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Partnerships
By Jeff  Vercauteren, President, CNI

Community partnerships are important in many 
parts of our lives, especially in neighborhood and 

non-profi t organizations where fi nancial resources are 
limited and the reach of our initiatives extends only 
so far as our members and volunteers are able to carry 
them.  Partnerships enable us to work together, to maxi-
mize and prioritize resources, and to reach a larger audi-
ence.  Ideally, partnerships make both partners stronger.

We are fortunate in Capitol Neighborhoods to have 
worked with some really good partners over the years, 
and we have seen many of those partnerships renewed 
and revitalized over the past several months.

Th e fi rst set of partners we have is our fellow neighbor-
hood organizations. An annual neighborhood confer-
ence at Monona Terrace in September brings together 
leaders from neighborhood organizations across the 
city.  Additionally, late last year I met with Lynn Lee, the 
President of the Marquette Neighborhood Association, 
and Patty Prime, the President of the Tenney-Lapham 
Neighborhood Association.  Our neighbors to the east 
share many common interests and issues with those of 
us who live on the isthmus. 

Th at partnership has already borne fruit. We have ex-
changed ideas for how to address common issues our 
organizations share, cross-promoted events, and joint-
ly hosted a mayoral forum in March, along with the 
Schenk-Atwood-Starkweather-Yahara Neighborhood 
Association and the Worthington Park Neighborhood 
Association. 

Another important partner is the Madison Police De-

partment. Th e department has been an extraordinary 
resource for our organization, providing offi  cers to at-
tend our neighborhood meetings to keep residents in-
formed of activity in the neighborhood and also to seek 
our input on upcoming events and potential issues. Last 
summer, I met with Chief Mike Koval in preparation 
for a very successful “Meet the Chief” event co-hosted 
with Downtown Madison, Inc. (DMI) last July. 

Our partnership with DMI has been important in other 
areas as well. Increased communication on issues that 
aff ect both organizations, such as modifi cations to the 
top of State Street and the process to identify public re-
stroom solutions for downtown, in addition to a jointly 
hosted mayoral forum in January, have strengthened 
the position of both organizations in addressing down-
town issues.

Other partners include Madison College, the Madi-
son Trust for Historic Preservation, the Madison Cen-
tral Business Improvement District, and many others. 
Th ese partnerships make our organization stronger and, 
through the sharing of resources and information, make 
our partners stronger as well. Communication, coop-
eration, and collaboration through these community 
partnerships help improve our city, our downtown, and 
our neighborhoods. 

I hope to continue to expand these partnerships as our 
organization moves forward. Please feel free to share any 
suggestions you have for how we can strengthen rela-
tionships with existing partners or potential new part-
ners we can work with on common issues.
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Housing First 
By Mayor Paul Soglin

While our homeless services system of does a tre-
mendous job of providing shelter, transitional, 

and permanent supportive housing for our most vulner-
able citizens, it is overtaxed and unable to serve everyone.  

To address this challenge, the City 
of Madison is pursuing a “Hous-
ing First” strategy to help those 
families and individuals with the 
greatest needs. Traditional systems 
move homeless individuals and 
families through diff erent “levels” 
of housing, whereby each level 
moves them closer to independent 
housing (for example: from the 

streets to a shelter, and from a shelter to a transitional 
housing program, and from there to their own apart-
ment in the community).  Housing First moves the 
homeless individuals or families immediately from the 
streets or homeless shelters into their own apartments.

Housing First approaches are based on the concept 

that a homeless individual or families’ fi rst and primary 
need is to obtain stable housing, and that other issues 
that may aff ect the household can and should be ad-
dressed once housing is obtained.  In contrast, many 
other programs operate from a model of “housing readi-
ness” — that is, that an individual or household must 
address other issues that may have led to the episode of 
homelessness prior to entering housing.

To this end, the City of Madison has committed to 
construct approximately 250 new units of permanent 
supportive housing specifi cally targeted at moving peo-
ple with the highest need from the street directly into 
housing. Th is housing will incorporate the principals of 
Housing First and Harm Reduction to fi rst address the 
person’s pressing need for housing followed by robust 
onsite social services to enable them to be successful in 
their housing.

BUY TICKETS NOW!
madisonsymphony.org,
(608) 258-4141,  
or Overture Box Office
(608) 258-414
or Overture Bo

 Major funding provided by:  The Madison Concourse Hotel and Governor’s Club 
  Roma E. Lenehan, in memory of Angelena Frensley  
  Lenehan • Diane Ballweg • P & C Collins Fund

 Additional funding  Martha and Charles Casey • Dan and Natalie Erdman 
 provided by: National Guardian Life Insurance Company 
  Wisconsin Arts Board

JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH 
Concerto No. 4 for Clavier

FRANZ LISZT 
Concerto No. 1 for Piano

ANTON BRUCKNER 
Symphony No. 7

JOHN DEMAIN,Conductor   

APRIL 10, 11, 12
OVERTURE HALL

CHRISTOPHER 
TAYLOR 

Piano
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Access to Opportunity 
Initiative
By Dane County Executive Joe Parisi

Dane County is repeatedly ranked as one of the 
best places to live in America - with practically 

limitless opportunity.  However, 
not all of our residents have ac-
cess to all our community has to 
off er. My top priority as County 
Executive is to work with our 
entire community to ensure that 
every single resident has access 
to opportunity which is why I 
recently launched my Access to 
Opportunity initiative.  

