CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOODS, INC.

A Vision for the Capitol Square
By Jeff Vercauteren, President, CNI

T

he Capitol Square is the heart of our
downtown. As downtown residents, we
are fortunate to be able to access the square relatively easily and enjoy the experience of walking around the square, dining at any number
of establishments, and visiting locally owned
boutique stores.

the street. One idea being implemented in cities around the country is reverse angle parking, where cars back into angled parking spots,
providing drivers with better sight lines when
entering and leaving.

Restoring angle parking on one side of the
street around the Capitol Square would increase the number of available parking spaces
Over the next two years, the City of Madison
will undertake the reconstruction of the Capitol Square to provide easier access to businesses around the square.
in two phases. The first phase will involve the replace- Angle parking combined with two-way bicycle lanes
ment of the pavement and utilities on the north side (such as those on a number of the streets leading up to
the square) would also improve
of the square in 2016 and the
safety and traffic flow for drivers,
second phase will involve the recyclists and pedestrians.
placement of the pavement and
utilities on the south side of the
The downtown has experienced
square in 2017.
tremendous growth in recent
years and its popularity among
This project provides the city
residents, businesses and visitors
with an ideal opportunity to
continues to increase. Forwardthink about how traffic and
looking improvements to the
parking around the square can
Capitol Square such as increased
be reconfigured to best serve a
new generation of downtown
parking and improved bicycle access would support the continued
residents, businesses and visigrowth and vitality of downtown
tors. For much of its history, the
Madison and improve access to
Capitol Square included angle
the Capitol Square.
parking on one or both sides of
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and livability of the neighborhood’s public spaces such
as streetscapes, gateways, and neighborhood business
By Mayor Paul Soglin
areas. Projects and activities are generally high visibility,
capital projects that can be undertaken and completed
or those unfamiliar, applications are being ac- in a short period of time.
cepted for the Neighborhood Grant Program of
the City of Madison Planning Division. These grants Neighborhood Leadership and Capacity Building, or
help neighborhoods beautify gateways, create public projects/activities to improve the organizational capacgathering places, build leadership skills, or plan for the ity of neighborhood associations in addressing issues,
future. Since the program began improving conditions, and enhancing the quality of life
in 1999, it has helped neighbors within the neighborhood are also eligible. This category
take on some 300 projects realized is for neighborhood groups that have active associations
with over 20,000 volunteer hours. and leadership, and newly forming neighborhoodThe grant program has provided based organizations, or neighborhoods with little orgafunding but it is neighbors’ ideas, nizational structure or leadership.
determination, and pride that are
behind the successful projects now Grant applications are due on February 22, 2016 at
part of the Madison landscape.
4:30 pm. Questions can be directed to Linda Horvath,
Planning Division, lhorvath@cityofmadison.com, 608There is too much information to share in this brief col- 267-1131 .
umn but please check out the city website information
on the grants http://www.cityofmadison.com/dpced/
planning/neighborhood-grants/1576/

Neighborhood Grant Program

F

Here is some brief information on the grants. Eligible
applicants include Neighborhood Associations/Planning Councils. A neighborhood association or neighborhood-planning council is an organization officially
recognized as such by the City of Madison. Newly
forming neighborhood-based organizations may be eligible to apply but must
be authorized by the Planning Division
before applying.
A business association, an organization
constituted for the benefit of a neighborhood business district consisting of
at least four block faces is also eligible.
Projects/activities for these applicants
should ensure that business district and
neighborhood associations work together
to make neighborhood business districts
strong, healthy, and integral parts of their
neighborhoods.
Eligible projects and activities include
Community Enhancement - Projects/activities that will improve the appearance
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The Dane County Way
By Dane County Executive Joe Parisi

challenges head on. We will get there, and we will get
there together - with respect; with spirited debate, and
through partnering, together– the Dane County Way.

