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Home and Place: In Search of a Home.
By Donna Wong
From a guest post in the blog, Hafa Adai “Thoughts about 
Culture, Climbing, Cheese and Connections to Professional 
Life” Wednesday, August 7, 2013; http://hafaadaime.blogspot.
com/2013/08/home-and-place-in-search-of-home.html

“Right, but you won’t want to live in a condo since you 
have kids.” We heard this advice tens of times over the 
past two years, from friends, our realtor and acquain-
tances.

When Abe and I were newly 
married, we lived on the fi rst 
fl oor of a small row house in 
Washington DC. We loved 
living in the city where we 
could walk to everything. 
When we decided to have 
kids and move from DC to 
Wisconsin, we predictably bought a small house in a 
family friendly neighborhood. We assumed we should 
upgrade to a McMansion once the second child came 
along, and so that is what we did. Almost immediately I 
felt isolated. As a part-time stay-at-home mom, I craved 
interaction with other adults, but businesses and parks 
(aside from one park in our subdivision) were inacces-
sibly by foot. I had to drive everywhere, and drive more 
than 30 minutes to get most places.

Th en, we dealt with home ownership issues we weren’t 
supposed to have with a new house: a fl ood, a leaky 
roof, and constant mowing and weeding 11,000 square 
feet of lawn. We were one of three families in the 170 
house subdivision that didn’t use pesticides on the lawn. 
We put that house on the market within six months. 

When it fi nally sold four years later, we decided to do 
what we should have done four and a half years earlier: 
rent an apartment, take our time and carefully think 
about what we wanted in a home.

We ended up in a 755 square foot apartment about 
two miles from downtown Madison. Th e apartment 
was small for four people, but the location was a great 

match for our lifestyle. Both 
Abe and I worked down-
town, so it was a much faster 
and cheaper commute, and 
it was also an easy drive to 
both the east and west sides 
of town. In addition, since 
I didn’t have to spend all of 
my time weeding, cleaning 

or driving, I started to work on my own personal en-
richment that I had neglected for the past seven years. I 
took guitar lessons and Spanish, and I learned to knit. 
On my days off  the kids and I walked to the zoo, the 
pool and the arboretum.

We lived in that apartment for two years. When we 
started searching for our permanent home, we tried to 
open our minds to many types of residences. We looked 
at houses, condos, cohousing and apartments, but the 
one thing we agreed on this time was the location. We 
wanted to live near work, the kids’ schools, the library, 
pool, parks, lakes and restaurants. Downtown houses 
were beautiful, old and cozy. I loved that they were clos-
er together than the suburban house we fi nally sold. We 

Continued on page 14 

Donna is married to Abe and is mom to Ari and Ilan.
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Th e Lens of Equity
By Paul Soglin, Mayor

The City of Madison is establishing racial equity and 
social justice as a core principle in all decisions, 

policies and functions through its Racial Equity and 
Social Justice Initiative (RESJ), which was launched in 

fall 2013. Equity is just and fair 
inclusion into a society in which 
all, including all racial and ethnic 
groups, can participate, prosper, 
and reach their full potential. 

Why equity?  As the nation under-
goes a profound transformation, 
its fate hinges on whether our 
fastest-growing demographics can 

fully participate as leaders, innovators, entrepreneurs, 
and workers. Equity, inclusion, and fairness are no lon-
ger only moral imperatives – they are economic ones. 
America needs a new growth model driven by equity. 
(from www.policylink.org)

Th e City of Madison will work to eliminate racial and 

social inequities by implementing strategies in three 
main areas: Equity in city policies and budgets; Equity 
in city operations; and Equity in the community. Cur-
rently a staff  Equity Team is working on making rec-
ommendations to the Mayor and Common Council in 
April 2014.

Th e vision of success for the RESJ Initiative is lofty 
but achievable through citywide collaboration and sus-
tained, authentic partnerships. It depicts a Madison in 
which all people have access to the resources they need 
to live and prosper, and that one’s future is not limited 
by race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, disability, 
age, income or other group status.

Th e team looks forward to receiving feedback from the 
community on the initiative. Anyone interested in more 
information or providing feedback can contact the co-
leads of the equity team: Melissa Gombar mgombar@
cityofmadison.com or Jordan Bingham jbingham@
publichealthmdc.com.

Working together, we can make Madison a better place 
to live, work, play, and raise a family for everyone!

THE GERSHWIN LEGACY

MAY 2, 3, 4
OVERTURE HALL
John DeMain, Conductor

ONE-OF-A-KIND CONCERT!
George Gershwin left an indelible mark on American music. Our unique
concert showcases his music followed by composers he heavily influenced.