We know the most reliable vehicle out of poverty and 
toward upward mobility is accessing and maintaining 
family sustaining employment.  All of my eff orts 
will support our residents in accomplishing that 
goal by addressing barriers that they may face 
along the way.  
Some of the most urgent challenges include: ac-
cess to a valid drivers license, successful reentry 
to the community after incarceration, employ-
ment training and placement, and mental health 
services.  My Access to Opportunity ini-
tiative will work with the community, 
businesses, and  other levels of govern-
ment, including the state,  to tackle some 
of these challenges in a practical way. 

We are embarking on challenging,  yet 
exciting, work in our eff orts to make 
Dane County a better place to work, play 
and  live for all its residents.  I am opti-
mistic that Access for Opportunity will 
take a large step forward towards address-
ing some of the  longstanding issues of 
inequity and racial disparities  we face in 
this community.  We no longer have the 
luxury of discussing the problems with-
out taking bold and meaningful action 
steps towards addressing them.  Th at’s 

what my plan attempts to do.  For more details on this 
initiative go to: https://opportunity.countyofdane.com/
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Preserve Safe Options for 
Biking and Walking
By State Senator Fred Risser

Bicycling, walking, and other healthy activates are 
very popular throughout the state.  Safe and ac-

cessible bikeways and pedestrian ways are vital to thriv-
ing local communities and bicycling is important to 
Wisconsin’s tourism industry and economy overall.  

Bicycling produces a $1.9 billion 
economic impact to the Wiscon-
sin economy and is responsible for 
more than 13,000 jobs.

Two programs, Complete Streets 
and the Transportation Alterna-
tives Program are vital components 
to safe and accessible options for 
bicyclists and pedestrians in our 

state and local communities. Unfortunately, Governor 
Walker has targeted Complete Streets for elimination 
in his budget bill and is proposing to eliminate all state 
funding for the Transpiration Alternatives Program, 
leaving the program with minimal federal funding.

Complete Streets was enacted into as part of the 2009-
11 biennial budget bill.  I was successful in inserting 
this program in that budget.  Complete Streets provides 
that our state’s Department of Transportation ensure 
that bikeways and pedestrian ways be taken into ac-
count, when feasible, in all new highway construction 
and reconstruction projects funded from state or federal 
funds.  

Th e Transportation Alternatives Program is one of the 
few programs to help fund projects for cycling and walk-
ing. It is the main source of funding for local pedestrian 
and bicycle projects.  TAP helps fund infrastructure-
related projects and systems that provide safe routes 
to school for children, for older adults, for individuals 
with disabilities to access daily needs, and for all of us 
who wish to bike or walk to our destinations.  

Safe, comfortable, and convenient access to community 
destinations and public places should be available to 

Wisconsin’s State Jewel
Th e Importance Of Th e UW System
 By Representative Chris Taylor

I am proud to be a UW-Madison alumnus and hon-
ored to represent a big portion of the UW-Madison 

campus. I am especially proud that I live in a state that 
provides my sons with world-class public education op-
portunities after high school. But Gov. Walker’s recent 

proposal to cut funding to the 
UW System by $300 million and 
turn it into a public authority is 
deeply troubling. 

In Wisconsin, we invest in our 
kids’ future by investing in the 
UW System. We want our best 
and brightest to be educated in 
our state and we want them to 

stay in our state after they graduate.  Last year, 76% of 
students enrolled in the UW System were Wisconsin 
residents. And, according to the UW System’s Offi  ce 
of Policy Analysis and Statistics, approximately 80% of 
UW alumni who were Wisconsin residents when they 
enrolled, remained in Wisconsin after graduation. Th e 
UW System is a powerful economic engine and we 
must fi ght to keep it both accessible and aff ordable for 
our children and working families. 

Governor Walker seems to be using his failed economic 
policies as an excuse to gut the UW System. His pro-
posal will raise the cost of tuition and limit opportuni-
ties for future generations. Currently, the cost of attend-
ing a UW institution is markedly less than the cost of 
attending many other reputable public universities in 
other states. In Wisconsin, depending on the institu-

everyone, regardless of age, ability, or income, whether 
that be driving, bicycling, or walking.  An avid biker 
myself, I will be working during our budget debate to 
preserve Wisconsin’s Complete Streets Law and restore 
state funding for the Transportation Alternatives Pro-
gram.
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Continued on page 7 

tion, the cost of tuition for a resident for the 2014-2015 
school year, ranged from approximately $5,000 a year 
to just over $10,000, which was the annual tuition at 
UW-Madison. In comparison, the 2014-2015 tuition 
for in-state residents at the University of Minnesota – 
Twin Cities was just over $13,500.  

Th e UW System is one of the jewels of our state. Not 
only is the cost of attending a UW System school of-
ten more aff ordable, the quality of a University of 
Wisconsin education is extremely high. For example, 
UW-Madison ranked among the top 50 schools nation-
wide by US News and World Report amongst dozens 
of predominantly private institutions that charge more 
than $40,000 a year in tuition. UW-Madison is also 
a world-class research institution, taking the lead on 
cutting edge research in science and technology while 
providing students with the preparation they need to 
succeed in today’s economy. 