R

ecently, I signed my 2016 Budget for Dane County. My budget focuses on providing our critical
core services while expanding partnerships to better our
community.
My budget includes the strongest
efforts yet by Dane County to
address mental illness. I am expanding our mental health teams
to more schools across Dane
County in partnership with local
schools. Early intervention is key
to both preventing and knocking
down the barriers that come with
mental illness. I am also creating
Community Crisis Teams to help law enforcement respond to mental health crisis situations available 24/7.
My budget continues our commitment to cleaning up
our lakes through partnerships and conservation.
Homelessness is a complex problem that no one entity
can solve. We are continuing our work with the Homelessness Consortium and investing millions in direct
services to our homeless population. I am also doubling
our Eviction Prevention Fund which successfully kept
266 kids in their homes last year.
This budget furthers our work of criminal justice reform
by creating a “Re-entry Team” in our Dane County Jail.
We will assess inmates and make an individualized plan
for each inmate. A successful re-entry reduces their risk
of returning.
70 percent of Wisconsin’s population growth happens
in Dane County, as does 56% of Wisconsin’s
private sector job growth. We consistently have
the lowest rate of unemployment in the state.
We are a thriving, growing community, with
unlimited potential. While we are certainly
not without our growing pains, I am proud of
the manner in which our community faces its
www.capitolneighborhoods.org
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ress difficult in Washington. There is a lot more work
to be done. As we begin 2016, I will continue to fight
for the priorities important to Wisconsinites, including
raising the wages for hard working Americans, responBy Congressman Mark Pocan
sible investments in research and infrastructure, affordable and accessible education, a solid foundation for
ongress has a well-deserved reputation for gridlock retirement security and a constitutionally guaranteed
and inaction. It is my Wisconsin roots that have right to vote.
shown me how to make things work in this unworkable
Congress so I can accomplish things that matter to our While some successes have not been as far-reaching as
district.
I’ve wanted, I am working with my colleagues and making progress bit by bit, day by day. It is the best way I’ve
For example, late last year a bill I authored with Rep. found to bring Wisconsin values to the Beltway.
Mike Bishop (R-MI) to save
the Perkins Loan program, at
the request of UW students
and staff. With bipartisan
cooperation this bill finally
passed the Senate in December allowing this lifeline to
low and middle-income students trying to finance their By Representative Chris Taylor
education to continue to be
s your state representative, I work hard to promote
available.
and pass a proactive agenda that reflects our shared,
Recently I announced the creation of a bipartisan Con- progressive values. While there are many policies the
gressional Cooperative Business Caucus to promote political right and left do not agree on, I believe it is abgreater awareness of the business model and help poli- solutely critical for us to find compromise and work together on important issues where
cymakers enact co-op friendly legislation. Dane County
we are in agreement. That’s our
is home to 80 cooperatives -- the highest number of cojob!
ops per capita of any county in the country.

Bringing Wisconsin
Values to DC

C

Bipartisan Legislation
Advances

A

While heated rhetoric in Washington continues, public opinion has shifted on some key issues. For the first
time, Congressional Republicans supported a bill I introduced to ensure veterans who received less than honorable discharges because of who they love have their
records cleared and their honor restored.

While I may represent one of the
most Democratic districts in the
State Assembly, I am incredibly
proud of the bipartisan legislation
I have been able to advance this
session.

One of the most important bills I worked on this session is the infant safety seat legislation that I authored
with Rep. Amy Loudenbeck (R-Clinton) and Sen. Luther Olsen (R-Ripon). This legislation saves children’s
lives by bringing our outdated state law in line with
the medical community and safety experts who recommend infants should be rear-facing in their car seats unToxic partisanship and political games often make prog- til age 2. Research shows that children under the age of
2 simply do not have the muscle and skeletal strength
As many in our community celebrated the landmark
Supreme Court decision affirming marriage equality, I
was proud to introduce a bill to ensure that veterans
who receive anything less than honorable discharges because of who they love have their honor restored and
records cleared.
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to protect themselves from a serious head or neck injury
when forward-facing in their car seats in an accident.
This legislation passed committees in both the Senate
and Assembly and we are hopeful it will be scheduled
for a vote before the full Legislature!
Another bipartisan piece of legislation I am working on
this session is with Rep. Samantha Kerkman (R-Salem)
and requires manufacturers to place safety caps on liquid nicotine cartridges. Unlike traditional cigarettes,
electronic cigarettes are not regulated by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration. This lapse in regulation includes liquid nicotine, a key ingredient in electronic
cigarettes. This is problematic because liquid nicotine
is sold in colorful packages and comes in flavors like
gummy bear, cotton candy, bubble gum, cupcake, root
beer float and other flavors that appeal to young children. According to the American Association of Poison
Control Centers, the number of cases of liquid nicotine
poisoning has increased exponentially over the last four
years. As little as a teaspoon can kill a small child. This
legislation had a public hearing in the Assembly, and
I’m optimistic about its progress.

