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The Road Not Taken
By Davy Mayer, President, CNI

M

any of us living downtown who do a lot of walking find ourselves taking the same paths over and
over: to work, on errands and back home again. We take
these paths because they’re usually the shortest route or
avoid a hill or an uncontrolled intersection. But take
a look at a map and all of those streets: there certainly
must be some you’ve never walked down.
I’ll often find myself with some extra time
before an appointment and choose to take
an intentionally roundabout route to get
there. It’s a good opportunity to explore
the downtown I claim to know so much
about!

Street -- the only “true” north-south road on the Isthmus east of Frances Street.
There are also lots of choices for “undriveable” (and
“unbikeable”) routes. Start at the end of West Wilson
Street and head east. By the time you hit Blair Street,
Wilson has alternated between two-way and one-way in
either direction four times (something to
be looked at in future traffic engineering
studies). No one can drive or legally bike
the entire length of this route, but you can
walk it.

I first started writing this piece during one
of our warm snaps. Now that the weather
has shifted, some of these journeys will
One good method in expanding your
have to wait until spring. But if you see me
travels is to pick one street and walk the
out walking and ask where I’m going, don’t
length of it. On the Isthmus we have lots
be surprised if I tell you that sometimes the
of streets with lake terminuses that are perfect for this. Try starting at Pinckney and Wilson and journey is more important to me than the destination.
head towards Lake Mendota. You’ll take a hilly path
past the Capitol, Period Garden Park, Mansion Hill Inn Note: In writing this, I looked up “The Road Less Travand end up in a cul-de-sac at the end of North Pinckney eled,” thinking that to be the name of the poem by Robert
with a nice lake view. But that’s not the end … there’s a Frost, but found that instead to be a commonly misattribpath that leads down a treacherous embankment to sur- uted title, due to the penultimate line of the poem bearing
prisingly secluded spot on the lakeshore. Henry Street those words, “The Road Not Taken”.
is another good choice for this exercise, or Hamilton
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nancing offer. Low-interest, flexible-term financing
between $1,000 and $15,000 is available through the
program’s financial partner, Summit Credit Union.

Green Madison
By Paul R. Soglin, Mayor

T

ake a look at Green Madison. I urge you to consider utilizing this very popular program to save
money and improve the energy efficiency of your home.
There is a similar program for businesses, but I am focusing on homeowners today

By reducing your energy needs, you can cut your energy bills and feel good about doing your part for the
environment. To learn more about the program or to
request an application, call 877.399.1204 or visit www.
cityofmadison.com/greenmadison.

Green Madison is the City of Madison’s resource for Stay warm!
saving energy and money at home and at work. A federally funded program aims to lower energy costs, reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, and boost the local economy.
The program helps City of Madison homeowners achieve significant energy savings in their homes
through improvements to the
building shell, mechanicals, and
appliances. A professional energy
consultant and participating contractors will help solve energy-related issues that will in turn, save
you money on utility bills and increase the comfort and durability of your home. Once
improvements have been made, the energy consultant
returns to verify the work was completed properly.
Green Madison rewards your energy-efficiency actions
with financial incentives. To qualify for the program’s
cash incentives you must target at least 15 percent energy savings in your home—your energy assessment will
show you exactly what you need to do. The more you
save, the more you earn.

“Ok, so we made it work. Maybe next year we
will have chairs. Now Valentines Day is coming
and we only need our two.”
“Yes. Dinner for two. Candle light. Music. What
for our dinner?”
“How about chocolate fondue? Or the Maviel Carbon Steel pan for strawberry crepes? Red candles?
Red placemats and napkins? A decanter for your
favorite Zinfandel? Lel’s check out The Kitchen
Gallery, they will have things we don’t even know
about!”
“Of course, The Kitchen Gallery. You always think
of the most exceptional things, my dear.”
107 King Street
608-467-6544 ww.thekitchengallery.biz
M-F 10-5 Sa 10-5 Su 10-3

Green Madison makes important improvements even
more affordable through a special energy-efficiency fiACTION
Have a comprehensive home energy
assessment by a participating consultant

INCENTIVE
$200 instant coupon off
the price of the evaluation

Achieve 15-24% energy savings in your home

$1,000 cash incentive

Achieve 25-34% energy savings in your home

$1,500 cash incentive

Achieve 35% or more energy savings in your
home

$2,000 cash incentive

Additional incentives may be available from Focus on Energy, Wisconsin utilities’ statewide resource for energy
efficiency.
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We Accomplish More
When We Work Together
By Joe Parisi, Dane County Executive

I

’ve always believed that by working together we can
accomplish more than any unit of government, private entity, or community can by going it alone – it’s resulted in a number of new and innovative partnerships
that help address pressing needs in our community.