Th is system not only provides our children with a qual-
ity, aff ordable education but drives our state’s economic 
engine. Th e businesses and jobs of today and tomorrow 
are often grown in our UW System. If Governor Walker 
is serious about trying to grow Wisconsin’s economy, he 
should do everything he can to support and build on 
this already stellar institution, instead of decapitating it 
with budget cuts.  

Obtaining a quality college education is part of the 
American dream. In Wisconsin that dream is still pos-
sible because of our UW System. As an alumnus, I 
understand the importance of having a robust higher 
education system. And as a mother, I know the value of 
aff ordable, world-class, and accessible educational op-
portunities for our kids. Wisconsin’s families work hard 
and do everything they can to give their kids a bright 
future by scrimping and saving to send their kids to col-
lege. With the rising cost of tuition across the nation, 
the aff ordability and quality of the UW System is es-
sential to our working families, economy and children’s 
future. We should be striving to be great, not mediocre 
as Governor Walker’s proposal suggests. 

What does a Dane County 
Supervisor do?
By Mary M. Kolar, District 1, Dane County Supervisor

What do I do as the District 1, Dane County Su-
pervisor?  Here’s a summary.

Th e Dane County Board of Supervisors meets twice a 
month except for only once during July and August.  
Our meetings start at 7 PM and have lasted past mid-
night, but have also been over in less than 30 minutes.  

Most often, committees have 
worked out controversies.

One issue in 2014 that con-
tributed to a Board meet-
ing lasting for nearly 5 hours 
was the approval of the Dane 
County Day Resource Center 
proposed for Martin Street.  
With a goal of having a re-

source center last year, I supported the purchase.  How-
ever, the Town of Madison took legal action to try to 
stop the county’s purchase of the site from Porchlight 
(which currently provides homeless services there).  Le-
gal action is still pending, and is, regrettably, delaying 
the county’s ability to increase services available to those 
most in need.  

A committee that meets twice a month and that I must 
devote the most time preparing for is the Zoning and 
Land Regulations Committee.  I am Vice Chair of the 
ZLR committee.  Property owners throughout Dane 
County petition to make zoning or land use changes.  
Some petitions are simple; some quite complicated.  
Th e most controversial have been related to quarries or 
communication towers.  A petition that the commit-
tee has been reviewing since October 2014 is from En-
bridge Energy.  I received communications from hun-
dreds of people about the expansion of the oil pipeline 
that runs through 12 miles of Dane County.  Due to a 
federal law, the ZLR can’t, say “No” to the pipeline.  But 
we have worked to ensure Enbridge has as much insur-
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A Nod Of Th anks
By Joe Bonardi

I notice lately that as our downtown housing develop-
ment projects are being built, using more and more 

space vertically and horizontally, I worry that the feel of 
our city on the Isthmus is getting a bit crammed. “Infi ll 
and density” are the terms used for growth, and it often 
refl ects that this is good for business. I don’t argue that, 
but quality of life in terms of a dense population is also 
a valuable commodity. As buildings grow ever taller, a 
“canyon” eff ect robs us of sun light. Car traffi  c in our 
already heavily used arteries will also be an issue as every 
one of these new housing projects have underground 
parking, accommodating more commuter traffi  c. As 
more people are encouraged to live downtown to take 
advantage of what we have to off er, our parks and green 
spaces become even more important to the quality of 
life we can enjoy on the Isthmus.

As many of you know, the small pocket park at 110 
East Gilman St., Period Garden Park, is my passion. 
As a long time resident of the Mansion Hill district, I 
have volunteered there for the past eight years, slowly 
renovating and improving the grounds. Almost all the 
improvements were accomplished by the generous do-
nations of neighbors and businesses, and the care pro-
vided by volunteer eff ort.

One person is actually responsible for the existence of 
this park since it’s very beginning. Th e land where the 
park is located was dramatically saved from a horrible 
plan to build a poured cement apartment unit right in 
the heart of our most importantly historic neighbor-
hood in the early 1970’s. Fred Mohs, in the spirit of 
historic preservation, got the land away from the devel-
oper and as other key people became involved, it was 
turned over to the city as a public park. It was once the 
large front lawn of the circa 1850’s mansion that faces 
the now public space. Th e new park was ambitiously 
designed as a Victorian era garden with paths and raised 
fl ower beds. Th en as now, volunteers dedicated many 
hours creating a beautiful public garden for residents 
and visitors to enjoy. Over the years, city budget con-
straints had taken a toll on the maintenance of the park, 
and it became a rather derelict spot. Back in 2006, not 

knowing where to start, I expressed an interest in help-
ing to restore it, but soon learned there was no money 
in the city budget for that or its’ maintenance.

Once again, it was Fred Mohs that came to the rescue.  
He donated what was needed to help us to start the 
project, and continues with his generous support every 
year. After improvements were made, many other peo-
ple showed interest and donated as well, and the parks 
department has just recently included Period Park in 
their budget.

I am always grateful to any and all that show support 
for this project. It is still dependent on donations to 
survive, but I must give a special thank you to Fred, my 
friend and neighbor, for the very existence of this won-
derful park to the downtown of Madison, giving us and 
the future residents a better preserved historical district 
and much needed green space.

Please be sure to visit Period Park this Spring and en-
joy fl ower bulbs we planted last Fall. Th ey should be 
blooming starting in late April. Wishing everyone a 
happy Spring season!

