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Modernization
By Jeff  Vercauteren, President, CNI

This is an exciting time for Capitol Neighborhoods! 
After several months of behind the scenes work, 

we are in the process of rolling out our new website 
and electronic membership system. Th is is 
the culmination of an eff ort we started over a 
year ago to explore how to better communi-
cate with our members and the general public, 
how to improve the effi  ciency of our organiza-
tion, and how to save money in the process.

Th e website has been completely revamped 
thanks to the hard work of Davy Mayer and 
Zark Labs. Th e original Capitol Neighbor-
hoods website was designed in the early 2000s and had 
not received any major updates in a number of years. 
Th e new website is designed to contain more up-to-date 
information that is easier to fi nd, integrates a member-
ship and donation platform directly within the website, 
and is capable of syncing with social media and other 
external websites.

Th e electronic membership system is completely new 
and utilizes the membership platform Wild Apricot, 
which is a popular tool for non-profi t organizations. 
Scott Kolar has done a tremendous job setting up the 
new system and transitioning our existing membership 
data into the system. Th e new system makes it much 
easier for members to join and renew, and also makes it 
more effi  cient and cost-eff ective for the organization to 

manage its membership database.

If you haven’t already seen the new website, please log 
on to www.capitolneighborhoods.org to view 
it. Take a look around and  let us know if you 
have any comments or suggestions. You may 
already have received a membership renewal 
notice for the new electronic system. We plan 
to continue sending out paper renewal notices 
by mail for the fi rst year to help with the tran-
sition. A huge thank you to Ilse Hecht who 
has managed our paper membership system 
for many years and is helping with our transi-

tion to the new system.

Also, thank you to our Finance Committee for oversee-
ing this transition and providing invaluable comments 
and suggestions along the way, especially to our Trea-
surer, Adam Plotkin, and members Jonathan Cooper, 
Dan O’Brien, and Mike Queensland.

Th e new website and membership system will allow us 
to modernize the way we operate and communicate as 
an organization and make sure that we continue to stay 
connected, especially in terms of reaching new mem-
bers. Th is is a great time to invite your neighbors to join 
Capitol Neighborhoods using our new online system. 
Please pass along the website link to them and encour-
age them to join!
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Tenny Park Restoration
By Mayor Paul Soglin

We are all very aware of the construction work 
that has been underway on Johnson Street, but I 

wanted to give you an update of the work that is being 
done at Tenney Park as well.  From the bike path to the 

shoreline restoration of the Ten-
ney Lagoon, the improvements 
will make it an even better desti-
nation for residents and visitors.

Th e Tenney Park bike path that 
parallels Johnson Street is in poor 
condition and will be reconstruct-
ed as part of the overall 2015 proj-
ect.  Th e path will be widened, 

there will be additional LED lights, and the path will be 
reopened in time for the beginning of school.   

Th e Tenney Lagoon is also getting a facelift as 
much of the shoreline around it, along both the 
mainland and the island, shows signs of insta-
bility and erosion.   Th e erosion is the result of 
several factors, the most signifi cant of which are 
non-cohesive soils, insuffi  cient root mass, and 
muskrat damage. 

Th is project will stabilize the banks via 
two methods: vegetated buff ers, or a 
thick planting on the shore and coir logs, 
which are densely packed fi ver logs used 
to stabilize eroding bands.  In some ar-
eas, the installation of these stabilization 
methods will be coordinated with inva-
sive brush removal.  Th is brush removal 
will help stabilize the shoreline as well as 
improve native habitat.  Be forewarned 
though, the shoreline will not look the 
same.

Th ere will also be some tree removal spe-
cifi cally for three reasons, shoreline work, 
bike path reconstruction and of course 
ash removal.  Th e most signifi cant of 
these is due to Emerald Ash Borer.   Staff  

will replace the trees with a more sustainable variety as 
soon as possible.

While we look forward to the completed changes, there 
will be some impacts on visitors during the work this 
summer.  Th e shelter will not be available for reserva-
tions, the bike path will be detoured and there will be 
no access to the island while the shoreline work is un-
derway.  Th e lagoon will also be drained during the sta-
bilization.

Th anks for your patience while the work is underway.  
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Th e Dane County Way
By Dane County Executive Joe Parisi

As State lawmakers fi nish up work on the Wisconsin 
budget, they would benefi t from looking  to Dane 

County as a model for solutions, rather than hampering 
our ability to continue our successes. 

In Dane County we are doing 
many things right. Th e facts 
speak for themselves:

We are the  most eff ective job 
creator among Wisconsin’s 72 
Counties, 56.9% of all the new 
private sector jobs created in 
Wisconsin between 2003 and 

2013, happened in Dane County.  Th e nearly 20,000 
new jobs added here over that decade is three times 
greater than the next closest county.  

Th rough 2003-2013, 76% of the state’s average month-
ly employment increase occurred in Dane County. 
Dane consistently has the lowest unemployment rate in 
the state.

We are the fastest growing Wisconsin county,  70% 
of the state’s net population growth is Dane County.  
20,000 of the 28,000 new residents added statewide be-
tween 2008 and 2012, came to Dane County.  

We are a national agricultural leader, Dane County  
agriculture accounts for over $3.4 billion in econom-
ic activity, over 17,000 jobs, and $1.3 billion in total 
income.  Out of the more than 3,000 counties in the 
United States, Dane County ranks 27th nationally in 
dairy production.