Economic development is benefitting as well. Together,
the county, state Department of Agriculture, and World
Dairy Expo are working to fund major upgrades at our
Alliant Energy Center, ensuring important events that
contribute to our local economy remain at the facility
for years to come.
Together, we are getting great things done in 2013.

A new collaboration I included in my budget for this
year to help kids and parents succeed is beginning soon
in a Madison school. Together with the United Way
and the Madison Metropolitan
School District, this first of its
kind ‘birth to four year old kindergarten’ program will help address the achievement gap in our
public schools.
The pilot program will provide
hands-on resources for parents to
help them prepare their children
for success in school with at-home education and an emphasis on enrollment in 4-year-old kindergarten. The
project builds on the county’s successful Early Childhood Initiative, which has helped hundreds of moms
and dads find employment, and helped their
young children get a great start in life.
On the environmental front, our work to
clean up our lakes continues through unprecedented partnerships I’ve helped develop
between farm families, the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District, dozens of municipalities across the county, businesses, and
private groups like Clean Wisconsin and the
Clean Lakes Alliance.
Thanks to this work, we’re making progress
on lake clean up and innovating. Public/
private funding will enable us to install new
technology on our second Cow Power manure digester that will remove 100% of the
algae causing phosphorus that makes its way
into our lakes.
www.capitolneighborhoods.org
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Capitol Lakes & CNI Enjoy Improvements underway on
Useful Relationship
State, Fairchild and Mifflin
By Lynn Phelps
Streets

C

apitol Lakes Retirement Community provides no
cost services for Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc. This
includes meeting space for monthly meetings of the
Bassett District and larger meetings in the Grand Hall
for discussions of projects planned for downtown Madison. Capitol Lakes is also hosting the Mifflin District
monthly and Mifflin steering committee meetings while
the Central Library is being renovated. Capitol Lakes is
the property of Pacific Retirement Services (PRS) with
offices in Medford, Oregon. PRS acquired the former
Meriter Retirement Community in 2008. The original
community was set up in 1975 by the United Methodist Conference, starting with the current Heights, the
14 story building on South Henry Street. This original
building housed a dining area in addition to a Wellness
Center for residents as well as senior citizens living in
the Madison area.

By Mary M. Kolar

O

ne of the pleasures of walking throughout downtown Madison is seeing the improvements our
neighbors are making to their properties. This time
last year we, as a neighborhood, had many opinions
about the proposal by the “Block 100 Foundation” for
improvements to its buildings on State, Fairchild and
Mifflin Streets. At one point, after months of neighborhood and city commission meetings, there was a
possibility that the project would be delayed indefinitely. Thankfully, through good communication among
neighbors, the Foundation and city leaders, a revised
proposal earned approval.

A brief background: The Block 100 Foundation is a
private, non-profit organization created to develop, own
and operate a high-quality retail, restaurant and office
In 2004, a second building for independent living, space encompassing six properties it owns: 117-119
called The Main Gate, was constructed along Main State St, 121-123 State St, 25 State St, 127-129 State
Street. The Health Center, which is a nursing facility
Continued on page 6
for those requiring rehabilitation or long term nursing
care was built in 1979 and the Terraces was added as an
Landmark Home For Sale
assisted living facility in 1996.
627 E. Gorham St
Capitol Lakes is a not for profit 501(c)3 facility with
residents from all over the United States. Folks frequently move there to be near friends or relatives living
in the Madison area. The Mission of Capitol lakes is
to generate resources to support and enrich the quality of life for Capitol Lakes residents. However, it also
has a mission to provide space for meetings of various
organizations, such as the University PLATO groups,
performance space for University and school music students, and lectures by noted University of Wisconsin
faculty. Residents can reserve various rooms for private
get-togethers as well.
CNI appreciates the ‘no cost’ space for many of its meetings. Capitol Lakes, in turn, welcomes these requests
and continues to be a joint member of the downtown
Madison Community.
PAGE 4

On a ridge overlooking the quiet eastern end of James
Madison Park, this 1877 storybook Italiante is brimming
with original details, modern upgrades, a full backyard, and
sunset views over Lake Mendota. $329,000. Please visit
627Gorham.com or call 256-5941 for more information.
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Winter Fun and More!
By Mary Carbine, Madison’s Central Business
Improvement District (BID)