Much more info on the park and its history on our web-
site;
www.periodgardenpark.org
Donations can be made to:
Capitol Neighborhoods Inc./Period Park
Sent to:
Capitol Neighborhoods Inc.
P.O. box 2613
Madison, WI 53703
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ance as they can possibly get to pay for cleanup of any 
potential oil spill.

Th e Lakes and Watershed Commission, of which I am 
a member, meets monthly and we have working groups 
as well.  I am on the Chloride Working Group.  Th e 
LWC works with county staff , other communities and 
organizations, and volunteers to reduce the amount of 
phosphorus entering our lakes and waterways, reduce 
the use of chloride, improve water quality, and address 
diminishing water quantity.

I am Vice President of the Dane County Housing Au-
thority Board of Directors.  We work with the DCHA 
to improve the quantity and quality of aff ordable hous-
ing.  Th e DCHA Executive Director, Rob Dicke, and 
his staff  have steadily increased the number of units 
available and I expect they will continue to do so.

I am the Chair of the Dane County Veterans Service 
Commission Board of Directors.  Th e Dane County 
Veterans Service Offi  ce ensures veterans receive the ben-
efi ts they earned through their service to our country.  

As Co-Chair of the City-County Liaison Committee, I 
enjoy working with other Supervisors, Alders, and City 
and County staff  on issues that impact the City County 
Building.  We have taken action on topics including 
hours the building is open and the art that hangs on 
the walls.  We are currently working to help those who 
have been storing their personal belongings at the CCB 
fi nd a safe alternative.  With an eventual Dane County 
Day Resource Center, there will also be another option 
for the homeless who have been using the CCB as their 
safe haven.

Join Today!

Easy, Short-Term Car Rentals!

Gas, Parking, and Insurance Included

From $7.50/hr to $10/hr For 1/2 hr to 3-day

Head over to our website and 

www.communitycar.com 608.204.0000

We Have Cars Downtown Near You!

What County Supervisor Does continued from page 5Now & Th en 
By Michael K. Bridgeman

Madison’s Iron Age

Cast iron was a popular building material in the last 
half of the 19th century. It was inexpensive and 

could be easily molded or cast into almost any shape, 
often imitating carved stone. Aesthetically, many con-
temporary critics dismissed cast iron as vulgar and un-
refi ned.

Cast iron has drawbacks, too; it rusts easily and can be 
brittle. Nonetheless, it was employed widely. Th e largest 
concentration of architectural cast iron in the world is in 
New York City where many buildings in the SoHo Cast 
Iron District sport cast iron facades. Th ere are examples 
of full facades closer by in Chicago and Milwaukee.

In Madison cast iron is seen in building details and or-
namentation. Much that remains is found in columns 
on 19th century commercial buildings.

Th e Willett S. Main II Building at 107-109 State Street, 
which dates to 1894, has a cast iron column to the right 
of the entrance to the Capital Tap Haus. Th at may not 
be obvious unless you carry a magnet, which will cling 
to the column to confi rm the presence of iron.

Finding the name of the manufacturer near the base of a 
column is another way to identify cast iron. Th ough not 
all castings carry a maker’s mark, it was easy enough to 
add the name to a mold. Good examples are found on 
the Argus Building at E. Main and S. Webster Streets. 
Built in 1844, the Argus was remodeled in 1891 when 
cast iron columns were added to the façade. Look to the 
bottom of the columns and you may see the embossed 
name of “M H Ball Madison Wis.” Madison H. Ball 
operated a foundry and machine works further east on 
Main Street.

Whether cast locally or shipped from afar, cast iron was 
an appealing material for Victorian-era buildings across 
America and the world.
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New and Renewed Members of Capitol Neighborhoods
January - February, 2015

Beth Ament
Linda Bloom
Dave Carlson
Paul DeLuca
Anne Doyle
Terry Doyle

Mark Fleming
Sheridan Glen

Jeff rey T. Kuesel

Scott Lewis
Larry Lichte
David Lyford

Marjory Lyford
Patricia M. Morris
Carol M Mullins
Jerome J. Mullins
Matthew Peterson

Carol Pollis

Steve Pudloski
Margo Simpson

Bert Stitt
Linda Stitt

Larry Warman
Barbara J. Williams

Jeff rey Wills
Dennis J. Wogsland

Capitol Neighborhoods is a 501(c)(3) organization.  Membership fees and all donations are tax deductible.
Join or renew your membership online!  Go to www.capitolneighborhoods.org/membership

We Appreciate Our Business Members

Th ank you for your support!

Aff ordable Legal Services of Wisconsin
Bert Stitt & Associates
Capitol Centre Market

CMI Management, LLC
Dines Incorporated

Madison Opera
MGE

Patrick Marsden - State Farm Insurance
Th e Great Dane Pub

Donate to Capitol Neighborhoods
Help CNI continue to improve the experience of residing in Madison’s vibrant downtown.  All contributions are tax de-
ductible.  Donate online at www.capitolneighborhoods.org/membership/donate.html or make your check payable to 
Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc. and mail to: Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc.