GERSHWIN • BERNSTEIN • SONDHEIM • ARLEN
EMILY BIRSAN, Soprano RON RAINES, Baritone

KAREN OLIVO, Mezzo-Soprano GARRICK OLSEN, Piano

SPONSORS: 

An Anonymous Friend • BMO Private Bank
Carla and Fernando Alvarado • Capitol Lakes • Mildred and Marv Conney • Terry Haller

J. P. Cullen & Sons, Inc. • Ann Lindsey and Charles Snowdon • Tom and Nancy Mohs
Wisconsin Arts Board 

Buy Tickets Now
madisonsymphony.org,

Overture Box Office,
or (608) 258-4141
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force necessary to get the job done. Th e eff ort will also 
identify and bring back workers who left the construc-
tion industry during the Great Recession, and ensure 
Big Step trainees get hired and retained in the industry.

With a series of major building projects ahead, includ-
ing a new $18 million expansion at our Alliant Energy 
Center, Dane County is uniquely positioned to work 
with key stakeholders to fulfi ll these goals. 

With Big Step, we will strengthen our local economy 
and give our workforce the training and opportunity 
they need to fi nd meaningful, family supporting em-
ployment.

Big Step for a Stronger 
Workforce, Economy
By Joe Parisi, Dane County Executive

We’re all encouraged to see signs of economic re-
covery in Dane County. With this welcome 

news, we must take great care to 
ensure that as our community 
rebounds the opportunity exists 
for Dane County families from 
all walks of life to do the same.

For months I have worked with 
representatives from labor, busi-
ness, and educational institu-
tions, as well as economic and 

workforce development professionals to tackle a per-
sistent challenge – connecting skilled employees with 
construction companies that are ready to hire but are 
facing a worker shortage.

Th e result is a new initiative, Project Big Step, 
aimed at preparing the county’s workforce for 
the growing construction industry – and assur-
ing better access to these family supporting jobs 
to under-represented people, including minori-
ties and women.

My Offi  ce of Economic and Workforce 
Development, together with the Work-
force Development Board of South Cen-
tral Wisconsin, will collaborate with the 
building trades contractors; commu-
nity based organizations working in the 
construction trades, including WRTP 
Big Step; Construction Training Inc./
START; Operation Fresh Start; the Ur-
ban League of Greater Madison; and the 
Madison College Apprenticeship Pro-
gram, to build and implement a compre-
hensive strategy.

Our multi-phase approach will focus on 
assessing the skills needed for a project 
and on recruiting and training the work-
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Constituents Are Th e 
Heart Of My Job
By Rep. Chris Taylor

People often ask me about my favorite part of my 
job.  Th e answer is simple--having the most amaz-

ing, engaged and involved constituents in the state! 

Th e 76th Assembly District is the most active constitu-
ency in Wisconsin, and I am proud of the amount of 

contact I have had with my con-
stituents. Whether it is participat-
ing in a fl ash mob, reading and 
responding to your emails and 
letters, speaking together after 
committee hearings, or marching 
in a parade with your family, it is 
a privilege to represent you, hear 
from you, and spend time with 
you.   

Th is legislative session, I’ve held 18 offi  ce hours at lo-
cal coff ee shops, visited nearly every local neighbor-
hood association in the district, served as guest speaker 
for 18 local organizations, held three community lis-
tening sessions with other elected offi  cials, sent regu-
lar email updates to more than 7,000 people at a time 

and responded to over 
6,000 contacts from 
constituents. But my 
outreach won’t stop 
there. Starting this 
spring, I will knock 
on thousands of con-
stituent doors and 
I hope to have the 
chance to meet you.  

Th is was a tumultu-
ous legislative session. 
Whether it was pas-
sage of mining legisla-
tion, the controversial 
state budget, or bills 
that curtail voting 

rights, I have had the honor of strongly standing against 
these and other harmful policies while continuing the 
proud progressive legacy of those who held this seat 
before me, including David Clarenbach, S tate Senator 
Fred Risser, Congressman Mark Pocan and US Senator 
Tammy Baldwin. Progressive legislation I’m working on 
include medical cannabis, campaign fi nance reforms, 
Th e ALEC Accountability Act, fi ghting for the rights of 
women and children, protecting the environment and 
the Workers’ Rights Restoration Act.

I’ve also reached across the aisle and prioritized fi nding 
issues that everyone can agree on and that improve the 
lives of Wisconsinites.  Examples of my bipartisan ef-
forts include Clean Energy Choice, independent offi  cer-
involved death investigations, the Children’s Outdoor 
Bill of Rights, Radon Mitigation Act, banning smoking 
in all childcare facilities and designating March 8th as 
International Women’s Day.  