T

he Capitol Square becomes a winter sports and recreation mecca for the Madison Winter Festival,
February 16-17. Ninety truckloads of snow will transform the Square into a venue for family oriented activities such as snow sculpting, sled hill rides, snowshoeing,
winter-themed museum tours, adaptive sit ski programming, and more. Other Winter Fest events include SuperTour Pro Cross Country Ski Races, Frosty 5K Run
& Walk, and the Frosty 1 Mile Dog Jog. Stop by the ice
sculpting exhibition on Saturday, Feb. 16 from noon4:00pm at 30 on the Square, next to the Wisconsin Veterans Museum, sponsored by Madison’s Central Business Improvement District (BID) and the Greater State
Street Business Association. BID Ambassadors will staff
a Downtown Information table in the Wisconsin Historical Museum (30 W. Mifflin St.) lobby, Sat.-Sun.
11:00am-3:00pm. Drop in for hot chocolate and visit
Wisconsin Innovations: From the Iconic to the Unexpected and Bottoms Up: A Toast to Wisconsin Historic
Bars and Breweries. In addition, the Downtown Visitor
Center (452 State St.) will be open extended hours Saturday 11am-5pm, and Sunday 11am-4pm. More information is at www.winter-fest.com.

Julie Stoleson, co-owner of The Buck and Badger Northwoods Lodge (Photo: Mary Carbine)

frames in a light-filled, beautifully remodeled space.
SEE’s original collection is hand-picked from international designers, and designed and assembled exclusively for SEE, for unique fashion at accessible prices. Thus
SEE’s slogan… ”hip without the rip”. Store manager
Shawn Wiese says his focus is “to provide personal cusDowntown recently welcomed several new businesses. tomer service and a warm, inviting atmosphere.”
Now open at 437 State St., SEE Eyewear (287-3100,
seeeyewear.com) features fashionable and affordable Several new restaurants are rounding out the downtown dining scene. DLUX (117 Martin Luther King
Jr. Blvd., 467-3130, dluxmadison.com) from Food
Fight offers “Burgers, Cocktails, and General Swank...”
including house sodas, milkshakes made with Sassy
Cow ice cream, and a special “gluten sensitive” menu.
Jack Sosnowski and Julie Stoleson (The Ivory Room,
Capital Tap Haus) have launched their third business,
the Buck and Badger Northwoods Lodge (115 State
St. , 310-1010, buckandbadger.com). The warm décor includes a fireplace made from Wisconsin River
Rock, half-log siding, and bar made from re-claimed
Wisconsin barn wood. The “taste of the Northwoods”
menu features “comfort food” such as turkey leg dinner, grilled cheese fondue, buffalo pot pie and lamb
Ice Sculpting at the Madison Winter Festival
(Photo: Mitch Freund)

www.capitolneighborhoods.org

Continued on page 8
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Improvements Underway, Continued from page 4

St, 120 West Mifflin St, and 122 West Mifflin Street.
Walking by these building, you will note construction
and abatement work has begun on the six properties.
By the time you receive this newsletter, construction
fencing is expected to be up. Demolition of the 117119 State, 121-123 State and 127 State Street properties will begin in February. The demolition work is
expected to be done by mid-March. Also in March,
demolition will be followed by preparing for the construction steps of earth retention, footings and foundations. We will be able
to witness the progress of the structures
as concrete frames and floor slabs are
laid which is expected to be completed
in October 2013. We can also expect to
see more solid structure and less visible
construction when the building envelope (roof and windows) is completed in
December 2013.

tributions (including job creation and increased tax
base) and energy efficiencies of the properties to be improved—along with access for all of us to new shopping
and dining establishments.
We must also acknowledge that a significant element of
the project is that it ensures continuing financial support for a cultural asset. Through the Block 100 Foundation, net income from property rentals will be gifted
to Overture Center further contributing to greater improvement of our neighborhood, the City of Madison
and Dane County communities.

turn it down
when you’re not around

Here is how our downtown strolls will
be impacted:
• The State Street sidewalk will be
maintained in front of the properties. A lighted, covered walkway will
be constructed (5’ wide) along State
Street inside the curb line.
• North Fairchild Street construction
staging will occur in the parking lane
across from the Overture Center.
• Sidewalk access along West Mifflin
Street will be maintained.
• Any temporary closings of the sidewalk access will be announced to
the adjoining business owners in advance.
Using no city or other public funding,
the result of the Block 100 Foundation
project, scheduled to be complete by
spring 2014, will be substantially improved buildings including the preservation of two city designated landmarks.
We can also expect the economic con-

Save energy and money this winter. Turn back your
thermostat while asleep or at work. Each degree can
SAVEONYOURHEATINGBILL)FWEALLSETBACK WELL
SAVEENOUGHGASFOR HOMES"IGGERSETBACKS
save even more.
Visit mge.com/setback to calculate your savings or
call 252-7117.