Moreover, we are an elite tourism destination, Dane 
County experienced a 6.2% increase in direct visitor 
spending from tourism in 2014, totaling $1.8 billion.

 Th e people  of Dane County know their communi-
ties, farms, lakes, and businesses and we don’t need the 
heavy hand of state government telling us what our 

county should look like, and how and where we should 
do things.  

More people, jobs, and businesses are coming to Dane 
County than anywhere else.  What this community has 
accomplished is a template to emulate, not something 
to tear apart out of petty partisanship.  

Instead of messing with success, if this legislature actu-
ally wants to bring more businesses, jobs, and people, to 
Wisconsin - - it may want to take a page from what we 
like to call ‘Th e Dane County Way.’

When it comes to vibrant, sustained economic growth, 
what state government aspires to accomplish and talks 
about doing, Dane County has, and continues, to lead 
the way.

 

Furthering SELF-ESPRESSION, HEALING, and PERSONAL GROWTH 
Treating PHYSICAL, NEUROLOGICAL, EMOTIONAL and SOCIAL issues 

Board certified and state licensed dance/movement therapists.

       ( 6 0 8 )  2 5 1 - 0 9 0 8  
h a n c o c k c e n t e r . n e t 

16 North Hancock St., Downtown Madison, WI



PAGE 4 CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOODS, INC.

August - September, 2015 Volume 21, Number 4

Republicans’ Destructive 
State Budget
By Representative Chris Taylor

After nearly fi ve months of budget deliberations by 
the Legislature, Governor Walker recently signed 

the 2015-17 state budget into law.  And let me tell you, 
as I observed fi rst hand as the ranking Assembly Demo-

crat on the Joint Finance Commit-
tee (JFC), this budget is as much 
of a mess as when the Governor in-
troduced it back in February.  Al-
though my Democratic colleagues 
and I tried to do everything we 
could to fi x this budget, including 
proposing adequate funding for 
our K-12 public schools, restoring 
the proposed cuts to our stellar 

UW system, and maintaining critical scientists at the 
Department of Natural Resources and other environ-
mental programs, our eff orts were rebuff ed.  

Unfortunately for us all, Republicans passed one of the 
most destructive budgets in recent memory.

We’ve heard from Governor Walker and his allies that 
they’re reformers.  But really, this budget is about de-
stroying so many of the programs and investments that 
have made our state great.  Budgets are all about choic-
es – and the choices made by the GOP show whose 
side they are on, and it is not the side of the Wisconsin 
people.

In this budget, Republicans once again chose to not  ad-
equately fund public education.  Instead, they priori-
tized siphoning off  millions of dollars from our public 
schools to subsidize private school tuition and indepen-
dent charter schools.  All while giving more tax cuts 
to wealthy families while slashing our UW System by 
nearly $250 million – which we recently learned UW-
Madison will be bearing the brunt of by nearly 50 per-
cent.  

In this budget, Republicans chose to denigrate our en-
vironment.  Th ey cut the Stewardship program by mil-

lions, fi red scientists at the Bureau of Science Services, 
all while doing away with critical shoreland zoning pro-
tections that were created by individual communities 
after years of cooperation between stakeholders.

In this budget, Republicans chose to tinker with our 
nationally renowned model for long term care.  Despite 
pleas from over a dozen advocacy groups who were col-
lectively opposed to any changes to current law, Repub-
licans moved ahead with their plans to dismantle our 
regional long term care system, including the popular 
IRIS which will create more uncertainty for families.

Th e commonality of these choices is clear = they do 
not help the people of this state.  Th ey destroyed well 
respected programs and traditions that Wisconsin is 
known for and that Wisconsinites love.  

I will continue to fi ght for the Wisconsin that we can 
be.  I do believe that on the horizon is change—and a 
return to a progressive policy tradition of creating op-
portunities for the people of our state.  

Landmarks Ordinance
By Alder Marsha Rummel

The Ad Hoc Landmarks Ordinance Review Com-
mittee (LORC), composed of Alders Bidar, Clear, 

King, Rummel, and Schmidt, has completed the “phase 
1” rewrite of the Landmarks ordinance.  It will be ap-
proved at the Common Council on July 21.  

Th e Landmarks ordinance review process started four 
years ago to clarify and improve the ordinance.  Th e 

Landmarks Commission 
spent the last 3 years crafting 
a draft.  At the initiative of Al-
ders Bidar, Zellers and myself 
we introduced a resolution in 
May 2014 to create LORC to 
review the procedures (phase 
1) and the standards for each 
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Continued on page 7 

Services Available For Our 
Downtown Neighbors
By Mary M. Kolar, District 1, Dane County Supervisor

At the July 13th Basset Neighborhood meeting, I had 
the pleasure of joining Alder Mike Verveer as we 

answered questions about services available downtown 
for the homeless.  We provided more details about a po-

tential move of the Porchlight 
men’s overnight shelter cur-
rently operated out of Grace 
Episcopal Church on West 
Washington Avenue.  Th e 
evening gave Alder Verveer, 
Steve Schooler, Executive Di-
rector of Porchlight, and me 
a chance to answer questions 
about the diff erent services 

available for those who need help to get off  the street 
and toward a better, healthier life.