While this legislative session is wrapping up, govern-
ment continues to operate. I remain available to you 
for any state issue.  Whether you need help navigating 
a state agency, or would like to share your thoughts on 
an important public policy matter, I encourage you to 
call me at 266-5342 or email me at rep.taylor@legis.
wi.gov.   It is an honor and privilege to represent you in 
the Assembly.  

home-savings.com

You matter more to a local, independent 

bank. Contact Saleha for all your 

personal and business banking needs. 

Visit our newly remodeled Capitol 

Square office, or call her at 282.6312.

SALEHA AINI 
Universal Banker •  NMLS #742498
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What About All Th ose 
New Apartments? 
By Gene Devitt, Mansion Hill District Chair

Mike Ivy, in his Cap Times piece, “Boom Town” 
asks about upscale apartments, downtown, “how 

much is too much?” 

Th is is a good question in itself, and raises the ques-
tion about what does this building boom portend for 
individual neighborhoods, like Mansion Hill? As we all 
know, the Mansion Hill neighborhood is primarily a 
historic district and so we won’t be seeing new apart-
ment towers here. On the other hand, Mansion Hill, 
and for that matter, established neighborhoods on both 
sides of the isthmus will ultimately be aff ected by the 
infl ux of new neighbors, even if their zoning precludes 
the building of new high rises. 

Th is is because the new urban professional renters typi-
fi ed by employees of Epic, won’t stay young forever. 
Th ey will get married, have families, or just want to 

move out of a building populated with socially active 
youngsters. Tastes may change, or people will begin to 
feel diff erently about a no longer new apartment with a 
kitchen in the living room that is showing signs of use. 
Th is is where the other neighborhoods come in. Th e 
Isthmus, going all the way to Olbrich Park,  and Tenney 
on the east,  meeting up with University Heights and 
the Vilas neighborhood on the west, provides a great 
inventory of diverse housing that can fulfi ll changing 
needs or tastes. Th e demand for upgrading that hous-
ing stock is almost inevitable as will be an increase in 
demand for goods and services in the downtown area. 

Th e bottom line, is that the building boom should be 
good for all of downtown, even though neighborhoods 
will feel its eff ects diff erently. 

NEW SUBSCRIBERS 
SAVE UP TO 50%

Discover our new 
2014-2015 Season at 

madisonsymphony.org

BACH
BEETHOVEN 
BERNSTEIN

BRITTEN
CHOPIN
GRIEG

KORNGOLD
SAINT-SAËNS

RACHMANINOFF
SHOSTAKOVICH

SIBELIUS
TCHAIKOVSKY

SUBSCRIBE TODAY at madisonsymphony.org 
or call (608) 257-3734
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TIF Policy Update
By Aaron Olver, Director, Economic Development, City 
of Madison

Tax Increment Financing is a real estate-based fi -
nance tool used to fund investments in private de-

velopment and public infrastructure. It works by creat-
ing a district, called a Tax Increment District or TID, 
where the tax base is frozen for a period of time. Th is 
arrangement freezes the taxes of the city, county, school 
district, and technical college for a period of time, usu-
ally up to twenty-seven years. Any additional taxes gen-
erated through appreciation or new development in the 
district are captured by the TID and used to fund eli-
gible investments. It’s a powerful tool. And because the 
City of Madison administers these funds and aff ects our 
local government partners, it’s important to have good 
policies in place to ensure responsible and eff ective use 
of TIF.

At Mayor Soglin’s request, the city undertook a review 
of our TIF policy and made signifi cant updates. Th is 
eff ort was aimed at two goals. First, we sought to attract 
high-quality development consistent with our adopted 
plans to expand the tax base and fund our community 
priorities. Second, we wanted to continue to be respon-
sible stewards for TIF and maintain our record of avoid-
ing failed Tax Increment Districts, closing TIDs ahead 
of time, and balancing public benefi ts against public 
TIF investments.

While there are many esoteric and technical aspects of 
both the Wisconsin statute that governs TIF and Madi-
son’s TIF policies, there are several provisions that at-
tract the most attention and where signifi cant changes 
were made. Here are some of the highlights:
• 50% Rule - Th e previous policy limited to TIF in-

vestment in private development to 50% of the in-
crement generated. Th e new policy retains a 50% 
goal, but recognizes that some deviations may be 
required. Th e new policy allows larger awards, but 
requires additional scrutiny by the Board of Esti-
mates.

• Equity Participation – Unlike other communities, 
Madison previously required developers to repay 
TIF loans when a property was sold (in addition to 

guaranteeing suffi  cient property tax payments to re-
tire the loan). Th e eff ect was to off er a zero percent 
loan rather than an investment that functioned as 
a forgivable loan on the developer’s balance sheet. 
Th is provision was very unpopular with developers, 
off ered comparatively small public benefi t, and was 
eliminated in the new policy.