GS1181 01/08/2013
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Madison B-Cycle Sees
Record Growth In 2012
Annual membership grows 356% as the
total number of rides triples

T

he Madison B-cycle bike sharing system saw record
growth in participation in its 2012 season, which
concluded on the 14th of December. According to its
2012 Annual Report, in 258 days of operation in 2012,
annual membership grew to 2,150, a 356% increase
over 2011. In total, Madison’s B-cycles were ridden
over 94,000 miles on 63,325 trips around the capital
city, making it the fastest-growing B-cycle system in the
country.

Bike, giving B-cycle members the power to support another great cause while using the system.
In July, the Madison program joined Denver and Boulder’s B-cycle systems with a membership-sharing reciprocity initiative called “B-connected,” letting annual
members from any one of the systems gain access at all
three without purchasing a new membership.
2013’s season is scheduled to see the addition of two
more stations and thirty new bikes. Madison B-cycle
will return to Madison streets and paths in March,
weather permitting.
Download Madison B-cycle’s 2012 Annual Report at
http://madison.bcycle.com

The single largest segment of growth came from riders
who registered with wisc.edu email addresses, reinforcing the increased use seen around the UW campus. In
August of 2012, five new stations were added to the
system, primarily to address the growth in use by university students and employees, bringing the total to 33
stations hosting the 290 B-cycles in circulation. Usage
of the system has revealed a strong trend toward commuting as the bikes are most consistently busy during
noon-12:30 pm and 5:00 pm – 5:30 pm.
“It’s clear that Madisonians are seeing
the benefits of B-cycle as an accessible,
active means of transportation,” said
Claire Hurley, Madison B-cycle Manager. “Growth during rush hours and in
the university segment this year really
reinforced that it’s catching on for commuters.”
In 2012, Madison B-cycle also showcased
the talent of local members of the Boys
and Girls Club of Dane County through
the ArtBike project. Eleven B-cycles were
given custom paint jobs by BGC’s youth
members before returning to circulation
for the month of August. During that
time, Metcalfe’s Market donated $1 to
the BGC for every trip taken on an Artwww.capitolneighborhoods.org
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Mansion Hill Report

Winter Fun, Continued from page 5

By Eugene Devitt

burgers, plus large kids’ menu. Roast Public House
and S2 Pizza Bar have upped the ante for campus-area
offerings. Roast (529 State St., 819-6457, roastpublichouse.com) is a fast service restaurant and bar specializing in delicious roasted meats in sandwiches, plus
soups, and salads. Roast prides itself on cooking everything in-house, from scratch, and with locally sourced
meats, breads, and cheeses. S2 Pizza Bar (558 State
St., 251-6737, s2pizzabar.com) is the “latest chapter in
the pizza journey” from Ian Gurfield (the Ian of Ian’s
Pizza!). Inspired by the simplicity of Neopolitan pizza,
and featuring a wood-burning pizza oven, S2pizzabar is
nonetheless rooted in the culinary traditions of Wisconsin, sourcing many of its ingredients from local suppliers such as Neuske’s, Black Earth Meats and Forgotten
Valley Cheese.

C

onstruction on the Edgewater project is underway
and the tower crane is being erected. It was a long
fight and certainly the end result is a better project for
all concerned. We look forward to meeting the “Madison families” who will be moving into the condominiums on the top two floors of the hotel tower and to
working with the hotel management on neighborhood
issues. Certainly both of us will benefit from a strong
and improving neighborhood and historic district.
Along those lines, the Mansion Hill neighbors have
weighed in on a proposed project two blocks west of
the Mansion Hill District. A proposed project on North
Henry Street at Iota Court has been rejected by the
Landmarks Commission and the Urban Design Commission and will have been heard by the Plan Commission prior to the publishing of this report. The seven
month old Madison Downtown Plan clearly calls for
preservation of the three buildings currently on the site
and for new development to be of the size and character
of the existing neighborhood. The proposed development at this time fails all respects, but the issue is bigger
than just this one project.
What is at issue is whether or not the newly minted
downtown plan is a true guide to what neighbors,
whether they be renters, owners, fraternities, sororities
or co-ops can expect in the way of new development in
their neighborhoods. This is very important. Successful
neighborhoods know where they are going. The Downtown Plan is our guide. Home owners in Nakoma don’t
have to worry that someone is going to plop a four-unit
apartment house in the vacant lot next door. There are
large areas of Downtown Madison where dense, highrise development is permissible and then there are others where it isn’t.