Many Basset and surrounding neighborhood residents 
came to the meeting to ask questions about the poten-
tial move of the shelter that has been serving home-
less men in downtown Madison for almost 3 decades.  
Many had learned of the potential move through a 
newspaper article that named the city building at the 
corner of Fairchild and Doty as a site being considered 
for the relocation.  While the shelter move to Fairchild 
is far from defi nite, the meeting, with nearly 100 people 
present, served to help everyone learn more about avail-
able homeless services.

Th ere were many other agenda items that evening so 
we had to conclude the discussion to get on to other 
items.  Th is is why I proposed to CNI President Jeff  
Vercauteren that a CNI program be dedicated exclu-
sively to the topic of homeless services that are available 
in downtown Madison.  I hope you will be able to at-
tend the now “Isthmus Neighborhoods” program that 
is scheduled for 7 PM August 26th in the Grand Hall at 
Capitol Lakes, 333 West Main Street. 

of the city’s fi ve historic districts (phase 2).  LORC spent 
the last year reviewing the procedural section of the or-
dinance and  received testimony from preservationists, 
the development and  business community, interested 
alders and others as we revised the ordinance. 

Th e new ordinance will be housed in Chapter 41, in-
stead of 33.19, to make it more fi ndable. Th e major 
changes in the ordinance include a defi nitions section, 
an enhanced section on obligation to maintain historic 
resources and a clearer defi nition of demolition by ne-
glect. Also new is a revised variance section that allows 
for economic hardship under certain conditions and the 
public interest. Finally the appeal section has been clari-
fi ed and simplifi ed. Th e Common Council can modify 
or reverse a Landmarks decision with a 2/3 vote if it 
fi nds the applicable standards were not applied cor-
rectly.

“Phase 2” will consist of rewriting the historic district 
standards for each of the fi ve historic districts. Th is will 
include a public input process for each district. Th e pro-
cess will start with the Landmarks Commission and then 
drafts will be reviewed by LORC.  Phase 1 will become 
the primary  procedural framework and  will  function 
along with the existing historic district standards.   In 
cases of confl icts between the two there is a section that 
defi nes how those should be resolved.

Participation from the Madison Alliance for Historic 
Preservation, the Madison Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion, representatives of the development community, 
DMI, aff ected neighborhood associations and interested 
residents has resulted in an ordinance that incorporates 
best practices from around the country. It is the hope 
that this new ordinance will protect our historic assets 
for future generations and provide a regulatory frame-
work that provides the certainty that current property 
owners have requested when they purchase or reinvest 
in historic properties.
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SEPT. 25, 26, 27  
Tchaikovsky’s Fourth  
BEETHOVEN • COPLAND 
TCHAIKOVSKY

OCT. 16, 17, 18  
James Ehnes, Violin
HAYDN • BRUCH
RACHMANINOFF

NOV. 20, 21, 22
Sara Sant’Ambrogio, Cello
RAVEL • SAINT-SAËNS • BERLIOZ  

DEC. 4, 5, 6
A Madison Symphony Christmas 
Madison Symphony Chorus 
Madison Youth Choirs
Mt. Zion Gospel Choir

FEB. 12, 13, 14
Alina Ibragimova, Violin
TCHAIKOVSKY • RAVEL
BEETHOVEN 

MAR. 11, 12, 13
Emanuel Ax,  Piano
KABALEVSKY • FRANCK
STRAUSS  • MAHLER  

APR. 1, 2, 3
Garrick Ohlsson,  Piano
STUCKY • STRAUSS  • BRAHMS

APR. 29, 30, MAY 1  
Carmina Burana
Madison Symphony Chorus  
RESPIGHI • ORFF

NEW SUBSCRIBERS 
RECEIVE UP TO 50% OFF

Subscribe or request a brochure at madisonsymphony.org or call (608) 257-3734.

by our new 
Season 2015-16
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Th e men’s shelter is just one of the many services that 
currently exist downtown.  In addition to Porchlight 
shelters and housing units, many churches, other non-
profi t, and government agencies assist the homeless 
with everything from meals, showers, computers, coun-
seling, to employment opportunities.  Many are in loca-
tions in our neighborhoods.  Th ere is potential for more 
including a Day Resource Center.

On July 16th, the Dane County Board of Supervisors 
unanimously approved a resolution adding an addi-
tional $2 million to the 2015 budget to acquire a prop-
erty to serve as a daytime shelter and service center for 
the area’s homeless.  Th e resolution also called for the 
county to work with private nonprofi t organizations, 
the faith community, the City of Madison and other 
local governments to develop a collaborative approach 
to fi nd an appropriate site.  Attending the August 26th 
program is a good time to learn about the services that 
will be available at a Day Resource Center likely to be 
located downtown.

Educate Yourself On Th e 
Yahara Lakes
Clean Lakes Alliance hosts monthly 
lake science café

For over two years now, Clean Lakes Alliance has 
partnered with the Nelson Institute for Environ-

mental Studies to invite experts to speak about the 
science behind relevant and interesting issues that im-
pact the lakes. Th e talks are held at Th e Edgewater and 
scheduled for the second Th ursday of every month ex-
cept December, and deal with topics such as algae, in-
vasive species and urban stormwater.

David Schroder, volunteer monitor for Clean Lakes Al-
liance, thinks that more people should come. “Every 
Dane County resident should attend at least one Yahara 
Lakes 101 talk,” shared Schroder. “Th ere’s so much go-
ing on and so much to learn about our lakes.”