P.O. Box 2613
Madison, WI 53701-2613
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Downtown Dialogue
April - May 2015
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Editor, Scott Kolar
Assistant Editor, Jane Richard

Distribution, Ilse Hecht, Adam Plotkin, 
Contact us at info@capitolneighborhoods.org

For more information visit our website at
www.capitolneighborhoods.org

Executive Council

Offi  cers
President, Jeff  Vercauteren
Vice President, Michael Queensland
Secretary, Dan O’Brien
Treasurer, Adam Plotkin

District Representatives
Bassett District

Jonathan Cooper, Chair
Davy Mayer
Peter Ostlind
Jeff  Vercauteren

First Settlement District
Jim Skrentny, Chair
Dan O’Brien

James Madison Park District
Cliff  Fisher
Lupe Montes Tydrich
Michael Queensland

Mansion Hill District
Eugene Devitt, Chair
Steve Fabick
Franny Ingebritson
Fred Mohs

Miffl  in District
Tim Kamps, Chair
Adam Brabender
Rick Broughman
Larry Warman

Committee Chairs
Finance, Adam Plotkin
Development Review Oversight, Open
Membership/Media/Development, Open
Physical Linkages, Davy Mayer
Policy, Jeff  Vercauteren
Programs, Open

Past Presidents
Adam Plotkin, Bert Stitt, Ledell Zellers, Davy Mayer

Alderpersons
Ledell Zellers, Alder 2nd District
district2@cityofmadison.com 
Mike Verveer, Alder 4th District
district4@cityofmadison.com
Marsha Rummel, Alder 6th District
district6@cityofmadison.com

At the Madison Senior Center
Top 5 Fad Diets: Th e Good, Th e Bad, and the Ugly - Obesity is a 
growing epidemic in the US today. Learn about the current trends 
in fad diets versus healthy eating approaches. Join Kavita H. Pod-
dar, PhD, RD, UW-Health clinical nutritionist on Wednesday, 
April 29, noon at Monona Terrace. Sponsored by Visiting Angels, 
Monona Terrace and the Madison Senior Center.

Annual Recognition Breakfast  -Join Senior Center leaders and staff  
for a continental breakfast on Th ursday, April 9 from 9-10:30 am. 
Dr. Robert McGrath, Distinguished Psychologist, and Coordina-
tor of the UW Mind-Body Wellness Services. will present Th riv-
ing: Pursuit of Health and Happiness. Christine Beatty premieres 
the 2014 Senior Center Annual Report. Call 266-6581 to register. 

Spring Dinner Social LGBT - LGBT Senior Alliance presents Dick 
Wagner at the Senior Center on Th ursday, April 23 from 5 – 8 
pm.   He will present an interesting LGBT Wisconsin history and 
discuss his new book. RSVP to Outreach at 255-8582.

Enjoy the Sixth Grade Essay Contest on Wednesday, May 6, from 
3:15 – 4:30 pm.  Hear students from seven Madison Metropolitan 
School District middle schools read winning essays. Th e contest is 
hosted by the Madison Senior Center and the four Madison Co-
alitions of Older Adults.  Look for parents and speaker Jennifer P. 
Cheatham, Superintendent of Madison Metropolitan School Dis-
trict.  Kindly register at 266-6581.

An Artful Aff air - Th e annual senior art show, opens on Friday, 
May 1 from 4 – 7:30 pm, as part of downtown’s Gallery Night 
with the Madison Museum of Contemporary Art.  View artworks 
in watercolor, pastels, oils, ink/pencil, chalk, acrylics, and mixed 
media that are created by talented Dane County artists, 55 years 
plus. Refreshments will be served. 

Wingra Woodwind Quintet - Th e Senior Center proudly presents 
the Wingra Woodwind Quintet on Monday, May 11 at 12:30 pm. 
Since its formation in 1965, the Wingra Woodwind Quintet has 
established a tradition of artistic and teaching excellence.

SAIL into Summer with Color - Jane Earl, SAIL member and in-
ternational trained color expert, will discuss how and why colors 
infl uence us.  Participate in a “show & tell” with live examples and 
see how people respond. Join Jane on Wednesday, May 13 at 1 pm. 
Call 266-6581 to register. 



PAGE 10 CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOODS, INC.

April - May, 2015 Volume 21, Number 2

 Major funding provided by:  Margaret C. Winston • Peggy and Tom Pyle
 Additional funding Carla and Fernando Alvarado • Capitol Lakes 
 provided by: Gary and Lynn Mecklenburg •  Perkins Coie LLP
  Wisconsin Arts Board

JOYOde     to 

BUY TICKETS NOW!
madisonsymphony.org,
(608) 258-4141,  
or Overture Box Office

MAY 8, 9, 10
OVERTURE HALL

LEONARD 
BERNSTEIN 

Serenade (after  
Plato’s Symposium)

LUDWIG VAN 
BEETHOVEN 

Symphony No. 9  
(Choral)

JOHN DEMAIN  
Conductor    
...................................

NAHA GREENHOLTZ  
Violin
...................................

MADISON SYMPHONY  
CHORUS  
Beverly Taylor, Director

600 Gallons of Free Water
City Off ers Discounts on Rain Barrels 
and Compost Bins

Six hundred gallons. Th at’s the amount of free water 
that comes from a 1000 square foot roof in every 

one inch rain event. Harvesting rainwater and backyard 
composting don’t just make healthier plants; they also 
help sustain communities by reducing runoff .