In other business news, Sunprint Café plans to open
in a new location at the end of February, 10 W. Mifflin
St. on the Capitol Square, where it will serve Sunday
brunch, dinner, beer and wine in addition to breakfast
and lunch. Capitol Corn Popper (formerly Vic’s Corn
Popper) is moving across the street to 128 State. St.,
with a February opening planned.
Through early May, the Downtown Visitor Center at
452 State St. is open daily 11am – 2pm. Stop by for
maps, directions, and event information, or see visitdowntownmadison.com, or call (608) 512-1342.

The Downtown Plan was intended to put an end
to some of the skirmishes over new construction.
It may be that there need to be a few skirmishes
to prove whether or not the Downtown Plan can
fulfill its promise after all.

PAGE 8

CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOODS, INC.

February - March, 2013 Volume 19, Number 1

New and Renewed Members of Capitol Neighborhoods
Jaron Acker
Mary Elizabeth Allen
Waltraud A. Arts
Ellis Bauman
Susan J.M. Bauman
Bert Stitt and Associates
Diane Broughman
Rick Broughman
Megan Christiansen
Jonathan Cooper
Dan Cornwell
Pat Cornwell
Bob Davenport
Susan Goldwomon
Roger (Jack) Hagen

November - December, 2012
Thomas Haig
Franny Ingebritson
Dr. Maryl Johnson
Craig Jolly
Michelle Jolly
Carol Katz
Davy Mayer
Patrick Meehan
Wanda Meehan
Terry Mehus
Carol Milanich
Sonja Moskalik
Peter Ostlind
Ralph Rabin
Jane Richard

Fred Risser
Nancy Risser
Pat Roberts
Steve Rubin
John Schroeder
Anne N Stoelting
Danny A. Tzakis
Jeff Vercauteren
Alex Wagner
Karen Weiss
Keith Weiss
Xer-Lith Printing & Copying
LLC
Arlene Zaucha

We Appreciate Our Business Members

Xer-Lith Printing & Copying LLC
The Great Dane Pub
Cameron Management, Inc.
Capitol Centre Market

Dines Incorporated
Bert Stitt and Associates
Samba’s
Capitol Centre Court Apartments

Thank you for your support!
Donate to Capitol Neighborhoods
Help CNI continue to improve the experience of residing in Madison’s vibrant downtown. All contributions are tax deductible. Donate online at www.capitolneighborhoods.org/membership/donate.html or make your check payable to
Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc. and mail to:
Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc.
P.O. Box 2613
Madison, WI 53701-2613

Capitol
Neighborhoods
is a 501(c)(3)
organization.
fees and all
Capitol
Neighborhoods is a 501(c)(3)
organization. Membership
fees and allMembership
donations are tax deductible.
www.capitolneighborhoods.org
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Madison
Public
Library to Host
Wisconsin
Book Festival

T

he Madison
Public
Library will host the
2013 Wisconsin
Book Festival, with
financial support
from the Madison

ing the first year of Central Library’s reopening, scheduled for September of 2013. The Foundation has raised
more than 80% of its $9 million goal to supplement
they city’s funding of the $30 million project. Learn
more at www.mynewlibrary.org.

Sharing the Love of Reading through
World Book Night

The Central Library is one of eight Madison Libraries participating in World Book Night on April 23rd.
World Book Night is an annual celebration dedicated
to spreading the love of reading, person to person. Each
year on April 23rd, tens of thousands of people in the
Public Library Foundation.
U.S. share a total of half a million free World Book
Night paperbacks with light and non-readers in over
The foundation board approved a proposal from Li- 5,800 communities.
brary Director Greg Mickells that envisions a cosponsored festival, with the $111,500 of in-kind sup- World Book Night organizers provide the free books,
port from the library and the rest in private funds and the book givers seek out light or non-readers, esperaised by the foundation. The Wisconsin Humani- cially people who may not have access to printed books
ties Council, the festival’s host since its inception in for reasons of means or geography. Book givers receive
2002, has already pledged $20,000 in support over the 20 free paperback copies of one World Book Night title,
next two years. The remainder of the $100,000 will not too many to carry but enough to share with a good
come from individuals, businesses and foundations. number of potential new readers. Books are delivered
to the library of the giver’s choosing, and we host a
“Every year, more and more people show their sup- reception so givers can mix and mingle and celebrate
port for the Wisconsin Book Festival by attending,” the collective effort of sharing great books. Although
said Foundation Executive Director Jenni Collins, “We the deadline will have passed to be a ‘giver’ by the time
are confident that these long-time enthusiasts and the you read this, we hope at least some of you will have
rest of the community will step up to help us con- already reacted to our posts on Facebook , twitter and
tinue this important literary institution for Madison.” our own site by applying to give away books... and that
the rest of you will appreciate knowing the many ways
Mickells envisions a more condensed festival that fea- the library facilitates reading!
tures fewer events with bigger impact. The main attractions will be centered downtown in the new
And Speaking of Great Books…
Central Library, but many of the traditional programs would still continue in the form of pre-fesHere are the next few titles for Central Library’s book
tival events in branch libraries around the city.
group. Everyone is welcome to read the books and join
us for discussion and dessert (or to just use the list for
“Hosting the book festival is such a natural fit for
great reading ideas!) We meet the 3rd Wednesday of the
Madison Public Library, especially with the addimonth at 7 p.m. at Central Library.
tion of so many beautiful program spaces in our
new Central Library,” said Mickells. “With the supFebruary 20th: The Age of Miracles by Karen Thompport of the community, we’ll really be able to make
son Walker
the 2013 festival a standout among Madison events.”
Continued on page 15
The festival will be one of many signature events durPAGE 10
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Latest City Landmarks
are Downtown
By Aleen Tierney