Yahara Lakes 101 events are free for Friends of Clean 
Lakes ($35 minimum donation per year) or $10 per 
talk. Doors open at 7:30 a.m. and the presentation 
runs from 8 to 9 a.m. Registration includes free park-
ing, complimentary coff ee, pastries, fruit and, of course, 
lake views. 

2015 speaker line-up:
• Th ursday, August 13 - “Underwater Weeds: Weird 

Plants in Wisconsin Lakes” (Alison Mikulyuk)
• Th ursday, September 10 - “Carried Away: Stream 

Flow and Nutrient Transport to the Lakes” (Todd 
Stuntebeck)

• Th ursday, October 8 - “Saving Our Urban Storm-
water: Th e Role of Stormwater Management” (Rog-
er Bannerman)

• Th urs., November 12 - “LakeForecast.org: All Eyes 
on Lake Water Quality” (Clean Lakes Alliance staff )

• 
Register online at: http://bit.ly/yl101cafe, or call Clean 
Lakes Alliance at (608) 255-1000.

The 2015 series is supported by a grant from the Evjue Founda-
tion and presenting sponsor First Weber Foundation, with host-
ing sponsor The Edgewater and media partner The Isthmus.

 

 

SSadhana    
Large Selection of 

Microbrews, Wines & Liquor 
From Around The World 

506 W. Main St., Madison 53703 

WINE SHOP 

608-250-2389 
40 S. Bassett Street 

Visit our New location. 
Moved to a larger store at 
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New and Renewed Members of Capitol Neighborhoods
May - June, 2015

Rick Berry
Chelcy Bowles
Alison Bozile
Brent Bozile

Michael K. Bridgeman
Ken Chraca

Barbara Gerlach
Chet Gerlach

Dolores Gohdes

Paul Gohdes
Ana Hooker
Ryan Huber

Vince Jenkins
Tony Koblinski
Stefanie Moritz

Bill Peden
Carol Poore
John Schauf

Susan Schauf
Clare Schulz

Th omas L Sieger
Nicole Suri
Rajan Suri

Hal Winsborough
Shirley Winsborough

Capitol Neighborhoods is a 501(c)(3) organization.  Membership fees and all donations are tax deductible.
Join or renew your membership online!  Go to www.capitolneighborhoods.org/membership

We Appreciate Our Business Members

Th ank you for your support!

Bert Stitt & Associates
Capitol Centre Market

CMI Management, LLC
Dines Incorporated

Madison Opera
MGE

Patrick Marsden - State Farm Insurance
Th e Great Dane Pub

Donate to Capitol Neighborhoods
Help CNI continue to improve the experience of residing in Madison’s vibrant downtown.  All contributions are tax de-
ductible.  Donate online at www.capitolneighborhoods.org/membership/donate.html or make your check payable to 
Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc. and mail to: Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc.

P.O. Box 2613
Madison, WI 53701-2613
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Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc. 

Downtown Dialogue
August - September 2015

Volume 21, Number 4

Editor, Scott Kolar
Assistant Editor, Jane Richard

Distribution, Ilse Hecht, Adam Plotkin, 
Contact us at info@capitolneighborhoods.org

For more information visit our website at
www.capitolneighborhoods.org

Executive Council

Offi  cers
President, Jeff  Vercauteren
Vice President, Michael Queensland
Secretary, Dan O’Brien
Treasurer, Adam Plotkin

District Representatives
Bassett District

Jonathan Cooper, Chair
Samantha Negrin
Peter Ostlind
Jeff  Vercauteren

First Settlement District
Jim Skrentny, Chair
Dan O’Brien

James Madison Park District
Cliff  Fisher
Lupe Montes Tydrich
Michael Queensland

Mansion Hill District
Eugene Devitt, Chair
Franny Ingebritson
Fred Mohs

Miffl  in District
Tim Kamps, Chair
Adam Brabender
Rick Broughman
Larry Warman

Committee Chairs
Finance, Adam Plotkin
Development Review Oversight, Open
Membership/Media/Development, Open
Physical Linkages, Davy Mayer
Policy, Jeff  Vercauteren
Programs, Open

Past Presidents
Adam Plotkin, Bert Stitt, Ledell Zellers, Davy Mayer

Alderpersons
Ledell Zellers, Alder 2nd District
district2@cityofmadison.com 
Mike Verveer, Alder 4th District
district4@cityofmadison.com
Marsha Rummel, Alder 6th District
district6@cityofmadison.com

At the Madison Senior Center
Meet the Author:  Allen Ruff  - Join the author of Save Me, Julie 
Kogon on Tuesday, August 11 at 1p.m.  For over 70 years, Harry 
Rabin “danced to his own tune” in New Haven’s ethnic working-
class streets.  Stumbling at times, he followed that tune to the pain, 
joy, and astonishment of others.  As his 3 sons prepare to bury 
him, they try to make sense of “the ol’ man’s” last words, “Save me, 
Julie, save me.” To Harry’s friends, the remarks are a shared secret 
that captures Harry’s lifelong dance.  Ruff ’s novel is a captivat-
ing multi-generational tale of love, loss, betrayal and discovery in 
New Haven’s gritty Legion Ave. Jewish neighborhood.  Ruff  writes 
with humor and delights with rich descriptions of meals, neigh-
borhoods and life in the 50’s and 60’s.