Finally, I’ve been working with Senate Majority Leader
Scott Fitzgerald (R-Juneau), Senate Minority Leader
Jennifer Shilling (D-La Crosse) and State Representative Joel Kleefisch (R-Oconomowoc) to pass an address confidentiality program which protects victims of
domestic abuse. Often referred to as “Safe-at-Home”
legislation, this bill allows victims of abuse, harassment
and stalking to establish a PO Box address through the
Department of Justice, instead of having to list use their
personal mailing address. Thirty four other states have
passed similar legislation and it is time we provide this
desperately needed relief to Wisconsinites.
So many of the bills I have introduced this session originated with ideas from my constituents. As always, if
you have an idea for legislation or have a question about
existing legislation please contact my office at 608-2665342 or by email at Rep.Taylor@legis.wi.gov

Music,
the food of love…
Feb. 12, 13, 14 • OVERTURE HALL
PETER ILYICH TCHAIKOVSKY
Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture

MAURICE RAVEL

Daphnis and Chloe Suite No. 2

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN

Alina Ibragimova
Violin
Daniel Hege
Guest Conductor

Violin Concerto

MAJOR FUNDING PROVIDED BY:
Irving and Dorothy Levy Family Foundation, Inc. • Johnson Bank • Cyrena and Lee Pondrom
ADDITIONAL FUNDING PROVIDED BY:
Madison Community Foundation • Gary and Lynn Mecklenburg • Wisconsin Arts Board

Buy Tickets Now!

madisonsymphony.org , the Overture Center Box Ofﬁce or (608) 258-4141.

www.capitolneighborhoods.org
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peers in the program? A partnership was developed
with the University of Wisconsin’s School of Human
Ecology Graduate Consulting Group and postdoctoral
researcher, Mariah Kornbluh, to evaluate the level of soBy Mary M. Kolar, District 1, Dane County Supervisor
cial networks created over a year’s time and the impact
these networks have on individuals and the program as
e see it all over the news: politicians courting a whole. The results of these findings are expected to be
the youth vote, social movements and nonprofits reported at the end of the program year.
run by Millennials, and an overall increase in the level
of social connectedness. Our We who support this program understand that investcountry’s youngest genera- ing in young people and fostering their leadership abiltions are rightfully demanding ity is ultimately investing in Dane County’s future. We
to be heard. This increase of are living in a time where there is a national increase in
the Millennial generation and young people’s interest in social issues and government.
younger voices is not some- It is in everyone’s best interest to support this trend. I
thing to fear; it is something have spent my career both before and during my time
to embrace and foster for the on the County Board mentoring our nation’s future
good of our community. By leaders. I know that the best leaders are those who
listening to what younger make sure that the issues they believe in will continue
people have to say, we are investing in our community’s to be fought for long after they step down. UW Extenfuture. This belief is shared and supported by Univer- sion’s Dane County Youth Governance Program is one
sity of Wisconsin Extension programs and particularly I strongly support. I look forward to seeing the future
through the Dane County Young Governance Pro- great accomplishment of the young people who have
gram. This program places Dane County youth in the participated in this Dane County government program.
six standing committees of the Dane County Board of
Supervisors.

Preparing Our Future
Leaders

W

The Dane County Youth Governance Program facilitates hearing the youth voice in local government and
provides leadership opportunities to Dane County High
Schoolers. Each Youth Governance Program member is
paired with a Board Supervisor who serves as a mentor
to the student for his or her entire year of service. The
current cohort of 14 high schoolers represent Verona,
Mount Horeb, Madison, Middleton, Mazomanie, Sun
Prairie, and Cottage Grove. They are learning about local government and bringing a youth voice to the table.
Dane County UW-Extension 4-H Youth Development
Staff facilitate this program each year. They provide support and education to enable the connections between
what students do in their committees and the real life
impact their decisions have throughout Dane County.

2IIHULQJD)XOO5DQJHRI
7UDGLWLRQDODQG+ROLVWLF9HWHULQDU\6HUYLFHV
IRU\RXUFDWGRJRURWKHUVPDOOPDPPDO
'U0HJDQ&DOGZHOO'U/LVD2OVRQ'U(ULFD+HOOHVWDG

63DUN6W0DGLVRQ:,
)$;ZZZZKROHSHWFOLQLFFRP

This year, the program is focused on the impact the
program has on the level of social connectedness and
social capital the participants make. For example, what
is the significance of their connections with adults and
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Hall. Other historic photos are scattered about the restaurant.