T

wo new Landmark designations downtown were
approved at the September 18 Common Council
session after review and recommendation by the Landmarks commission. The adjacent homes at 627 and 633
E. Gorham St join four additional official city landmark
homes within 2 blocks on E. Gorham St. All are contributing structures to the federal Fourth Lake Ridge
Historic District, which stretches along Gorham from
N. Franklin St. to N. Brearly St.

In collaboration with The Madison Trust for Historic
Preservation, the owners sought the designation both
for recognition of these historically significant houses
and to provide local historic zoning protection into the
future. These were homes common to Madison’s middle-class residents in the late-nineteenth century. They
were found to be eligible for Landmark designation
under Criteria 1 of the Landmarks Ordinance which
allows for recognition of places that “reflect the broad
cultural and social history of the community.”
They have a high degree of historic integrity – their historic materials and original design is mostly intact. Sadly, much of this typical housing of the era—especially
downtown--has been victimized by poor maintenance

633 (left) and 627 E. Gorham St., Circa 1930. The porches
have since been altered, and the “cresting” atop the 633
roof has been removed. Photo from Scheibel family photo
album, passed down from owner to owner of 627

and hasty redevelopment. The designations ensure that
at least some period representation will remain standing
to serve as visual reminders of the original foundations
of our city.
The homes were among the first constructed on the
block and have stood side-by-side on the ridge for 135
years, yet have rather divergent histories. 633 E. Gorham was built in 1856—the year the city was founded—by Robert White, a carpenter and builder who
built the simple Italianate for himself. There was a series
of owner-occupants until 1963, after which the house
was consistently rented.
While owner-occupied, those who resided there were
middle class. The men held positions in business, medicine, and science reflecting the demographic of the professional class and the socioeconomic makeup of the
neighborhood. In the late 1990’s, a previous owner proposed demolition to make room for apartments, but the
city fortunately rejected the plan.
Conversely, 627 E. Gorham has held just 5 owneroccupants in 135 years. The Spangenbergs, who were
German beekeepers, built the house and lived there for
30 years before a series of three committed owner-occupants enjoyed life there -- the Hirsigs, Scheibels and
Pecha-Upward. Few alterations were made to the house,
and some of the possessions of the historical owners are
still with the home. Both the homes’ backyards are still
green, in an area that was once a vineyard.
The new landmarks are owned by Madison natives Joe
Lusson and Aleen Tierney, who have been restoring
them for the past five years. While living on Baldwin
Street, Joe and Aleen became concerned by the apparent neglect of the lovely rental at 633 E. Gorham,
and actively pursued its purchase in an effort to save
it. At the same time, they moved next door to 627 E.
Gorham and began simultaneous restoration on their
1877 home. While the owners are thrilled to have the
homes protected, they also celebrate the designations
as contributing to a larger effort to revitalize the area
surrounding James Madison Park, and bring awareness
to the feasibility and value of saving the city’s historic
architecture.

www.capitolneighborhoods.org
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Is The Drought Finally
Over For Community
Gardens Downtown?
by Jane Anne Morris, DCGG

F

or the first time since 1999, downtowners may be
on the verge of seeing an increase in the number
of downtown community garden plots. With Mayor
Soglin’s support, efforts to establish new community
gardens at both James Madison and Brittingham Parks
may be inching closer to reality. At James Madison,
neighborhood residents are working with the City Parks
Division and the Community Action Coalition (CAC)
on design possibilities. The Brittingham Park site was
recently approved unanimously by the Parks Commission, but is far from a “done deal.”