Stormwater runoff , a by-product of every rain event, car-
ries organic materials loaded with phosphorus into our 
waterways and is fueling excess plant and algae growth 
that is plaguing Madison lakes. It is estimated that the 
urban communities alone contribute about 30% of the 
total phosphorus that enters lakes Mendota, Monona, 
Waubesa, Kegonsa, and Wingra each year. Just one 
pound of phosphorus, the equivalent of about one large 
compost pile of leaves, can generate up to 500 pounds 
of algae if not managed correctly by homeowners.   

Th e Streets and Recycling Division will be off ering rain 
barrels along with compost bins for discounted prices at 

the Compost Bin and Rain Barrel Sale on Saturday, May 
9th at the Alliant Energy Center parking lot. Compost 
bins will be sold for only $69.99 and 50 gallon rain bar-
rels with a diverter are just $119.99. Area residents who 
pre-order before by April 27th will save an additional 
$10 off .  Th is opportunity is open to both Madison resi-
dents and non-residents. For more information and to 
pre-order your rain barrel and compost bin, supplies are 
limited, visit http://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/
compost/CompostBinSale.cfm

Rain barrels being offered by the Division of Streets and Recy-
cling can provide hundreds of gallons of water and reduce runoff 

into lakes and streams
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Downtown Business
District News
By Mary Carbine, Madison’s Central Business Improve-
ment District (BID)

April kicks off  the downtown event season, with 
the Dane County Farmers’ Market on the Square 

opening Saturday April 18, Madison Museum of Con-
temporary Art’s “Hair Aff air: Th e Art of Hair” April 
23, the Crazylegs Classic Run/Walk April 25, MMoCA 
Gallery Night May 1, the  Syttende Mai Run/Walk, 
May 16, the Madison Marathon (Twilight 10K & Half 
Marathon), May 23-24, and a Madison Parks Moon-
light Movie (“Battleship”) in Peace Park on May 29.  
For more events see visitdowntownmadison.com.

In another welcome sign of spring, watch for BID-
funded pansies and other spring greenery to appear in 
downtown planters by late April, and summer annuals 
in select garden beds in late May, in partnership with 
City of Madison Parks and Mall Maintenance.

Coming soon to 119 State Street is the Red Elephant 
Chocolate Café, off ering the experience of enjoying 
chocolate in many forms, from traditional handcrafted 
chocolates to distinctive desserts and ice creams, unique 
drinks, dips and toppings.  Red Elephant Chocolate’s 
fi rst cafe is in a former produce merchant’s building in 
Milwaukee’s Historic Th ird Ward. In their fi rst Madi-
son location, they will off er everything from truffl  es 
and “tumbled chocolates” to bakery, hot chocolate, co-
coa bean tea, and elephant and chocolate-themed gifts, 
both for retail and to enjoy at the café.  Red Elephant 

Chocolate will join Vom Fass (featuring quality oils, 
vinegars, wines and spirits) in the new Block 100 Foun-
dation development.  

For shopping and dining suggestions and event infor-
mation, stop by the Downtown Visitor Center at 452 
State St. or see visitdowntownmadison.com.  Staff ed 
by BID Information Ambassadors, the Visitor Center 
is open Mon.-Wed. 11:00am-2:00pm and Th u.-Sun. 
11:00am-5:00pm through May 1. 

Beginning May 2, the Visitor Center will be open sum-
mer hours:  Mon-Th urs: 11am-5pm; Fri: 11am-6pm; 
Sat: 9am-6pm; and Sun: 12pm-5pm. Th e Capitol 
Square Info Booth will also open May 2 with hours 
(weather permitting) Mon-Tue: 11am-2pm; Wed-
Th ur: 11am-5pm; Fri: 11am-6pm; Sat: 9am-6pm; and 
Sun: 12pm-5pm.

Have an upcoming event, conference or guests com-
ing into town?  Order the free Downtown Madison 
Map & Guide (any quantity) at  visitdowntownmadi-
son.com.  Th e new 2015-16 edition will be available in 
early May.

Madison Parks  Moonlight Movie – Peace Park, May 29
Photo Credit: Mary Carbine
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Pet Loss Prevention And 
Recovery

Libby, pictured with family, went for a run recently 
after being let out to relieve herself. She was found in 

a park by some kind peo-
ple and quickly brought 
to Dane County Hu-
mane Society where she 
was scanned and, thanks 
to a microchip, was iden-
tifi ed and returned to her 
owners within hours of 
her going missing. A sad 
fact is that 90 percent of 
lost pets without prop-
er identifi cation never 
make it home again.

Last year Dane County Humane Society (DCHS) re-
ceived 922 dogs and 1,903 cats brought to the shelter 
as strays.

Most of us never expect our beloved pets to be lost or 
stolen. Th e two biggest reasons for pet loss are children 
and workmen inadvertently letting them out of the 
house or yard.

Many more pets could be reunited with their owners 
if they were microchipped and/or tagged. Th e Journal 
of the American Veterinary Medical Association reports 
a return-toowner rate of 52 percent for dogs who are 
microchipped, versus a rate of just 22 percent for dogs 
who enter a shelter not microchipped. Th at means mi-
crochipping your dog more than doubles your chances 
of fi nding her, if she’s ever lost! Cats have an even more 
dramatic increase in successful returns home. Only 2 
percent of unchipped cats are returned to their own-
ers, compared to more than 38 percent of microchipped 
cats. Th e combination of a tag and microchip gives the 
best of both worlds by providing a visual and an im-
planted ID.