Now & Then
By Michael K. Bridgeman

A Cold-Weather History Walk Down
State Street

L

It’ short walk to the UW Credit Union at 662 State St.
to see five photos of buildings and student life as it used
to be. My favorite shows a student studying in the Law
Library’s old reading room with John Steuart Curry’s
mural “The Freeing of the Slaves” in the background.

ast year at this time I described indoor spaces that
display historic photographs of Madison. I offered
Just across Lake Street is the main entrance to the UW
it as an alternative tour, a way to see the old city by
Memorial Library where you may have to request a visiducking into warm spaces to get away from the cold.
tor pass to get beyond the entry desk. Turn left for the
circulation area and you’ll find delightful old photos of
I promised a second installment and this year’s tour
the building inside and out. Several show the Quonset
runs the length of State Street, from the Capitol Square
huts erected on the Library Mall in 1946 to handle the
to Library Mall.
post-war enrollment boom; they were removed in 1954
to make way for the freshly landscaped mall.
The first stop is 100 State St., now home to Ian’s Pizza.
To see historic photos of the building, use the entrance
Though I’m looking ahead to warmer weather, I’m also
at the Carroll Street corner which is the elevator lobby
plotting another cold-weather history tour.
for the offices above. The undated photos give a good
idea of how the building’s occupants have changed, including Keeley’s Place of Sweets and Collier’s Drugstore
when the building
opened in 1901 and a
later rooftop sign for
WISC radio (which
evolved into WISM
and WMGN).

Use the office entrance to 100
State St. to see pictures of the
building years ago

The next opportunity
to spot old photos is
four blocks west, beyond the borders of
Capitol
Neighborhoods and may require a break for coffee, tea or cocoa to
keep warm. When
you arrive at Potbelly
Sandwich Shop at 564
State St. , duck in to
see an eclectic collection of images, many
of them enlarged
postcard views including the Capitol, Science Hall and Bascom

Quonset huts that once stood on Library Mall are among the images at the circulation desk inside UW Memorial Library.

Sadhana
WINE SHOP

Large Selection of
Microbrews, Wines & Liquor
From Around The World

Visit our New location.
Moved to a larger store at

40 S. Bassett Street
506 W. Main St., Madison 53703

www.capitolneighborhoods.org

608-250-2389
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New and Renewed Members of Capitol Neighborhoods
Mary Elizabeth Allen
Waltraud A. Arts
Ellis Bauman
Susan J.M. Bauman
Maurice Better
Sybil Better
Diane Broughman
Rick Broughman
Jonathan Cooper
Dan Cornwell
Pat Cornwell
Bob Davenport
Ann J. Flynn
Susan Goldwomon

November - December, 2015
Roger (Jack) Hagen
Franny Ingebritson
Dr. Maryl Johnson
Craig Jolly
Michelle Jolly
David Knuti
Sigrid Knuti
Gregory Lawinger
Richard Linton
Patrick Marsden
Patrick Meehan
Wanda Meehan
Carol Milanich
Peter Ostlind

Neville Paul
Ralph Rabin
Jane Richard
Fred Risser
Steve Rubin
Ruth Sandor
John Schroeder
Mary Schroeder
Jim Skrentny
Anne N Stoelting
Danny A. Tzakis
Jeff Vercauteren
Alex Wagner
Arlene Zaucha

We Appreciate Our Business Members
Bert Stitt & Associates
Capitol Centre Market
CMI Management, LLC
Dines Incorporated

Madison Opera
MGE
Patrick Marsden - State Farm Insurance
The Great Dane Pub

Thank you for your support!
Donate to Capitol Neighborhoods
Help CNI continue to improve the experience of residing in Madison’s vibrant downtown. All contributions are tax deductible. Donate online at http://www.capitolneighborhoods.org/membership/donate/ or make your check payable
to Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc. and mail to:
Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc.
P.O. Box 2613
Madison, WI 53701-2613

Become a Member of Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc.!
Join online! Go to www.capitolneighborhoods.org/membership
Email: ____________________________________
Please include your email address. It is the most cost effective way of communicating with you.

Name: ___________________________________
Address: __________________________________
City: ______________ State: ____ Zip: ________
Phone: ___________________________________






Individual Membership: $20.00
Household Membership: $30.00
Student Membership: $10.00
Flex Membership: $10.00

 Additional donation to CNI: __________________
Please mail your completed membership form and payment to:
Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc.
P.O. Box 2613
Madison, WI 53701-2613

Learn how your business can support CNI. Contact us at info@capitolneighborhoods.org or visit our website.
Capitol Neighborhoods is a 501(c)(3) organization. Membership fees and all donations are tax deductible.
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Dane County UW-Extension
To Offer Spring 2016 “Green
Thumb Gardening” Class Series

Capitol Neighborhoods, Inc.