• Speculative TIDs – Madison employs a good prac-
tice of avoiding creation of TIDs until a project 
(which the city calls a generator) emerges that can 
pay the TID’s bills. Th is prevents the city from run-
ning up a tab that can’t be easily paid. However, in 
some cases Madison is at a competitive disadvan-
tage vis-à-vis other communities, particularly when 
we are competing for offi  ce buildings or manufac-
turing facilities. Th e new policy allows the city to 
create up to two TIDs on a speculative basis to try 
to attract development and puts strict fi nancial con-
trols on these TIDs.

• Aff ordable Housing – Most aff ordable housing 
in the U.S. is built with Low Income Housing Tax 
Credits, which are administered in our state by the 
Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development 
Authority. TIF can be helpful in matching and le-
veraging these tax credits. Th e new policy allows 
TIF to be provided to projects that set aside at least 
40% of their units to individuals at or below 40% 
of the County Median Income.

• Jobs Projects – Madison is often competing with 
other communities or states to attract projects that 
create good-paying jobs. Th e new TIF policy recog-
nizes these situations as distinct from straight real 
estate development projects and provides new poli-
cies on how to deal with job creation opportunities.

• Reporting – Th e new TIF policy also requires ad-
ditional detail in staff  reports, quarterly reporting 
to the Board of Estimates, and allows the Board of 
Estimates to be consulted during sensitive negotia-
tions.

Th e recently adopted TIF Policy balances the need to 
develop the tax base to fund important civic priorities 
with the responsibility to use taxpayer dollars wisely 
and for public purposes. After a year-and-a-half pro-
cess, substantial input, and consultation with four city 
committees, Madison is well positioned to meet both of 
these objectives.
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Now & Th en
By Michael K. Bridgeman
Editor’s Note:  With this issue we start another new series.  Mi-
chael Bridgeman will be writing about buildings and history.  He 
will briefl y describe types of buildings in the neighborhood and 
provide historical and contemporary photographs.  Enjoy!

Our Downtown Library

When the new Madison Central Library opened 
last September, it was an instant hit with patrons 

and staff . More than 6,000 visitors attended the grand 
opening weekend and found the usual books, CDs 
and DVDs. Th ey also found up-to-date technology, 20 
meeting rooms, eye-poping public art and a coff ee shop.

It took $30 million to bring new life to the previous 
central library building. It opened in 1965 after vot-
ers approved a $2.2 million bonding referendum and 
it refl ected fresh approaches to library organization, 
collections and services. Th e central library structure at 
Miffl  in and Fairchild Streets was built during Bernard 

Schwab’s long tenure as library director (1957-1981) 
and, after his death in 1990, was named in his honor.

Like many American communities, Madison fi rst had a 
subscription library supported by those who paid a fee to 
use the collection. Th e Madison Institute was chartered 
in 1853 “for the purposes of establishing and sustaining 
at Madison a reading room and library, and providing 
for and instituting literary and scientifi c lectures and 
other means of moral and intellectual improvement.” 
After occupying various temporary spaces, the institute 
settled into regular quarters in City Hall in 1866

Madison created a free library in 1875 after the Wis-
consin legislature empowered municipalities to levy 
taxes for public libraries and, in 1906, the city opened 
the doors to its fi rst dedicated central library on Car-
roll street at Dayton. Madison successfully requested 
$75,000 for its new building from philanthropist An-
drew Carnegie, a Scottish immigrant who accumulated 
a huge fortune in steel and other industries. In the 33 
years before his death in 1919, Carnegie gave more than 
$40 million for libraries in communities across America 
(including a second gift of $11,000 to Madison for the 
Sixth Ward Library building that still stands at 1249 
Williamson Street).

Th e central Carnegie library was designed in the Eliza-
bethan Revival style—fashioned of red brick with lime-
stone trim—and had two stories over a raised basement. 
Initially, the library occupied the basement and the fi rst 
fl oor and expanded to the second story in 1938.  Th e 
Madison Free Library was demolished in 1965 to make 
way for the State Street Capitol Parking Garage.

The library board hired Philadelphia architects Frank Miles Day & 
Brother to design the 1906 Madison Free Library.

The 1965 library building was the work of Madison architects 
Weiler & Strang.

The transformed central library was designed by architects Mey-
er, Scherer & Rockcastle of Minneapolis and Potter Lawson of 

Madison.
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DANCE/MOVEMENT THERAPY 

HEALTH & WELLNESS EDUCATION 

Furthering SELF-ESPRESSION, HEALING, and PERSONAL GROWTH 
Treating PHYSICAL, NEUROLOGICAL, EMOTIONAL and SOCIAL issues 

Board certified and state licensed therapists.

