclaimed
artists. Among the pieces chosen by this
year’s Design MMoCA participants are
works by Christo and Jean Claude, Jim
Dine, Sol Lewitt, and Claes Oldenberg.
Each work will be either incorporated
within the installation or hung adjacent
to it. Installations will include rooms, A bedroom design by Mark Jenssen from the 2008 Design MMoCA. Photo © Martha Busse.
interactive media displays, furniture pieces,
CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOODS, INC.
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software and a new format in February 2012.

News from Madison Public
Library

If you subscribed in the past you’ll still get email newsletters in your area of interest… just perhaps with a new
newsletter name. If you haven’t-- why not sign-up now?
We send direct to your inbox various lists: Self-Made
Style (decorating, crafts, cooking, photography, fashion,
Central Library Under Construction
more); Beyond Bestsellers—(newer, well-reviewed fiction
t’s finally happening – the Central Library at 201 W. or non-fiction books); History (titles of interest handpicked by a librarian); New Central Library updates and
Mifflin Street is officially under construction.
more. To subscribe, visit http://www.madisonpublicliOn February 28, the Madison Common Council brary.org/insider
awarded the construction contract for the Central Library reconstruction project to J. H. Findorff and Son, Central Library’s Book Collection at 126 S.
Inc. of Madison. They won the contract with a low bid Hamilton St.—a work in progress!
of $18,501,000.00. Four firms had bid on the project.
We’ve been open a few months now and have worked
Hazardous material removal began in early March, out some of the kinks in operating out of a much smaller
and general conspace. We’re also
struction began in
responding to your
late March. On
book interests! We
March 27 at 10
have increased the
am, J.H. Findorff
selection of paand Son, Inc., the
perback fiction—
City of Madison,
both literary and
the Madison Pubmysteries, thrilllic Library and the
ers and romance.
Madison Public
We’ve added extra
Library Foundashelves of children’s
tion hosted a joint
picture books and
media event offifact books as well
cially kicking off
as more children’s
the construction
comics. We have
project for the new
brought another
Central Library.
large load of nonThe Bohrod mural being covered prior to the start of construction.
fiction books from
Ongoing updates
our storage facility
and construction-in-process photos are available on
to the temporary site. Those books are now merged with
the library’s web site at www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/
new non-fiction into one large section of books on all
new-central-library or by signing up for email updates
subjects. We hope this means you’ll have more success
via Madison Public Library Insider at www.madisonfinding titles of interest and that we can respond to
publiclibrary.org/insider (choose New Central Library).
requests for books across the subject spectrum with a
Reading Suggestions and Library Updates -- book that’s ‘in’ at the temporary Central. Of course we
can’t fit everything we’d like to in this tiny space, but we
Straight to your Inbox
do want to hear from you about what subjects/types of
We like to read...we read reviews...we’re book insiders! books you’d like to see more of ‘on hand.’ Please stop at
And we’ve organized the best of our reading and research the reference desk and let us know!
into newsletters delivered straight to your inbox! Madison
Public Library’s 25 email newsletters switched to new

I
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Additional information about Design MMoCA 2012,
Continued from page 15
including a detailed schedule of related talks and events,
ven Driscoll Hixson; Heejin Hwang; InteriorLOGIC; is available at mmoca.org.
Heath Matysek-Snyder and Julie Vondervellen; Mark
S.C. Nelson; Doug Pahl and Kate Pahl; Lauren Slattery; Hours and Sponsors
Philip Stankard; and University of Wisconsin Design
Studies Students.
Design MMoCA will be on view during regular museum
Gala Opening and Special Programming
The Design MMoCA gala preview will take place from 6
to 9:30 pm on Wednesday, April 25. The event will support the museum’s year-round free-admissions policy. In
addition to previewing the exhibition, guests will have the
opportunity to mingle with members of the design community and sample delectable hors d’oeuvres from Fresco,
the museum’s rooftop restaurant. The cost to attend is
$65 for museum members and $75 for non-members.
Tickets may be purchased online or by contacting the
museum at 608.257.0158.

hours: Tuesday–Thursday (noon–5 pm); Friday (noon–8
pm); Saturday (10 am–8 pm); and Sunday (noon–5 pm).
The museum is closed on Mondays.
Hiebing, the Madison-based integrated marketing and
brand management firm that created marketing campaigns for Design MMoCA in 2008 and 2010, has again
sponsored the event by branding Design MMoCA 2012
on the museum’s behalf.