Downtown Dialogue
February - March 2016
Volume 22, Number 1
Editor, Scott Kolar
Assistant Editor, Jane Richard
Distribution, Ilse Hecht, Adam Plotkin,
Contact us at info@capitolneighborhoods.org
For more information visit our website at
www.capitolneighborhoods.org

T

he Dane County University of Wisconsin-Extension Horticulture Program will be offering classes for home and community gardeners in the spring of 2016.
The “Green Thumb Gardening” class
series will be taught by UW-Extension
educators, specialists, and local horticulture experts who offer in-depth and
accessible gardening information geared
towards everyone from the novice to the
experienced gardener. Whether building
healthy soil to controlling pests or producing a bountiful vegetable harvest, this gardening class series will
give the practical knowledge to keep home gardens thriving!
Classes will be held Thursdays, 6:30 – 9:00 pm, February 25 April 14, 2016 at the Dane County UW-Extension office (5201
Fen Oak Drive, Madison WI 53718). Register for the entire class
series at a discounted price or customize your education by registering for the classes of your choice.
Class Dates and Topics:
• February 25 – Soils & Composting (Joe Muellenberg & Lisa
Johnson)
• March 3 – Vegetable Garden Planning & Techniques (Claire
Strader)
• March 10 – Vegetables Families, Pests & Diseases (Joe Muellenberg & Lisa Johnson)
• March 17 – Native Plants for Gardens & Pollinators (Frank
Hassler)
• March 24 – Shrub Selection & Care (Lisa Johnson)
• March 31 – Wildlife in the Garden (David Drake)
• April 7 – Annuals & Perennials (Lisa Johnson)
• April 14 – Landscape Design (Ben Futa)
To register, please visit the Dane County UW-Extension website
at: http://dane.uwex.edu/horticulture/greenthumbclasses/
For
more information and registration questions, call Joe Muellenberg
at (608)224-3709.

Executive Council
Officers
President, Jeff Vercauteren
Vice President, Samantha Negrin
Secretary, Dan O’Brien
Treasurer, Adam Plotkin
District Representatives
Bassett District
Jonathan Cooper, Chair
Samantha Negrin
Peter Ostlind
Jeff Vercauteren
First Settlement District
Jim Skrentny, Chair
Dan O’Brien
James Madison Park District
Cliff Fisher
Lupe Montes Tydrich
Michael Queensland
Mansion Hill District
Eugene Devitt, Chair
Franny Ingebritson
Fred Mohs
Mifflin District
Tim Kamps, Chair
Adam Brabender
Rick Broughman
Larry Warman
Committee Chairs
Finance, Adam Plotkin
Development Review Oversight, Open
Membership/Media/Development, Open
Physical Linkages, Davy Mayer
Policy, Jeff Vercauteren
Programs, Open
Past Presidents
Adam Plotkin, Bert Stitt, Ledell Zellers, Davy Mayer
Elected Officials
Ledell Zellers, Alder 2nd District
district2@cityofmadison.com
Mike Verveer, Alder 4th District
district4@cityofmadison.com
Marsha Rummel, Alder 6th District
district6@cityofmadison.com
Mary Kolar, Dane County Supervisor, District 1
kolar.mary@countyofdane.com

www.capitolneighborhoods.org
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EPA Looks To Madison As
Leader On Lead Pipe Issue

Cantor, P.E., who worked on the city’s lead service issue
in the 1990s. “Madison’s name is batted around nationally whenever there’s a lead and copper discussion.”

From the Madison Water Utility

That’s because 15 years ago, Madison took an unusually
bold step – a step that so far, no other city has taken. In
ou can’t see it. You can’t taste it. But the impact of 2001, Madison Water Utility launched its Lead Service
lead in drinking water can be devastating.
Replacement Program aimed at physically replacing
every single known lead service pipe in the city, more
“Lead is a hidden contaminant,” says Madison Water than 8,000 in all. The landmark program would take 11
Utility water quality manager Joe Grande. “There’s a years to complete and cost $15.5 million. Now, as the
growing concern in the water industry … that we’ve EPA works to revise its 25 year-old Lead and Copper
been talking about lead for two decades now, and little Rule that regulates lead in drinking water, Cantor says
has happened from a lot of people’s perspective.”
Madison’s experience is a major part of the discussion.