       ( 6 0 8 )  2 5 1 - 0 9 0 8  
h a n c o c k c e n t e r . n e t 

Where Is It?
We are starting a new series with 
this isssue.  Test your downtown 
knowledge.  Do you know what 
it is and where it is?  Turn to 
page 11 to fi nd out and learn of 
its signifi cance.  Thanks to Pete 
Ostlind for starting this series.

Contribute to this series!.  Do 
you know of an object or archi-
techureal feature people may 
have never noticed or don’t know 
about?  Send in a picture and a 
brief description to be considered 
for publication in the newsletter! 

Pet Loss Prevention And 
Recovery  

Most of us never expect our beloved pets to be lost 
or stolen. Th e reality is that accidents do happen, 

and when they do, many owners are unprepared. Th e 
two biggest reasons for pet loss are children or workmen 

inadvertently letting them out 
of the house or yard. One in 
three pets will become lost at 
some point during their lives. 
And 90% of lost pets without 
proper identifi cation never 
make it home again. Last 
year Dane County Humane 

Society (DCHS) received 1,020 dogs and 2,043 cats 
brought to the shelter as strays. 63% of those dogs and 
only 12% of the cats were returned to their owners! 

Many more pets could be reunited with their owners if 
they were microchipped and/or tagged. A microchip is 
about the size of a large grain of rice and is coded with 
identifying information that is placed under the skin 
of an animal; it uses passive RFID (Radio Frequency 
Identifi cation) technology that can be read by an exter-
nal scanner). Th e Journal of the American Veterinary 
Medical Association has shown a return-to-owner rate 
of 52% for dogs who are microchipped, versus a rate of 
just 22% for dogs who enter a shelter and are not mi-
crochipped. Th at means microchipping your dog more 

than doubles your chances of fi nding it if it’s ever lost! 
Cats had an even more dramatic increase in successful 
returns home. Only 2% of non-microchipped cats were 
returned to their owners, compared to more than 38% 
of cats that were microchipped. Th e combination of a 
tag and microchip gives the best of both worlds by pro-
viding a visual and implanted identifi cation.

DCHS will host a steeply discounted tag ($5) and 
microchip ($15) event April 21-22 and 24-27 at the 
shelter for both dogs and cats.  Microchipping can 
also be done at the shelter on a walk-in basis any day 
during normal hours of operation or by appointment 
with your veterinarian.

It’s understandable, especially in tough economic times, 
that some owners can no longer aff ord to care for their 
pets. NEVER release your pet into the wild. Doing so 
will likely result in a slow, stressful and painful death of 
your animal. Please surrender it to DCHS so someone 
else can provide it a safe home.

If you fi nd a stray or injured animal, bring it to the shel-
ter at 5132 Voges Road or call Animal Services at 608-
255-2345.  After hours, take the animal to Madison 
Veterinary Specialists at 229 W. Beltline Hwy, 608-274-
7772. For more information go to our website giveshel-
ter.org or call 608-838-0413.
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Madison Senior Center 
April – May news
330 W. Miffl  in Street 
www.MadisonSeniorCenter.org
Register and get more information by calling 266-6581.

Th e Sweet Spot! 
Program and support group about diabetes and its related health 
conditions with Ben Heiser from Mallatt’s Pharmacy on Th urs-
day, April 10, 1 pm. Th is month: Lowering the Cost of Diabetes. 
Please register. 

And Th en Th ere Was One
Facilitator Donna Hutter reviews And Th en Th ere Was One, by 
Charlotte Fox, a tactical survival workbook following the loss of a 
loved one and the Guidelines for End-of-Life Preparedness. Oth-
er presenters include Brenda Haskins, Lawyer and Estate Plan-
ner, Michelle from Agrace Hospice. No charge, but the 258-page 
workbook is $30. Tuesday, April 22 & 29, 9:30–11:30. Please 
register. 
  
Starting a Small Business?
Madison SCORE counseling for potential or small business own-
ers. Free. Tuesday, April 8, 10 am–11:30 am. Please register.

Live and Learn: Gardening (basics of composting)
Joe Muellenberg, UW Extension. Wednesday, April 30, 1-2:30 
pm. Fee: $5. 204-3023 to register or mscr.org for Madison Senior 
Center Course # 45111.

Sixth Grade Intergenerational Essay Contest
Eight Madison Metropolitan School District students read win-
ning essays on: “My Best Older Friend” or “My Grandparents.” 
With ice cream sundaes! Wednesday, May 7, 3:15 – 4:30 pm. 
Please register.  

Veterans Benefi ts Overview
For veterans or a surviving spouse, with Dan Connery and Lisa 
Vining from the Dane County Veterans Service Offi  ce. Tuesday, 
May 20, 10 am. Please register.