Generous support for Design MMoCA 2012 has been
provided by The Century House, Johnson Bank, Ben
and Katie Marcus, Iconi Interiors, Hiebing, Associated
Housewrights, Amy Radspinner Design, and Theodora
Special programming for Design MMoCA includes a free Zehner. Media support has been provided by Madison
public meet-the-designer session on Sunday, April 29, Magazine, WISCTV Channel3/Channel3000.com, and
and a series of gallery talks focusing on the installations. Wisconsin Public Radio.

Downtown Madison’s

sweet

spot is the Dayton Street Grille. Chef Charles

Lazzareschi has created a menu where the

savory

powers of

contemporary, imaginative American cuisine welcome irresistible international
ﬂavorings and sustainable, farm-to-table ingredients in a casual and tasteful setting.
Entrées are paired with sweet, savory and

spicy

sauces on the side.

It’s ﬁne dining, times three.

in The Madison Concourse Hotel
serving dinner 5:30 - 10:00 pm | 1 w. dayton st. | 608 257 6000 | daytonstreetgrille.com
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Pre-orders will be accepted from April 1 through May
12. Mail or drop off order forms at::

Annual Flowering Plant
Sale to Benefit Capitol
Neighborhoods
By Joe Bonardi

Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc. is proud to once again
hold our annual summer flowering plant sale. We are
offing many beautiful and easy to grow plants this year.
Pre-order your plants by using the order form in this
issue. You can also download the order form from our
web site at www.capitolneighborhoodsinc.org and order
forms will be available at our cooperating partner’s office,
Marsden’s State Farm Insurance, 14 N. Carroll St on the
Capitol Square.

Marsden’s State Farm - Capitol Square Office
14 N. Carroll St.
Madison, WI 53703
Hours are Mon.-Fri. 9 A.M. to 7 P.M., Saturdays 9 A.M.
to 3 P.M.
Plants must be picked up on Saturday, May 19 between
9 A.M.- 2 P.M. at the Madison Senior Center’s outdoor
courtyard at 330 West Mifflin St. A limited number of
plants will be available the day of the sale including coleus
in various colors, bright green potato vines, dracaena, and
lobelia in 4½ inch pots for $6.00. Pre-orders for these
will not be required.

All proceeds help fund improvements and beautification
projects throughout the Capitol Neighborhood districts.
As in past years, we have sun loving pink, red, and white Some past projects include the plantings around the Basgeraniums. New for this year we also have wave petunias set district sign on West Washington Ave, James Madison
in white, blue, and purple, new guinea impatiens in Park’s terrace and balcony area, and the Period Garden
white, red and salmon, coleus in various colors, bright Park on East Gorham to name a few. Please help your
green potato vines, and dracaena. All make wonder- neighbors keep our districts looking bright and beautiful
ful container plantings for sun or shade and can really by purchasing your plants from CNI this year.
brighten up a patio or balcony. All varieties are available
in 4½ inch pots for $6.00. Geraniums are also available If you would like to help out, volunteers are needed for
in 7½ inch pots for $10.00.
the day of the sale on Saturday, May 19. For information
contact Joe Bonardi at joebonardi@yahoo.com.
A special thanks to Findorff, MG&E,
and Fred and Mary Mohs for sponsoring
the sale. Much appreciation to Orchids
Garden Center for supplying the beautiful and healthy plants and Marsden’s State
Farm Capitol Square Office for receiving
our orders.
Here’s wishing everyone a great growing
season!
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However, the University does not have a timeline for
the new expansion. And although the University had a
purchasing opinion for the parcels, the University allowed
these agreements to lapse in 2006.

Zoning conflicts on Brooks
Street
By Alder Scott Resnick

To complicate matters, the property owner’s lawyer has
fter receiving approval at the Urban Design Com- argued that by blocking the construction the University
mission, the Plan Commission determined to refer and City would effectively devalue the property. An
the discussion of a 14-unit, five story student apartment opinion from the city attorney found that the proposal
should not be denied on the basis of future use recomat 202-206 Brooks Street.
mendations. For this reason, the proposal has been reBefore the referral, the commission raised two intriguing referred to the Urban Design Commission to review the
concerns with the proposed construction: city zoning and project against the design recommendations contained
in the Regent Street-South Campus Neighborhood Plan
condemnation rights.
and provide a recommendation to the Plan Commission.
In regards to zoning, the project is zoned for campus
development in accordance with the Regent Street Neigh- Regardless of the final decision by the Plan Commission,
borhood Plan and 2005 Campus Master Plan. Only the this raises a number of questions concerning future land
Regent Street Neighborhood Plan has been accepted and use and the University. Hopefully the city can work with
approved by the City Council, and admittedly, one of the University to develop a precedent so conflicts within
its authors testified that the zoning on the 200 block of this neighborhood and the Spring Street neighborhood
can be avoided in the future.
Brooks Street was not given much thought.