Gardening downtown is challenging. We will have to be
creative, clever, and garner city support in order to meet
the demand for downtown gardens. This means considering not only rooftops, but raised beds, mini-gardens
and other options. Current action may indicate that
city hall is experiencing long-hoped-for climate change
on the downtown community gardens issue.
For further information, to come to a meeting, or arrange to have us give a presentation to your group,
please contact: info@madcitygardens.com, Joel at
kbetzgosse1@mac.com, or Jane Anne at 251 2784

45 S. Bassett St.
Madison
608--819--1082
w ww.8 SeasonsGrille.com

A neighborhood family restaurant
in Downtown Madison

The Downtown Community Gardens Group (DCGG),
founded in 2009, supports community gardens everywhere, but focuses on the downtown area. While we
have been looking at possible park sites, our goal is to
increase the amount of green space downtown. For
that reason, we try to encourage gardens in other urban settings such as rooftops. Scores of cities around
the nation and the world—including both Milwaukee
and Chicago--already feature food-producing rooftops:
on government, commercial, and residential buildings. Here, we have the Madison Children’s Museum
Rooftop Ramble and the Pyle Center rooftop vegetable
garden—both inspiring but neither one a community
garden.
Today, the Reynolds Community Garden (600 block
of East Mifflin, est. 1999), remains the only community garden space in downtown Madison. With its 2-3
year waiting list, it cannot begin to address the scores
of people who desire downtown community gardening
space. Even proposed gardens in both downtown parks
would not make much of a dent in current demand.
DCGG is talking with neighbors in the First Settlement
area and doing some of our own research on the possibility of creating community garden space in the East
Wilson Street area.
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Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner | Catering

C heck our website for monthly
IRON CHEF Nites !
Corner of S. Bassett & W. Main St.

Sadhana Wine

33 S. Bassett Street • Madison
(608) 250--2389

LARGE SELECTION
OF MICROBREWS
FREE PARKING
AT 432 W. MAIN ST.

WINES & LIQUOR
FROM AROUND THE WORLD

WGVFXVWRPFRQVWUXFWLRQFRP

1431 Northern Ct.  251.1814

CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOODS, INC.

 3URIHVVLRQDO'HVLJQ6HUYLFHV
 )XOO6HUYLFH5HPRGHOLQJ
 $GGLWLRQV.LWFKHQVDQG%DWKV
 +LVWRULF3UHVHUYDWLRQ
We offer Home Performance with ENERGY STAR®
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From the Madison Senior Center
Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc.

Steps to Selling your Home
Nicole Charles, a top Madison area Realtor, offers valuable tips
for selling your home. Gain insight on preparing your home for
sale, how to choose a Realtor, and aggressive marketing strategies
you’ll want to make sure your real estate agent can implement.
Join Nicole for an energizing presentation on getting your property SOLD on Tuesday, February 5 at 1 pm.

Downtown Dialogue
February - March 2013
Volume 19, Number 1
Editor, Scott Kolar
Distribution, Ilse Hecht, Adam Plotkin,
Megan Christiansen
Contact us at capitolneighborhoods@gmail.com
For more information visit our website at
www.capitolneighborhoods.org

Skype

Executive Council

Friends and family are utilizing this free computer program to
talk “face to face” over the Internet. Join Cris Carpenter from
HouseCall Computers to learn how to install and use Skype for
free live video phoning between computers anywhere in the world.
Wednesday, February 20 from 9:30 – 11:30 am. $12 fee.

iPad, iPhone, I Need Help!
Do you have one but don’t know how to use it? Do you need
hands-on help to use your tablet or mobile device to its fullest potential? Join Amy Moschkau for this 2- week course. Bring your
Apple devices to class on Monday, February 18 & 25, 9:30 -11:30
am. $22 fee.

Meet the Author: Sara Greenslit
Local author Sara Greenslit’s most recent novel, As If a Bird Flew
by Me, crosses boundaries of time and space. Integrating the lives
of Celia, a woman living in the present day Midwest, and her ancestor Ann, a victim of the notorious Salem Witch Trials, Greenslit
innovatively combines fiction with nonfiction. Beautifully rendering animal life alongside this unfolding journey towards discovery,
Greenslit exposes a world of nature that many of us tend to overlook. Her novel can be read as a story about human and natural
relationships across the spectrum of past, present and future. Tuesday, March 11 at 1 pm. Refreshments served.