AARP Safe Drivers Course
Vern Schultz. Fee: $15 for AARP members; $20 for non-mem-
bers. Th ursday, May 22, 9–1 pm. Please pre-register.
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Donate to Capitol Neighborhoods
Help CNI continue to improve the experience of residing in Madison’s vibrant downtown.  All contributions are tax de-
ductible.  Donate online at www.capitolneighborhoods.org/membership/donate.html or make your check payable to 
Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc. and mail to: Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc.

P.O. Box 2613
Madison, WI 53701-2613

New and Renewed Members of Capitol Neighborhoods
January-February, 2014

Beth Ament
Dave Carlson

Patricia Carlson
Florence DeLuca

Paul DeLuca
Anne Doyle
Terry Doyle
Ann J. Flynn

Sheridan Glen
Ginny Moore Kruse

Jeff rey T. Kuesel
Scott Lewis, CMI Management, 

LLC
Larry Lichte

Patricia M. Morris
Carol M Mullins

Matthew Peterson
Carol Pollis

Steve Pudloski
Larry Warman

Barbara J. Williams
Jeff rey Wills

Dennis J. Wogsland

Capitol Neighborhoods is a 501(c)(3) organization.  Membership fees and all donations are tax deductible.
Join or renew your membership online!  Go to www.capitolneighborhoods.org/membership

We Appreciate Our Business Members

Th ank you for your support!

Xer-Lith Printing & Copying LLC
Th e Great Dane Pub

CMI Management, LLC
Capitol Centre Market

Dines Incorporated

Bert Stitt and Associates
Capitol Centre Court Apartments

MGE
Madison Opera

Aff ordable Legal Services of Wisconsin
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Where Is It?

Ruth Bachhuber Doyle 
Administration Building, 
545 W. Dayton St.
By Pete Ostlind

Built in 1939 as the Washington 
Grade and Orthopedic School the 

building currently serves as the admin-
istrative offi  ces of the Madison Metro-
politan School District. Th e building was 
designed by Madison architect John Flad 
and constructed using fi nancial assis-
tance from the federal Public Works Ad-
ministration by J.H. Findorff  and Sons.

Th e architecture is an example of the 
Art Moderne style with round corners, 
continuous horizontal bands and narrow 
vertical stacks of windows along the au-
ditorium portion of the building. Deco-
rative metal grilles are installed  over these 
windows. Each grille consists of fi ve pan-
els of a stylized design of chevrons along 
the base, with featherlike verticals at the 
sides.

Upon the school’s opening the Wiscon-
sin State Journal noted the many ad-
vantages of this new school including: a 
gymnasium, shower rooms, an auditori-
um, science rooms, art and music rooms, 
a room built specifi cally as a library and 
automatically controlled heating and 
ventilation.

Continued on page 13
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Downtown Business 
District News
By Mary Carbine, Madison’s Central Business Improve-
ment District (BID)

Spring is indeed on its way to downtown, with up-
coming events including the Dane County Farm-

ers’ Market on the Square opening Saturday on April 
19, Isthmus Green Day and Crazylegs Classic Run/
Walk on April 26, the Madison Museum of Contem-
porary Art’s “Design MMoCA” April 25-May 4 and 
Gallery Night on May 2, the Syttende Mai Run/Walk, 
May 17, and the Madison Marathon (Twilight 10K 
& Half Marathon), May 24-25.  For more downtown 
event information see www.visitdowntownmadison.
com or call (608) 512-1342.

Madison’s Central BID is looking forward to partnering 
with City of Madison Parks and Mall Maintenance to 
bring pansies and other spring greenery in downtown 
planters by late April, and summer annuals to be plant-
ed in select garden beds in late May.  

Current employees of Four Star Video Heaven (449 
State St.) are in the midst of a crowdfunding campaign 
on Indiegogo to help convert this longtime downtown 
business into a worker-owned cooperative.  Th ey are 
seeking initial investment by April 24 so that Four Star 
can continue to off er a personal touch for movie rentals.  
More information and a link to contribute are at www.
fourstarvideoheaven.com.

Recently opened downtown businesses include Red 
Rock Saloon at 322 W. Johnson St., which features lo-
cal and national country and rock music acts weekly, 
award-winning regional BBQ, burgers, signature wings 
and Texas Red Chili, and Which Wich at 411 State St., 
where you can order a customized sandwich

Arch Apothecary, an independently-owned makeup 
boutique with brow and blowout bar will open on the 
Square this spring at 27 E. Main St. Arch has loca-
tions in Chicago and Rockford, and will off er premium 
makeup brands as well as beauty services.  Yellow Rose 
Gallery also plans to open this spring at 122 State St. 