A

The proposal is similar to other new development on
campus. The apartment building
would replace two houses constructed
around 1922 that have outlived their
lifespan. The project would provide
ample bike and moped parking, while
utilizing sustainable building practices such as a blue roof. In general,
committees have found the building
itself suitable for campus.
City Staff and the UW oppose the
construction. Since the ideal use
for the property is academia, City
Staff has recommended the project
be placed on file (or in other words,
terminated). This is because the University’s long range plan calls for a
105,000 sq ft expansion of Education
Sciences building and green space on
these parcels. While this development
would not block the expansion, the
eventual academic building would be
taller and include substantially less
green space.

Rendering of proposed apartment building on Brooks Street.
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the devastating health effects of tobacco.”

Jump in Illegal Tobacco
Sales to Kids
Four Years of Decline Followed by
Disturbing Increase

E

very year at this time, Public Health Madison and
Dane County (PHMDC) issues a report on the rate
of tobacco sales to underage youth. After four years of
steady declines in the rate of these illegal sales, the results
for 2011 show a dramatic and disturbing increase. This
information is gathered by means of compliance checks
that are carried out by trained teams of young people
between the ages of 16 and 17 under the supervision of
PHMDC staff. The check consists of an underage team
member attempting to purchase a tobacco product.

The Wisconsin WINS-the Wisconsin tobacco prevention
and control program-was created in 2002 to comply
with federal mandates designed to reduce the number
of tobacco sales to minors. When the program began in
2002, tobacco sales to minors represented 33 percent of
total tobacco sales in Wisconsin.
Burmeister concluded “Retail clerks play a frontline
role in preventing young people from getting access to
tobacco products, because when minors have a harder
time gaining access to tobacco, they are less likely to
become lifetime smokers.”

Tobacco companies spend $274 million per year on
advertising in Wisconsin. In 2011, Wisconsin received
$840 million from the 1998 tobacco settlement and
from tobacco tax revenue. Less than one percent of that
This team carried out 300 compliance checks in Madison amount actually went to tobacco prevention programs.
and Dane County. In 2011, on a county-wide basis,
these young people were successful in buying tobacco For more information on tobacco control efforts see our
just under 12 percent of the time. Within the City of website at www.publichealthmdc.com. For information
Madison, the rate was just under 17 percent and in the on the Wisconsin WINS program, see www.wiwins.org
rest of the county the rate was almost 8 percent. While
the county rate represents a slight increase, the Madison
rate is almost double of last year´s rate.

SpringFest Arts & Craft
Show at Warner Park

Store employees are required to request and check the
identification of young people attempting to purchase
tobacco products. If the clerk refuses to sell tobacco to
one of our youth team members, a PHMDC staff mem- March 31, 2012, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
ber will come in and provide the clerk with a thank you
card. If the young person is successful in making the
The Warner Park Community Recreation Center, 1625
purchase, the staff member will come in and inform the
Northport Drive, will be hosting the SpringFest Arts &
clerk that a citation will be issued to the clerk and the
Craft show on March 31 from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
business owner (license holder) within a week. The citations are issued in accordance with Wisconsin statutes.
Over 70 crafters from around the Midwest will be selling
their wares. There will be spring & holiday-themed crafts,
According to Lyle Burmeister, PHMDC´s Tobacco Concountry crafts, wood crafts, wreaths, baskets, jewelry and
trol Youth Coordinator, “This is particularly troubling
much, much more.
in light of the fact that studies show that 80 percent of
all smokers start smoking before age 18.” Burmeister • Entrance fee is $1.
added, “We know that tobacco use is the leading cause of • Food and beverages will be available.
preventable death in the US so it is critical that we keep • Door Prizes!
up both education and enforcement to make sure that the • Plenty of free parking.
young people of Wisconsin do not become replacements For more information contact WPCRC at 608-245for the 1,200 people in the US who die every day due to 3690, or on our website www.wpcrc.com
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April and May at the
Madison Senior Center
All activities are held at the Senior Center, 330 W. Mifflin
Street. Call 266-6581 to register or visit our website at
www.MadisonSeniorCenter.org.