Stepping On - Th is is a safe and eff ective falls prevention program 
that you won’t want to miss. It builds confi dence and increases 
your awareness of risks. Th is is a Stanford University curriculum, 
run by medically trained leaders.  Guest speakers discuss the roles 
that vision and medication play in falls. Class runs on Tuesdays, 
August 4 – September 15, 9 – 11 am. Th e $35 fee includes instruc-
tion, materials and snacks. Made available with support from Safe 
Communities.  Call 266-6581 to register. 

Understanding Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia - Learn how 
these diseases aff ect you and your loved ones. Join Tanya Sutton 
and Marion Chapin on Tuesday, August 11 at 10 am to under-
stand the signs and the best care options. Call 266-6581 to register. 

Long Term Care: Missing Link in Your Financial Plan - Join 
Gary Praznik from HealthChoice on Tuesday, August 11 at 10 am 
to learn how a long-term care plan provides protection. Have you 
protected your income and retirement?  Th ere will be time before 
and after the presentation for individual questions. Call 266-6581 
to register.

Sleeping Concerns - Th ere are many reasons for poor sleeping 
patterns and sleep disturbances.  Learn about these and diagnoses 
directly related to sleeping from an expert at Home Health United 
on Tuesday, August 18 at 10 am.  Call 266-6581 to register. 

Fitness & Movement - Who doesn’t have 4 minutes to spare for 
their health?  Learn how getting out of your chair and moving for 
as little as 4 minutes a day can help your body fi ght heart disease, 
cancer, and many other debilitating diseases currently plaguing our 
country with Dr. Nye DC’s popular workshop on Th ursday, Au-
gust 20 at 12:15 pm.  Call 266-6581 to register.
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Is Madison’s Water 
Supply Sustainable?
From the Madison Water Utility

It’s not common knowledge that Madison, often 
called the City of Four Lakes, actually gets its drink-

ing water from an aquifer. Th e vast deposit of saturated 
sandstone sits hundreds of feet below Madison, provid-
ing the city with more than 10 billion gallons of water 
every year.  “It’s a resource that we’re really blessed to 
have,” says Madison Water Utility water supply man-
ager Joe DeMorett.
 
But for how long? A recent study examining a decade’s 
worth of NASA data shows that 21 of the Earth’s 37 
largest aquifers are being depleted. DeMorett admits 
that for decades, Madison’s aquifer was in a similar situ-
ation – much more water was being taken out than was 
coming back in.

Madison currently has 22 municipal wells operating all 
across the city, but for more than sixty years, researchers 
have focused on one well in particular to monitor the 
aquifer. In a small room tucked away in the basement of 
Wisconsin’s capitol building sits a 141 year-old well that 
has never belonged to the city – it was installed to pro-
vide water and fi re protection solely to the statehouse. 
Th ese days, its old hand pump has stopped working and 
it doesn’t supply water to the capitol building anymore, 
but it does supply valuable data. Scientists from U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS) have been tracking the wa-
ter levels there for generations.  “Th ey were going to 
abandon it and the USGS stepped in and said, “No, 
we’ve got data back to the early 1900s, let’s keep it,” 
DeMorett explains.

Th e data show that water levels in that part of the aqui-
fer were on a decline from the 1950s to the late 1990s, 
dropping to a record depth of more than 130 feet in 
1998. To some extent, the decline mirrors Madison Wa-
ter Utility’s pumpage records, which show a steady in-
crease in the amount of water pumped from the aquifer 
during the same time period. But in 2001, that started 
to change. Pumpage dropped and the aquifer began to 
recharge.  “We’re getting back to where we were in 1950 

I think,” DeMorett says. “If you put something down 
the well’s bore hole, you’ll hit water at 90 to 95 feet.”
 
For DeMorett, the rebounding aquifer is great news, 
made even more impressive by the fact that Madison 
has 137,000 more people than it had in 1950. Despite 
the growing population, the water utility is pumping 
less water now than it has in decades. In 2014, its to-
tal annual pumpage was 10.6 billion gallons.  “Th e last 
time we pumped as little as 10.6 billion gallons was 
1969,” he points out, citing several reasons for the re-
cent turnaround. “I think it’s more effi  cient washing 
machines and toilets. And industry in Madison uses less 
water now too. It used to be a lot of water was used for 
cooling and now they have diff erent technologies.”
 
Madison Water Utility has also been working hard to 
encourage consumer conservation. Its popular Toilet 
Rebate Program has saved an estimated 1 billion gallons 
of water since 2009.  And in 2014, the utility launched 
its web-based conservation tool that allows customers 
to track their weekly, daily and even hourly water use 
online. MWU is the fi rst water utility in the Midwest 
to bring that kind of detailed usage data directly to cus-
tomers.  DeMorett says. “It seems like we’ve reversed 
course. But I think we have to keep a really good eye 
on it.

It’s hard to imagine running out of water in what has 
always been a water-rich city, but as global temperatures 
rise and weather patterns shift, Madison’s fortunes could 
change rapidly. DeMorett insists that’s why it’s critical 
to focus on conservation now as we look ahead to an 
uncertain future.  “As long as the climate stays the same 
we’ll probably be okay, but (he pauses), who knows?”

Track your water usage online & you 
could win an iPad!