In conjunction with National Pet ID Week, DCHS will 
be hosting a steeply discounted ID tag ($5) and mi-
crochip ($15) event during normal hours of operation 

April 19-25 at the shelter for both dogs and cats. Mi-
crochipping services will be off ered on a walk-in basis 
during this event as well as throughout the year at the 
regular price.

It’s also understandable, especially in tough economic 
times, that some owners can no longer aff ord to care for 
their pets. NEVER release your pet into the wild. Do-
ing so will likely result in a slow, stressful, and painful 
death of your animal. Please surrender a pet you can no 
longer care for to DCHS so someone else can provide 
it a safe home.

If you fi nd a stray or injured animal, bring it to the 
shelter at 5132 Voges Road or call Animal Services 
(608-255-2345). If after hours, take the animal to 
Madison Veterinary Specialists at 229 W. Beltline Hwy 
(phone: 608-274-7772). Please go to the DCHS web-
site (giveshelter.org) for more information or call 608-
838-0413 

Fourth Annual Save Our 
Lakes Community Breakfast 
“2015: A Watershed Year for Our Lakes”

Celebrating the lakes and the working lands that make 
our community strong
Tuesday, May 5, 2015 , 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m.
Monona Terrace Community & Convention Center

You’re invited to celebrate with Clean Lakes Alli-
ance as we review our community progress towards 

cleaner lakes and share our plans for a watershed year. 
We will explore how our lakes and our working lands 
enrich our economy, our environment, and our culture. 
Ben Brancel, Wisconsin Secretary of Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection, will give the keynote ad-
dress.   Contact James Tye at (608) 255-1000 or visit 
cleanlakesalliance.com/breakfast



PAGE 13www.capitolneighborhoods.org

April - May, 2015 Volume 21, Number 2

Madison Is Th e Best 
Place For Senior Citizens
By Lynn Phelps

A recent article in Time Magazine lists Madison, WI 
as the best city for senior citizens.  We at Capitol 

Lakes second that.  Capitol Lakes was once called Meth-
odist Retirement Center and then Meriter Retirement 
Center.  In 2008, it was purchased by Pacifi c Retire-
ment Services, Inc., a not for profi t organization with 
offi  ces in Medford, OR.  

My wife Sally and I moved into Capitol 
Lakes 7 years ago and have never regret-
ted the move.  Capitol Lakes is ideally 
situated in downtown Madison, with 
easy access to the new downtown library, 
Th e Overture Center, many restaurants 
of varied ethnicity, two drug stores, and 
scores of entertainment options, from 
the converted Majestic Th eater to Th e 
Frequency.  And don’t forget the Or-
pheum Th eater, which schedules many 
up scale options.  

Th e Health Center houses a 3 lane lap 

pool, a warm water exercise pool and a not water spa.  
Many water exercise classes are held in the pools, open 
to residents and, by contract to seniors throughout the 
Madison vicinity.  It has an affi  liation with the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Alumni Association, providing 
a venue for University lectures, MOOC access, and 
a Grand Hall for recitals, music groups, singing and 
dance groups, and a weekly “happy hour”, with wine 
and munchies.  

2 South Carroll St. 

608.282.6000

home-savings.com

On the Square

GS1729  01/29/2014

Chances are the older refrigerator or 
freezer in your basement or garage is 
running up your utility bill by an average 
of $150 a year. Recycle it, reduce your 
energy use and eep harmful materials out of land lls.  
We’ll pick it up for free, and you’ll pick up a $40 reward.

For a FREE pickup, call 1.855.398.5226 or visit  
focusonenergy.com/appliance.

Recycle your old refrigerator 
or freezer

GET
$40

FOR YOUR OLD
FRIDGE OR FREEZER

Continued on page 14 
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Save Your Th urs-
days for Central 
Cinema

Enjoy new fi lms and old 
favorites? Visit the Central 
Library most Th ursdays for 
fi lm showings on the big 
screen. Monthly fi lm series 
include:

CINESTHESIA, presented by Jason Fuhrman, shows 
noteworthy art fi lms, neglected masterpieces, and ob-
scure works.  First Th ursdays.
• April 2, 6:30 pm   LA HAINE (HATE) is a 1995 

French black-and-white fi lm by Mathieu Kassovitz. 
• May 7, 6:30 pm   THE LIMITS OF CONTROL 

a 2009 fi lm by Jim Jarmusch, starring Isaach De 
Bankolé

COMMUNITY CINEMA is a national civic engage-
ment initiative featuring today’s critical social issues. 
Second Th ursdays.
• No fi lm in April.
• May 14, 6:30 pm   LIMITED PARTNERSHIP  A 

fi lm by Th omas Miller & Kirk Marcolina. 

BAD CINEMA, presented by Michael Knutsen, ex-
plores the movies dismissed by others.
• No fi lm in April
• May 21, 6:30 pm   KRULL  British-American hero-

ic fantasy-science fi ction fi lm directed by Peter Yates 

LAKE FRONT ROW, presented by David Klein, fea-
tures the work of independent Wisconsin fi lmmakers. 
• No fi lm in April
• May 28, 6:30 pm   UW STUDENT FILMMAKER 

SHOWCASE  Th e latest and greatest from UW-
Madison’s student fi lmmakers. 