(upstairs from Th e Fountain).  Th is community gallery 
space will feature sculpture, paintings, photography and 
more by artists from Dane County.  Also in tap to open 
this spring; Rare, a steakhouse at 14 W. Miffl  in St. that 
will off er on- premise dry aged steaks and is the latest 
venture from the owners of Th e Ivory Room, Capital 
Tap Haus and Buck and Badger; Short Stack Eatery, 
a breakfast diner at 301 W. Johnson St., and Palmyra 
Mediterranean Grill at 419 State St.

To keep up with downtown events and new businesses, 
stop by the Downtown Visitor Center at 452 State St. or 
see www.visitdowntownmadison.com.  Staff ed by BID 
Information Ambassadors, the Visitor Center is open 
Sun.-Wed. 11:00am-2:00pm and Th u.-Sat. 11:00am-
5:00pm through May 2. Beginning May 3, the Visi-
tor Center will be open summer hours:   Mon-Th urs: 
11am-5pm; Fri: 11am-6pm; Sat: 9am-6pm; and Sun: 
12pm-4pm. Th e Capitol Square Info Booth will also 
open May 3 (weather permitting) with hours Mon-Tue: 
11am-2pm; Wed-Th ur: 11am-5pm; Fri: 11am-6pm; 
Sat: 9am-6pm; and Sun: 12pm-4pm.
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As the name implies the school was built to accommo-
date the crippled children within the Madison School 
District. Accommodations to make the building acces-
sible to students with disabilities were designed into 
the building. Th e auditorium had wide spaces between 
rows, broad ramps led to the gyms and lunch room, and 
an elevator was installed in one corner of the orthope-
dic unit.  Special features of the unit were to include a 
physio-therapy room, a hydro-therapy room, a cubicle 
for ultra violet treatment, showers and exercise and ac-
tivity rooms.
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Chances are the older refrigerator or 
freezer in your basement or garage is 
running up your utility bill by an average 
of $150 a year. Recycle it, reduce your 
energy use and eep harmful materials out of land lls.  
We’ll pick it up for free, and you’ll pick up a $40 reward.

For a FREE pickup, call 1.855.398.5226 or visit  
focusonenergy.com/appliance.

Recycle your old refrigerator 
or freezer

GET
$40

FOR YOUR OLD
FRIDGE OR FREEZER

Blair St. Gardens 
Bloom Again
By Ellen Henningsen, President, Blair 
Street Gardens

Th e Blair Street Gardens will make their 
29th annual appearance this season.  Th e 
Gardens consist of beds on Wilson Street 
across from Th e Cardinal Bar, on Willy 
Street in front of the Gateway Mall, and 
on Blair Street next to MGE.  Th ey are 
planted and maintained by an indepen-
dent, nonprofi t group of Capitol and 
Marquette neighborhood residents. 

Th is year we will continue with the pe-
rennial plantings on Wilson Street.  We 
also plan to redesign the Gateway area, 
and plant native species and add a seat-
ing area.  

Th e Gardens need help with adminis-
trative and gardening tasks.  If you can 
help with spring planting, maintenance, 
fall cleanup or administrative work, 
please e-mail volunteer@blairstreetgar-
dens.org.  You can also help by sending 
a tax-deductible contribution to Blair 
Street Gardens Committee, Inc., P.O. 
Box 1333, Madison 53701-1333.  For 
volunteer and other information, visit 
www.blairstreetgardens.org or our Face-
book page.

Where Is It?, Continued from page 11
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didn’t aggressively explore condos at this point because 
of the underlying belief we still had that kids needed 
a house. After seeing most of the housing on the mar-
ket in that two year period, we made fi ve off ers - all of 
them on houses. We were outbid on all fi ve. Reality hit - 
downtown houses were beautiful, old, cozy and expen-
sive!  Th is was the turning point in our decision making 
process when we started to challenge our assumptions. 
We were content living with less in the apartment and 
we didn’t miss the house like we imagined we would. 
Maybe home didn’t mean a house for us?

Th at was when we started seriously considering living 
in a condo. We always liked the concept of a condo-
minium, but we were hesitant about rules, fees - the 
unknown!  Th e idea of reducing our carbon footprint 
was appealing too (not to mention 1,700 square feet 
of unnecessary stuff ), but we wondered if we would be 
sacrifi cing privacy and independence. Plus there were 
the constant reminders from friends - kids can’t live in 
a condo. Kids need space to run around. Th ey need a 
yard. Th ere won’t be any other kids around.