MWU’s new online conservation tool doesn’t just let 
you view your water use, it lets you take control of your 
water use. Choose the number of gallons you want to 
use on a daily, weekly, or monthly basis. Go over that 
number, and you’ll get an email alert.  Set up a water 
usage alert and you’ll be automatically entered to win an 
iPad!  For more information go to http://www.cityof-
madison.com/water/sustainability
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Downtown Business
District News
By Mary Carbine, Madison’s Central Business Improve-
ment District (BID)

Th e BID’s “Top of State” outdoor event series contin-
ues where State Street meets the Capitol Square in Phi-
losophers’ Grove and 30 on the Square.  Events are free 
and open to the public. For weekly listings, check top-
of-state.com. Upcoming events include:
• Mad City Bazaar urban fl ea market, featuring arts, 

crafts, vintage and more, noon-6:00pm, Th ursdays, 
Aug. 6 and 20, and Sep. 3, 10, 17 and 24.

• Kids Day at Top of State, Fridays through Aug. 14, 
10am – noon.

• Ian’s Pizza Outdoor Open Mic, Tuesdays, 5:00-
7:00 pm through Sep. 29. 

• Artists in the Grove with Wheelhouse Studios: 
Decorate a Picture Frame, Aug. 25, 11:00 am – 
2:00 pm

• Wisconsin Author Series: Let’s Talk History! with 
the Wisconsin Historical Museum. “Studying Wis-
consin: Th e Life of Increase Lapham” with authors 
Martha Bergland and Paul G. Hayes, Th urs. Aug. 
27, 5:00-6:15pm 

A host of new businesses have opened downtown, with 
more anticipated in the fall.  Vom Fass opened in June 
at 127 State Street, off ering fresh, high-quality vin-
egars, oils and spirits, plus regular tasting events. Mr. 
Brews Taphouse and Dragonfl y Hot Yoga opened in 
the Ovation 309 luxury apartment building, with Tory 
Miller’s fourth restaurant, Estrellón, slated to open 
there this summer, featuring tapas-style dishes, house-
made charcuterie, and select cheeses and olives remi-
niscent to the traditional fare found on the streets of 
Spain.  Th e Winedown lounge, serving wine, beer, and 
cocktails in a relaxed atmosphere featuring local artists 
and musicians, opened at 118 State St. in July, as did 
HopCat Madison, featuring craft brews and food at 
222 W. Gorham St.  

Graft, a small plates restaurant inspired by wine and 
Midwest ingredients, planned a late July opening at 18 
N.  Carroll St. on the Capitol Square.  Executive Chef 

Phillip Rodriguez has worked in the kitchens of Rick 
Tramonto (Tru), Laurent Gras (L2O), Giuseppi Ten-
tori (GT Fish and Oyster) and Marcus Samuelsson (C-
House).  

Along with the opening of the Hub at Madison apart-
ments in mid-August on the 500 block of State St. 
comes a second downtown location for Colectivo Cof-
fee, plus planned opening of restaurants Naf Naf Grill 
(design-it-yourself falafel and shawarma), Goodness 
(serving “energy bowls” of tofu and veggies), Compa (a 
modern take on quick Mexican), and Glaze Teriyaki 
Grill (health-conscious “Seattle-style” teriyaki), with 
more businesses to be announced.

To keep up with downtown events and new businesses, 
stop by the Downtown Visitor Center at 452 State St., 
the Downtown Info Booth where State St. meets the 
Capitol Square, or see visitdowntownmadison.com. 
Staff ed by BID Information Ambassadors, the Visitor 
Center summer hours are Sun.-Th urs. 11am-5pm, Fri 
11am-6pm, and Sat 9am-6pm.  Info Booth hours are 
Mon.– Tues. 11am-2pm,  Wed.-Th urs. 11am-5pm, Fri. 
11am-6pm, Sat. 9am-6pm, and Sun. 11am- 5pm.
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Now & Th en
Heads and Beds
By Michael K. Bridgeman

The downtown landscape can change quickly in 
Madison. It was a little more than two years ago 

(April 21, 2013) that the Wisconsin State Journal re-
ported on “the most ambitious mixed-use project ever 
on State Street.” Today, Th e Hub is ready for occupancy 
at State and Frances Streets.

Th e University Inn, demolished in November of 2013, 
occupied the site for nearly 60 years, opening as the 
Town/Campus Motel in 1957. Th e word “motel” is 
important. After World War II the downtown hotel 
was being eclipsed by the roadside motel and by 1951, 
“motels had surpassed hotels as the leading suppliers 
of rooms” for U.S. travelers, writes John Margolies in 
“Home Away From Home.”

Th e Town/Campus Motel is more correctly classifi ed 
as a motor inn, a building of two or three stories dis-
tinct from the usually one-story motel. Motor inns of-
ten were built near freeways, airports and other heavily 
traveled corridors in metropolitan areas, though they 
quickly rose in or near downtowns, too.

Th e new Town/Campus Motel presented a decidedly 
contemporary design and low-rise profi le, markedly 

diff erent from Madison’s large established hotels: the 
Loraine, Belmont and Edgewater.

An ad in the 1957 telephone directory proclaimed the 
Town/Campus Motel as “Madison’s Newest and Most 
LUXURIOUS Accommodations.” It enjoyed a great lo-
cation between the UW campus and the state capitol, 
had adjacent free parking, and “telephone and free TV 
in every room.” Early occupants of the State Street com-
mercial spaces included a Toddle House Restaurant, a 
national chain with 24-hour service.