Brain Health for the 21st Century
The MSC presents a three-part lecture series by Thomas Fritsch,
Ph.D., cognitive psychologist, brain research and lifespan epidemiologist, and Director, Parkinson Research Institute of Milwaukee, WI. All programs will be on Wednesdays from 10 – 11:30.
March 13: The Dementias: What Are They?; April 10: Parkinson
Disease: A Primer; and May 8: Cognitive Aging: Person-Specific
Differences in Change; all $50 fee. For more information 2678650.
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Approachable American Cuisine
Charles Lazzareschi and a staff of culinary artists take
the season’s ﬁnest quality ingredients, fresh from your
favorite local Wisconsin farms and dairies, and create
ﬂavorful contemporary American cuisine with a
global ﬂair.

in The Madison Concourse Hotel
serving dinner 5:30 - 10:00 pm
1 w. dayton st. 608 257 6000 | daytonstreetgrille.com

S E E T HE
E XHIBIT

Now through
March 23

$7RDVWWR:LVFRQVLQ·V
+LVWRULF%DUV %UHZHULHV
This exhibit complements the Wisconsin Historical Society Press book and Wisconsin Public Television documentary of the same name.

ON MADISON’S CAPITOL SQUARE
30 North Carroll Street I Madison, WI 53703
608-264-6555 I WisconsinHistoricalMuseum.org
Like us on facebook: facebook.com/WisconsinHistoricalMuseum
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Old House Workshops

Madison Library, Continued from page 10

Suddenly the earth’s rotation is slowing, and as days and
By Jason Tish, Executive Director, Madison Trust for
nights both stretch longer and longer, the governments
Historic Preservation
and citizens of our planet cope and react in quite different ways. Despite it all, the pre-teen narrator has the
he Madison Trust for Historic Preservation will
typical problems of adolescence, as well as some new
present their annual winter series of Old House
ones.
Workshops with technical information for owners of
old homes and designated historic properties. WorkMarch 20th: American Dervish by Ayad Akhtar
shops will be held at 7pm at the historic Gates of HeavThis coming-of-age story centers on young Hayat Shah,
en Synagogue in James Madison Park. Cost for the
a Pakistani-American living in Milwaukee. His family’s
workshops is $10 per person.
dynamics, and their various levels of engagement with
Islam, are at the center of this book, which was called
Amy Scanlon (City of Madison Preservation Planner)
‘engaging and accessible, thoughtful without being
and Jason Tish (MTHP Executive Director) will discuss
daunting’ by Kirkus Reviews.
the federal and local historic preservation programs, the
differences in designation, the benefits and responsibiliApril 17th: The Warmth of Other Suns: the Epic Stoties of owning a designated historic property. This workry of America’s Great Migration by Isabel Wilkerson
shop is oriented toward new owners in historic districts,
During the first half of the 20th century, six million
and owners of designated historic properties who would
black southerners moved out of the south and across
like to learn more about the benefits and responsibilities
America, changing their own lives and the social, civil
of historic designation.
and economic fabric of our country. Focused on three
• Feb. 7 – How to use the Federal Historic Home
particular life stories, but informed by her interviews
Owners’ Tax Credit Program. Preservation architect
with more than 1,200 others, Wilkerson’s book landed
James Sewell, formerly of the Wisconsin Historical
on many ‘Best of 2011’ lists.
Society, will discuss the eligibility requirements,
standards, and process for leveraging this important
financing tool, available to owners of federally listed
and eligible properties.
• Mar. 7 – Life After Vinyl Siding. Preservation architect Elizabeth Cwik will talk about safely removing worn and deteriorated synthetic siding materiane County Executive Joe Parisi announced the
als, and what comes next. She’ll discuss treatment
completion of the county’s new recycling center –
options for newly exposed original siding, options
a $4 million dollar facility with ‘green’ features that will
for replacement of original materials, and how to
extend the life of the county’s landfill and expand the
deal with unexpected surprises.
popular Clean Sweep program year-round.
• Apr. 4 – Exterior finishing and painting. Habitual
building restorer and old-building expert John MarClean Sweep helps area residents safely dispose of haztens will discuss all aspects of exterior refinishing,
ardous materials like paint and cleaners that would
including lead paint abatement, repair of exterior
otherwise sit in a home, or if not properly disposed of,
materials, products and application, and the key to
make their way into area waterways.
a durable paint job – preparation.
The facility is a key component of the County Executive’s comprehensive solid waste strategy that will extend the life of the county’s current landfill site another
three decades. Avoiding a new landfill will save 200
acres of valuable farmland and save county taxpayers
$100 million.

T

County Opens New
Recycling Center

D

www.capitolneighborhoods.org
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Capitol Neighborhoods Inc. Programs
February

WI Representative Chris Taylor
Thursday, February 21, 2013 at 7:00pm
Madison Senior Center, 330 West Mifflin St.
Please join our new state assembly representative Chris Taylor as she presents a legislative update.

March

New Central Library Presentation
Thursday, March 28, 2013 at 7:00pm
The Grand Hall, Capitol Lakes, 333 West Main St.
Please join Jenni Collins, Executive Director, Madison Public Library Foundation, as she presents an update on
the progress and features of the renovation of the central library.