Th e condos we looked at in the beginning weren’t a good 
match for our family either. All of them were in terrifi c 
locations, but many of them had too many units, were 
sterile or had no green space. Still, we kept looking at 
both houses and condos and didn’t ever consider com-
promising on our ideal location since we were content 
staying in the small apartment another year. In May, 
two years after we moved into the apartment, we found 
the perfect home - and it was a condo. It has a beautiful 
shared courtyard and an herb garden, and yes - a family 
upstairs with kids the same age (and a few younger kids 
too)!  Th ere are restaurants and parks two blocks away, a 
bike path right outside our door, an eff ective owner run 
association, a friendly and diverse group of neighbors, 
and, it ended up being the exact right combination of 
community and privacy.

For us, much of the initial decision was practical. We 
didn’t want to do lots of lawn care, we liked the location 
and we liked the economies of scale realized by the con-
do association. However, after living in our new home 
for over a month we’ve also come to love the sense of 
community and friendship that make this a home.

In Search of a Home, Continued from page 1 Events at the Library
April-May 2014

UW Center for Humanities lecture
Th e Mismeasure of Crime: How Numbers Lie About 
Race by Khalil Gibran Muhammad
Historian and civil rights scholar and author of Th e 
Condemnation of Blackness: Race, Crime, and the 
Making of Modern Urban America. Committed to 

moving Black history from 
the margins to the center of 
American public discourse, 
his scholarship reshapes our 
understanding of the en-
during link between race 
and crime and the persis-
tent ways it has defi ned and 
limited opportunities for 
African Americans. Th urs-
day, April 3  7:30 pm

Extending the Stage
Madison Opera is partnering with the Library to pres-
ent educational activities leading up to the performanc-
es of Dead Man Walking on April 25 and 27, 2014, cul-
minating with the discussion between Sister Helen and 
Jake Heggie. See http://www.madisonopera.org/perfor-
mances-2013-2014/dead_man_walking/?ID=328 for a 
complete calendar.
• Madison Opera Preview of Dead Man Walking. 

A talk with General Director Kathryn Smith, Tues-
day, April 8  7:00 pm

• Race To Execution, a fi lm by Rachel Lyon. Traces 
two death row inmates, Robert Tarver in Russell 
County, Alabama and Madison Hobley in Chicago, 
Illinois. Professor Carolyn Fields of Edgewood Col-
lege will lead a discussion following the fi lm. Th urs-
day, April 10  6:30 pm

Central Cinema Th ursday Films
For April and May  Visit http://www.madisonpublicli-
brary.org/calendar/fi lm for descriptions and a complete 
calendar of fi lms.
• April 17 6:30 pm – Policewomen (1974) by Lee 

Frost.
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in The Madison Concourse Hotel

serving dinner 5:30 - 10:00 pm 
1 w. dayton st. 608 257 6000 | daytonstreetgrille.com

Approachable American Cuisine 
Charles Lazzareschi and a staff of culinary artists take 
the season’s finest quality ingredients, fresh from your 
favorite local Wisconsin farms and dairies, and create 
flavorful contemporary American cuisine with a  
global flair. 

VVisit www.8seasonsgrille.com tto view menu, specials,   
ccoming events, and more! 

Breakfast  |  Lunch  | Dinner | Catering 

33 S. Bassett Street  •  Madison    
Sadhana Wine Large Selection 

of Microbrews, 
Wines and Liquor 

From Around 
The World 

((608) 250--22389  

45 S. Bassett St.  Madison 
6608--8819--11082  

SS. Bassett & W. Main St.  

FFREE PARKING  
AAT 432 W. MAIN ST.  

A neighborhood 
Family Restaurant 

In Downtown 
Madison 

• May 1  6:30 pm - Paths of Glory by Stanley Ku-
brick. 

• May 15 6:30 pm - Desperate Lives by Robert Mi-
chael Lewis. 

Classical Music in the Library
Ensemble SDG  Celebrate the 300th birthday of Carl 
Philipp Emmanuel Bach. Sunday, March 23  3:00 pm

Poetry in the Library
“Poet Fabu in Wisconsin”  Former Madison Poet Lau-
reate Fabu presents a Celebration of National Poetry 
Month. An open mic follows with readings by local po-
ets. Sunday, April 6  2:00 pm

Wisconsin Book Festival
Biggest Book Club Ever with Nevada Barr, Free! 
Th ursday, April 24  6:00 pm - Join a discussions of THE 
ROPE by Nevada Barr. Librarians, library students and 
retired librarians facilitate discussion groups of 10-20 
people all around the Central Library.  At 7:30, Nevada 
Barr will give a brief reading followed by a question and 
answer session.  Call 266-6350 to register.
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Capitol Neighborhoods Inc. Programs

Wisconsin Historical Museum
Th ursday, May 29, 7:00pm, 30 N Carroll St

Join us for a Downtown Madison focused program and tour of a city treasure

Look for a postcard and listserv announcements in May for more details

Spring is coming to Downtown!  Photo: Lone Oak Interests