Th e new Hub on Campus Madison (the full name of 
the building) will have at least fi ve restaurants at street 
level and high-end amenities for those sleeping in its 
nearly 1,000 beds. In 1967 the Town/Campus Motel 
advertised 46 rooms. So while the numbers have grown 
exponentially in 50 years, it’s still about heads and beds.

Workers prepare The Hub for occupancy earlier this summer. 
The Frances Street side includes entries to the apartment tower 
and street-level retail space that wraps around to State Street.

Postcard for the Town/Campus Motel.  The motel sported con-
temporary design inside and outside. The rendering on this post-
card view shows a two-story motel though it appears that there 

were three fl oors from its beginning. 
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Continued on page 14

All of the Cool Companies Want 
to Live in All of the Cool Cities

The debate about whether or not urban downtowns 
are defi nitively back or not feels interminable. 

Some statistics tell the story that millennials are un-
doubtedly swearing off  adulthood in suburbia for ur-
ban lifestyles. Others point to downtowns in many Rust 
Belt cities that have yet to rebound.
Related Stories

While we’ve all dithered over what millennials are and 
aren’t doing for today’s cities, someone’s checked to see 
what America’s CEOs think.

A new report from anti-sprawl Smart Growth America 
and the real estate consultants at Cushman & Wakefi eld 
asked companies that have made the decision to relo-
cate downtown between 2010 and 2015 why they’ve 
made that choice, and how they might empower others 
to follow suit.

“We’re very interested in this trend, clearly, because we 
hear time and time again from our clients about the 
war for talent out there,” says Paula Munger, director 
of business line research at Cushman & Wakefi eld. “It’s 
an extremely diffi  cult and competitive environment for 
hiring and retaining talent.”

After conducting a survey of 500 companies and inter-
viewing executives at 45 of those businesses, they con-
cluded that talent attraction and retention is the most 
common reason that businesses have ultimately made 
their decision to move to a downtown.

“Our old headquarters was a liability in recruitment,” 
says Joel Reuter of Rolls-Royce in the report. “No one 
wanted to work at an offi  ce building that was built in 
the 1940s. … A lot of students coming out of engi-
neering school, they’re not looking for suburbia. Th ey’re 
looking for the downtown living environment.” Rolls-
Royce moved 2,500 employees to an offi  ce in down-
town Indianapolis in 2011.

Some of the themes that emerge in the report relate to 
the corporate desire to employ hip, young workers and 

to brand or rebrand their company cultures. Survey re-
spondents expressed that when they were performing 
site searches, they looked for locations that were “live/
work/play” neighborhoods, located near bars, restau-
rants and cafes.

Jessica Mitsch, from the Iron Yard code school in Dur-
ham, North Carolina, tells researchers that their cam-
pus has “got that kind of neighborhood-on-the-rise vibe 
that I think aligns really well from a tech startup brand 
standpoint.”

Architecture also plays a role. Many respondents men-
tion their hunt for an open-offi  ce feel — converted 
warehouses and lofts impress potential workers. In ad-
dition, they take advantage of a surplus of underutilized 
buildings that convey local heritage.

Th e report’s researchers measured how walkability, ac-
cess to public transit and biking shifted when these 
companies moved. Not all of the companies that they 
surveyed were relocated from a suburb. Some were relo-
cating from a diff erent area downtown or from another 
metro area. Even so, average scores for walkability in-
creased from 52 to 88, transit scores went up from 52 
to 79 and bike scores rose from 66 to 78.

“Twenty-fi ve years ago … when you wanted to know 
where offi  ces went, you basically said, ‘Where does the 
boss live,” says Chris Leinberger, president of Smart 
Growth America’s LOCUS coalition, “and the boss 
lived in drivable suburbs in what we called the ‘favored 
quarter’ — where all the rich, white folks lived.”

He says that the knowledge economy is responsible for 
the sea change that gives downtowns large and small a 
competitive advantage over car-oriented locations.

Not to be understated, the report also covers the rela-
tionship between businesses and governments. Some 
respondents mention fi nancial assistance in the form 
of tax breaks or relocation assistance. Others talk about 
the “good corporate citizenship” concept, and the feel-
ing that they are contributing to help a city rebound.

Th e president of the Fifth Th ird Bank in Detroit says 
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2 South Carroll St. 
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Chances are the older refrigerator or 
freezer in your basement or garage is 
running up your utility bill by an average 
of $150 a year. Recycle it, reduce your 
energy use and eep harmful materials out of land lls.  
We’ll pick it up for free, and you’ll pick up a $40 reward.

For a FREE pickup, call 1.855.398.5226 or visit  
focusonenergy.com/appliance.

Recycle your old refrigerator 
or freezer

GET
$40

FOR YOUR OLD
FRIDGE OR FREEZER

that after weighing the costs and opportunities of re-
turning downtown during the midst of the city’s bank-
ruptcy crisis, they bet on the city’s long-term future, 
telling researchers, “We were the fi rst fi nancial institu-
tion to go back into the city when everyone else had 
been migrating to the suburbs. We saw it as a chance to 
help drive the revitalization of a major American city.”

Reprinted from Next City, https://nextcity.org/daily/entry/compa-
ny-headquarters-move-downtown-cities-jobs

Social Justice Center
Rummage for Justice!