Calling All Artists! An Artful Affair, Senior
Art Show
Are you an artist age 55 or older? An Artful Affair is
an opportunity for Dane County artists to display their
artwork and compete for cash prizes. Enter works in
watercolor, pastels, oils, ink/pencil, chalk, acrylics or
mixed media on Tuesday, April 24. The Opening Show
will be part of downtown Madison’s Gallery Night on
Friday, May 4. Call 266-6581 for a brochure or visit
www.MadisonSeniorCenter.org to print an application.

How to Win Friends and Influence Legislators
Learn how to be a good advocate at this 3-week class beginning Thursday, April 12 from 9:30 - noon. Featured
speakers include Bob Lang, Director of the Legislative
Fiscal Bureau (4-12), State Senator Tim Cullen (4-19)
and Senator Alberta Darling, co-chair of the Joint Committee on Finance (invited for 4-16). Explore WI state
legislature website and tour the State Capitol from 9:30
- noon. Join coordinator Tom Frazier, retired executive
director and lobbyist for the Coalition of Wisconsin Aging Groups for over 26 years. $15 fee. Call 266-6581
today!

Fair Housing: Know Your Rights
Are you a renter, homeowner, or home seeker? Learn
about how fair housing law protects you against illegal
housing discrimination. Discrimination in rental, sales,
homeowner’s insurance and financing can be subtle,
confusing, and difficult to detect. Join the Fair Housing
Center staff on Friday, April 13 at 10 am to see what
discrimination might look like, what to do if you think
you have experienced it, and how we can assist you. No
charge, but call 257-0853 to register.

Celebrate Older Americans Month
Older Americans Month is celebrated each year during
CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOODS, INC.
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the month of May. Named in 1963 by President John Antique and Collectible Appraisal Fair
F. Kennedy as “Senior Citizens Month,” Jimmy Carter
changed the designation to its current name in 1980. Bring your items to the Appraisal Fair on Sunday, May
Presidents and communities have issued proclamations 6. Choose up to three items, register for a specific time
for the past 49 years, honoring older adults and their slot and visit with an appraiser. 1 – 2 items for $10 each,
many contributions to their communities. The slogan 3 items for $25, cash or check. No firearms or similar
for the 2012 celebration is never too old to play!
items. Fair will be held from 11 am – 3 pm, Sunday, May
6 at the Senior Center. Food and refreshments will be
Gallery Night in downtown Madison, Friday, available. We welcome these appraisers: Shirley Bauman
May 4.
of Heirloom Appraisals is a Generalist/Fine Arts; Lisa
Bodi is a Specialist in Jewelry; and Joyce Hellenbrand,
Visit us for opening night of An Artful Affair. Visit owner of Joys and Trifles, is a Generalist (emphasizes
other near-by galleries; all are open with refreshments and china and glassware). Call 266-6581 for details.
special shows. Enjoy a pleasant evening stroll, viewing
interesting art and celebrating the talents of local artists. Legal & Financial Planning Seminar

Celebrate Young Essay Readers with an Ice Join Guest presenter, Attorney Jeff Clark, Boardman &
Clark, for this two-part workshop for families. It provides
Cream Social
On Wednesday, May 9, from 3-4:30 pm, hear students
from eight Madison Metropolitan School District middle
schools read winning essays on: “My Best Older Friend”
or “My Grandparents.” Listen to the sincere reflections
of these young people, topped off with some fun social
time featuring ice cream sundaes. Look for parents,
city dignitaries and school officials at the event. Kindly
register at 266-6581.

olume 17, Number 3

an overview of legal and financial issues for anyone caring
for an older family member. Topics include basic estate
planning; advance directives; guardianship; medical assistance; funeral pre-planning; and various ways to pay
for long-term care. Register for Tuesdays, May 1 & 8
from 5:30-7:30 pm by calling 266-6581. Sponsored by
the Alzheimer’s & Dementia Alliance of Wisconsin and
Madison Senior Center.
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Megan Caldwell, DVM & Lisa Olson, DVM
529 S. Park Street
Madison, WI 53715
Ph: 608.270.1070
wholepetclinic.com
Promoting Health to Prevent Disease
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• Services
Wellness Visits
include:
• •
Vaccines
Wellness Visits
Vaccines
• •Nutrition
Consultation
Nutrition Consultation
• •
Acupuncture
• Acupuncture
• Chiropractic
• Spinal Manipulative Therapy
• •Surgery
Surgeryand
andDentistry
Dentistry
• •Behavior
BehaviorConsultation
Consultation

1431 Northern Ct.  251.1814

CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOODS, INC.
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PERMIT NO. 535

FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED
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