Y

The problem of lead in drinking water stretches back
more than a century. Before the mid-twentieth century,
the pipes used to connect homes to water mains were
almost always made of lead (Madison ended the practice in 1928). Today, those old water pipes are known as
lead services, and they remain in use in just about every
major city. Every city, that is, except Madison.

“In the proposals for the new rule, there’s a focus on
everyone changing out lead service lines. I think that’s
good. They recognize that there are legal and sometimes
political barriers, and they’re going to work nationally
to find a way to get past them so that every system can
have this opportunity like Madison.” But other utilities are keenly aware that Madison’s success story almost
never happened.

“Madison is now the example of what to try and strive
for,” say chemist and independent consultant Abigail

Continued on next page

The Great Emanuel Ax
March 11, 12, 13 • OVERTURE HALL
DMITRY KABALEVSKY
Colas Breugnon Overture

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN

Piano Concerto No. 4

GUSTAV MAHLER

Symphony No. 4

Emanuel Ax
Piano
Alisa Jordheim
Soprano
John DeMain
Conductor

MAJOR FUNDING PROVIDED BY:
The Madison Concourse Hotel & Governor’s Club • Stephen Morton • University Research Park
UW Health & Unity Health Insurance • Marvin J. Levy
ADDITIONAL FUNDING PROVIDED BY:
James Gallegos and George Anglin • JP Cullen • Wisconsin Arts Board

Buy Tickets Now!
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ROAR. Locavore ROAR provides marketing, promotion and event implementation services for the local
food industry. Locavore ROAR is proud to have served
Madison area clients such as Food Fight Restaurant
Group, The Heritage Tavern, Fromagination, Beef N
s an experienced local marketing executive Tiffany Beaks Farm, Square Harvest and SuperCharge! Foods.
Kenney is proud to count some of the area’s finest Locavore ROAR helped launch “Epicurean Evening”
local businesses as her former clients and her current for Clean Wisconsin, “Hope for the Homeless” for
friends. A proud Madisonian for almost two decades Family Service Madison, “The Middleton Beer Festival”
Mrs. Kenney cannot wait to lead the Madison Central for Craftsman Table & Tap, “Sweet Revolutions” for
BID into the future.
Meals on Wheels and “YumYum Fest” for the Madison
Area Chefs Network.
Originally from a small Wisconsin town, Mrs. Kenney Mrs. Kenney volunteers her time for projects devoted
moved to Madison to attend to literacy, food accessibility, local food systems, and reUW Madison. After earn- cently served as the Chair to the Advisory Board for A
ing degrees in marketing and Fund For Women.
in public relations with an
emphasis on Women’s stud- Tiffany is married to Vincent Kenney, a longtime Madiies, she spent 7 years as the son resident. They live on the shore of Lake Monona,
Communications Director visit the farmers market regularly and are proud to call
for the Madison Area Builders Madison home.
Association. Public events such as the Home Products
Show and the Parade of Homes thrived while internal Reach Tiffany at tkenney@visitdowntownmadison.com
member and political communications created a strong or (608) 5121340.
influential organization under Mrs. Kenney’s direction.

Tiffany Kenney, New BID
Executive Director

A

An avid technology and trend follower, Mrs. Kenney
completed a certificate in Web page Development and
Design from UW Milwaukee. Her work developing
the websites and directories for the builders association Lead Pipe Issue, continued from previous page
led her to the opportunity to join the marketing team at Over the lead limit
Morgan Murphy Media Madison Magazine, WISC TV
3 and Channel3000.
In the early 1990s, Madison Water Utility was launching its first round of testing under the EPA’s new Lead
When a position was created at the local city magazine and Copper Rule. Samples were taken from kitchen
Madison Magazine she jumped at the chance to serve taps in older homes to check for lead that could be comas Marketing and Special Events Director for the award ing from aging water services. The results weren’t good
winning publication. The magazine soon became known – lead levels were just over the new federal limit.
for its special event and unique promotions. During her
time, Mrs. Kenney oversaw the marketing and imple- It was common knowledge in the water industry that
mentation of successful events such as Madison Restau- lead services could corrode, causing the dangerous
rant Week, the Best of Madison and the Madison Food heavy metal to show up in a home’s drinking water.
& Wine Show. After 8 years Mrs. Kenney left to form What wasn’t common knowledge was exactly how to
her own marketing company.
prevent it. Most water utilities turned to chemical additives prescribed under the Lead and Copper Rule.
In 2012, after more than 15 years of marketing and speContinued on page 13
cial event production, Mrs. Kenney opened Locavore
www.capitolneighborhoods.org

PAGE 11

February - March, 2016 Volume 22, Number 1

Are You Ready To Vote In
2016?
Voter ID is now required.