The Social Justice Center’s fi rst rummage sale, 
“Rummage for Justice!” will be Saturday August 

22, 2015 from 10am – 5pm.  Th ere will be free refresh-
ments and hotdogs sold by Sanctuary along with a raffl  e 
for great prizes from local businesses. Th e Social Justice 
Center provides aff ordable offi  ce space to social justice 
oriented non-profi ts.  All proceeds raised will benefi t 
the Tenant Resource Center, Madison Community 
Cooperative, Dane County Time Bank, 
Sanctuary Storage, WYOU, Progressive 
Dane, VSA Wisconsin, and the Madi-
son Eastside Planning Council.  All un-
sold items will be donated to kick start 
the Mutual Aid Network swap shop – an 
honor-based trading system.

Seeking donations: Please donate gen-
tly used items. Drop off  donations at 
1202 Williamson St., Monday-Friday 
from 9am – 6pm.  We will also be doing 
a pick-up on August 8th.  To schedule a  
pick up, contact the Program Director, 
Cristina Lor, at sjcmadison@gmail.com.  
We cannot accept mattresses and cush-
ioned furniture.
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OutReach Pride Parade 
and Rally

OutReach LGBT Community Center is pleased to 
announce the second annual OutReach Pride Pa-

rade and Rally.

Scheduled for Sunday August 9th, this year’s event stag-
es in the 500 and 600 blocks of State Street at noon, 
kicks off  at 1 pm and travels up State Street to the Capi-
tol Square. Th e parade then circles the Square and ends 
with a rally on the Capitol steps at 2:30 pm.

Th e theme is: The ‘T’ is not silent....Respect Trans-
gender Lives!

Th is year marks the 42nd year of OutReach’s mission 
to promote equality and quality of life in the LGBT 
community.

Join OutReach as we kick off  a week of Pride celebra-
tions city wide. Visit www.lgbtoutreach.org  for parade/
rally details and a complete listing of PRIDE events.

Save Your Th ursdays 
for Central Cinema

Enjoy new fi lms and old 
favorites? Visit the Cen-

tral Library most Th ursdays 
for fi lm showings on the 
big screen. Monthly fi lm 
series include:

CINESTHESIA, presented 
by Jason Fuhrman, shows noteworthy art fi lms, neglect-
ed masterpieces, and obscure works by famous direc-
tors. First Th ursdays.
• August 6, 6:30 pm  FEAR AND LOATHING IN 

LAS VEGAS.   An oddball journalist and his psy-
chopathic lawyer travel to Las Vegas for a series of 
psychedelic escapades, based on the classic work by 
Hunter S Th ompson. Starring Johnny Depp and di-
rected by Terry Gilliam.

• September 3, 6:30 pm   ROSEMARY’S BABY. A 
young couple move into a new apartment, only to 
be surrounded by peculiar neighbors and occur-
rences. When the wife becomes mysteriously preg-
nant, paranoia over the safety of her unborn child 
begins controlling her life. Written and directed by 
Roman Polanski and based on the bestselling 1967 
novel by Ira Levin. 

BAD CINEMA, presented by Michael Knutsen, ex-
plores the movies dismissed by others because of what 
they failed to do instead of what they accidentally be-
came.   Th ird Th ursdays.
• August 20, 6:30 pm. THE GREEN SLIME.  Th is 

1968 science fi ction fl ick is about a giant asteroid 
that is heading toward Earth and the astronauts that 
disembark from a nearby space station to blow it 
up. Th e mission is successful, and they return to the 
station unknowingly bringing back a gooey green 
substance that mutates into one-eyed tentacled 
monsters that feed off  electricity.  Directed by Kinji 
Fukasaku.

• SPECIAL DATE THIS MONTH:  WED, Sep-
tember 23, 6:30 pm   DEATH WISH 3. Th is 1985 
action fi lm stars Charles Bronson as vigilante killer 
Paul Kersey. Architect/vigilante Paul Kersey arrives 
back in New York City and is forcibly recruited by a 

crooked police detective to fi ght street crime caused 
by a large gang terrorizing the neighborhoods. Di-
rected by Michael Winner.

COMMUNITY CINEMA is a national civic engage-
ment initiative featuring advance screenings from the 
Emmy Award-winning PBS series Independent Lens. 
Community Cinema brings communities together to 
learn, discuss and get involved in today’s critical social 
issues. Second Th ursdays.  Look for an announcement 
of the 2015-2016 Season, coming soon!

LAKE FRONT ROW, presented by David Klein, fea-
tures the work of one independent Wisconsin fi lm-
maker. Screenings range from collections of a director’s 
short fi lms to full-length pictures and will feature an 
appearance and after-show Q&A by the fi lmmaker.  
Fourth Th ursdays, every other month.  Stay tuned for 
announcements of this fall’s schedule!
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Capitol Neighborhoods Inc. Programs
Isthmus Neighborhoods Meeting

Homeless Services in Downtown Madison
Th e Grand Hall, Capitol Lakes, 333 West Main Street

Wednesday, August 26, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Capitol Neighborhoods, the Marquette Neighborhood Association, and the Tenney-Lapham Neighborhood As-
sociation welcome City of Madison Alders Rummel, Verveer, and Zellers and Dane County Supervisors Kolar and 
Wegleitner for a discussion of Dane County and City of Madison homeless services initiatives. Our downtown 
representatives will answer questions about the proposed relocation of the men’s overnight shelter and the pro-
posed new day resource center, including the current and potential locations for these and other services.

This year’s Arts Fair on the Square was very successful