Madison Opera
Tuesday, April 14  7:00 pm
Join Madison Opera’s Kathryn Smith for talk about Th e 
Barber of Seville by Giaochino Rossini.  You will get a 
behind the scenes look at the music, the drama, the art-
ists, and the production.

A chaplain organizes many religious functions for all 
denominations.  An active resident association has es-
tablished 12 committees and another 12 fellowship in-
terest groups to keep things lively.  Small busses provide 
transportation to many functions as well as personal vis-
its for residents needing doctor or dental care.

An active Arts Committee oversees the three art galler-
ies, with changing exhibits every few months.  

Since Capitol Lakes is a CCRC (Continuous Care Re-
tirement Community), it is divided into three major 
units, Independent Living, Assisted Living and Nursing 
Care.  Residents can move from unit to unit as needed, 
and it’s all under one roof.  Th ere is indoor parking for 
the residents maintaining their own cars.

All in all, Capitol Lakes is a terrifi c place for retirement 
and appreciates Time Magazine’s listing as the best place 
for senior citizens to live in the United States.

VVisit www.8seasonsgrille.com tto view menu, specials,   
ccoming events, and more! 

33 S. Bassett Street  •  Madison    
Sadhana Wine Large Selection 

of Microbrews, 
Wines and Liquor 

From Around 
The World 

((608) 250--22389  

45 S. Bassett St.  Madison 
6608--8819--11082  

SS. Bassett & W. Main St.  

FFREE PARKING  
AAT 432 W. MAIN ST.  

A neighborhood 
Family Restaurant 

In Downtown 
Madison 

Best Place for Seniors, continued from page 13
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Moving for Mental Health
Chrysalis 4th Annual 5K Run/Walk & 
1 Mile Walk

Chrysalis created the Mov-
ing for Mental Health 

Run/Walk to increase aware-
ness of the benefi ts of physi-
cal health on mental wellness. 
According to research by the 
National Center for Health 

Statistics, “Physical activity enhances mental health in 
certain respects.” In their study, the level of physical ac-
tivity was shown to be positively associated with general 
well-being, lower levels of anxiety and depression, and 
positive mood.
• Sunday, May 3rd, 2015
• Registration 10:30am / Start 11:00am
• Tenney Park Pavilion / 402 N. Th ornton Ave.
• Featuring a beautiful route along the Yahara River 

Bike trail, free parking on-site, complimentary mas-
sages, celebratory snacks, screen-printed T-shirts.

• For more information visit: https://www.fi rstgiving.
com/51078/m4mh2015

WWW.XERLITHPRINTING.COM

YOUR

COLOR

PRINT

DESIGN

EXPERTS
131 W. Wilson St. - Madison • 608.257.8900 

Email: info@xerlithprinting.com

Free Pickup & Delivery

• Full Color Printing
• Brochures
• Letterhead
• Business Cards
• Postcards

• Envelopes
• Design Services
• Wide Format/Exhibit
• Boards
• Mailing Services

• Note Pads
• Logo Clothing
• High Volume Copying
• Web Design
• Premiums

53 farm profiles, CSA 
health insurance rebates, & 

how to choose a farm at
 www.csacoalition.org

info@csacoalition.org  •  (608) 226-0300

J o i n  a  C S A  F a r m !

FRESH, ORGANIC FOOD 
DELIVERED WEEKLY TO 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD! 

Madison BCycle Opens 2015 
Season with New Pricing

The Madison BCycle urban bike share system has 
launched its 2015 season.  Along with the signa-

ture red bikes, Madison BCycle rolls out new pricing 
options to make the system more accessible.

Walk-up customers can now check out a bike at any 
station, paying $3 for every 30 minutes of ride time. 
A $3 fee accrues each half-hour increment from check 
out until a bike is returned to any station in the sys-
tem. More frequent riders can still purchase a monthly 
auto-renewing or annual membership which allows un-
limited, free trips under 30 minutes, and usage fees of 
$3 each half-hour increment after, until the bike is re-
turned to any station.

“We want to keep things simple and encourage even 
more riders to go by BCycle,” notes Madison BCycle 
City Manager, Martha Laugen, “Th e $3 per 30 minute 
pricing is clear for customers unfamiliar with traditional 
bike share pricing. Th is way, kiosk users sign up at the 
station, choose a bike and are quickly on their way.”

Madison BCycle has continued to show record rider-
ship since its initial launch in 2011. In 2014 riders took 
over 104,000 total trips using the system, an average of 
400 checkouts per day from March through December. 
Th e BCycle network of stations grew to 39 locations, 
spanning from Olbrich Gardens to the new UW Health 
Digestive Health Center on University Avenue. 

Th e 2015 season launch occurred on St. Patrick’s Day.  
To mark the event, BCycle introduced a uniquely green 
“Lucky BCycle” into the iconic red fl eet.  According to 
Laugen, “Bicycling is truly a green transportation op-
tion and we are pleased to see more residents and visi-
tors experience the benefi ts and fun of bike sharing.” 
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This capital crowns the cast iron col-
umn at the entrance to the Capital 

Tap Haus on State Street.

The name of the manufacturer appears at 
the base of many of the cast iron elements 
on the Argus building, home to the Argus 

Bar & Grill and Francisco’s Cantina.

Both sides of the entryway to Francis-
co’s Cantina on E. Main Street feature 

decorated cast iron columns.