Note: If you have a driver’s license or ID from another
state you will have to give it up to obtain a Wisconsin ID. UW-Madison students can get a special free
ID for voting at the WisCard office at Union South.
UW-Madison students will also need to show proof of
enrollment at the polls.
Seniors and people with disabilities who vote by permanent absentee ballot are exempt from the voter photo
ID requirement. For more information see http://bringit.wisconsin.gov/are-there-exceptions-new-law.

I

f your address has changed since you last voted,
you will need to register to vote at your new address. You can register at your municipal clerk’s office,
with a Special Registration Deputy, or, if a Madison resident, at any Madison Public Library. Beginning twenty
days prior to an election you can only register at the
clerk’s office or at the polls on Election Day. Registering
early will save time on Election Day. You will need to
show proof of residence whenever you register.

Nursing home residents can be visited by a representative of their local clerk’s office. Check with care facility
staff or your municipal clerk. Nursing home residents
do not need a voter photo ID, as staff will vouch for
their identity.

Spring elections (County Board, Supreme Court Justice, Presidential primary, etc.) are February 16 and
April 5, 2016. Talk to your friends and neighbors. Make
sure every eligible Wisconsin voter has the documentaVoters are now required to show a photo ID when tion needed to vote!
voting. You can use a US Passport, a Wisconsin driver
license (DL), or a Wisconsin state ID card with expira- For more information about voting in Madison, go to
tion dates of November 4, 2014 or later. The address on the clerk’s office web site at
your photo ID does not have to be current. Out-of-state www.cityofmadison.com/election.
IDs are not acceptable.
League of Women Voters of Dane County
If you don’t have a Wisconsin DL or ID you can get a www.lwvdanecounty.org
free ID at the Division of Motor Vehicle offices (4802
Sheboygan Avenue or 2001 Bartillon Drive in Madison). If you are sixty or older and need a ride, contact
RSVP (in Madison call 608-441-7898). You will need
to bring:
• Proof of citizenship, name and date of birth (If your
name does not match your birth certificate bring
proof of name change. If you don’t have all the
proof you need, DMV will help verify your information.)
• Proof of Wisconsin residency
• Proof of identity
• Your Social Security number
For full details go to http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/
dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/id-card.aspx.

YOUR
COLOR
• Full Color Printing
• Brochures
• Letterhead
• Business Cards
• Postcards

• Envelopes
• Design Services
• Wide Format/Exhibit
• Boards
• Mailing Services

• Note Pads
• Logo Clothing
• High Volume Copying
• Web Design
• Premiums

Free Pickup & Delivery
131 W. Wilson St. - Madison • 608.257.8900
Email: info@xerlithprinting.com

WWW.XERLITHPRINTING.COM
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Glad To Be A Downtown
Neighbor
Stop by Yahara Lakes 101 and say hi to
Clean Lakes Alliance

•
•
•

Thursday, May 12 with Amy Barrilloux – Madison
Water Utility: water conservation
Thursday, June 9 with Becky Larson – Manure
management and water quality impacts
Thursday, July 14 with Jake Walsh – Aquatic invasive species and the aquatic food

Please register ahead at cleanlakesalliance.boldtypetickhose of us who live or work downtown know the ets.com. Registration includes free parking, complibenefits. Close to the University, the Capitol, State mentary coffee, pastries, fruit and, of course, unbeatStreet, and, of course, never far from the lakes. For sev- able views from the lake patio.
eral years now, Clean Lakes Alliance has been glad to be
a downtown neighbor, thanks to office space at Verex The 2016 series is produced in partnership with the Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies and presented
Plaza generously donated by Foley & Lardner, LLP.
by the First Weber Foundation, with hosting sponsor
We’d like to invite Downtown Dialogue readers to stop The Edgewater and media partner Isthmus Publishing.
by The Edgewater for our monthly science café series, For more information, call the Clean Lakes Alliance ofYahara Lakes 101, to learn from experts about the sci- fice at 608-255-1000.

T

ence behind issues that impact our lakes. We’d like to
see all our downtown neighbors there!
Clean Lakes Alliance is
a non-profit organization
working to protect our local
lakes, rivers and wetlands
in the Yahara watershed.
We’re located at 150 E. Gilman Street, suite 2600.

Talks are designed to be timely, relevant and accessible
to the average person. Topics range from algae and invasive species to flooding and urban stormwater, with
opportunities to ask questions and delve deeper into
these important topics... all critical to the health and
well-being of our city and our downtown.

Join us for a talk – and, if you get a chance, introduce
yourself to a staff member in a shirt with a logo. We Lead Pipe Issue, continued from page 11
ALWAYS love to talk about our lakes.
“The Lead and Copper Rule is written as if lead in the
water is a real simple thing. If you’re over the action
Yahara Lakes 101 – science café series
level, simply put in a chemical and you’ll be fine.” exDoors 7:30 a.m. Presentation 8-9 a.m. with Q&A to
plains Cantor. “I did some studies of Madison’s water
follow. The Edgewater, 1001 Wisconsin Place, Ballsystem to find a chemical that could be put in the water
room B. $10/talk or FREE to Friends of Clean Lakes
to control the lead. As far as anybody knew, that’s what
($35 min. donation/year). Second Thursday of the
you do. You’ve got to alter the chemistry of the water so
month except December
that the lead stops going in.”
Upcoming talks:
• Thursday, February 11 with Kathy Lake – Madison
Metropolitan Sewerage District: pollution prevention
• Thursday, March 10 with Dr. Steve Carpenter – Future of the Yahara Watershed
• Thursday, April 14 with Dr. Ken Potter – Climate
change, lake levels and flooding

But in Cantor’s tests, the recommended chemicals
didn’t work. She says some additives actually made the
problem worse. “I did all the tests that were prescribed.
I put the polyphosphate in the water and the lead was
four times higher than the treated water... I kept finding
my results being contrary to what the Lead and Copper

www.capitolneighborhoods.org

Continued on page 14
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the service line to the house was still made of lead, there
was little hope that it would make a difference when it
came to lead levels inside the home.

Lead Pipe Issue, continued from page 13

Rule was telling me to do”

It soon became clear to Cantor that there was only one
So Madison Water Utility needed action from the
real answer to Madison’s lead problem. She made her
Common Council. An ordinance would be necessary
recommendation to Madison Water Utility – all the
to require thousands of homeowners to replace lead serlead services in the city needed to be replaced.
vices on their sides as well. To lessen the financial burden for homeowners, the utility would pay for half the
Public pushback
cost of replacement up to $1,000. But that plan didn’t
sit well with the Public Service Commission of WisconCantor never dreamed that carrying out her recomContinued on next page
mendation would turn into a battle for Madison Water Utility that dragged on for years. The
first hurdle the utility faced came from
the EPA itself. “Basically the Lead and
Copper Rule says you must put some
kind of chemical in the water first.” The
DNR, which enforces EPA rules in Wisconsin, initially refused to let Madison
Water Utility replace the pipes. “Then
came years and years of discussion about
how Madison could skip the step of putting a chemical in the water.”

turn it down
when you’re not around

Then the utility faced another major hurdle – the services were technically private
property. Water service lines to people’s
homes are owned by the utility up to the
property line, from there to the house,
is the property owner’s responsibility. If

THINKING OF MOVING?
LIST YOUR HOME
WITH A PROFESSIONAL!

With over 12 years experience within the real
estate market, Joe has earned the reputation
of a seasoned agent. His knowledge of
marketing and internet savviness brings
buyers and sellers together in record time.
Make your home selling a pleasurable
experience and call Joe today!

Joe Drury

Save energy and money this winter. Turn back your
thermostat while asleep or at work. Each degree can
SAVEONYOURHEATINGBILL)FWEALLSETBACK WELL
SAVEENOUGHGASFOR HOMES"IGGERSETBACKS
save even more.
Visit mge.com/setback to calculate your savings or
call 252-7117.

Visit me at
MadisonHomeCenter.com
Call me at

213-3205

GS1181 01/08/2013
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Special Events!
Reducing Racism and Prejudice
Tuesday, February 9, 12 noon
Environmental Organizations
Equity Working Group and
Sustain Dane presents Markus
Brauer, UW-Madison professor for Social Psychology.
In 2015, 15 area environmental organizations discussed improving equity within our organizations
and programming. It was a fantastic opportunity to
come together and focus in on diversity and inclusion in the environmental movement. Join us for a
workshop aimed at Reducing Racism and Prejudice.
Our goal is to expose participants to effective racism/
prejudice reduction strategies that can be applied at
work.
Love Released Book Launch for Valentine’s Day
Saturday, February 13, 1:00 pm
Local authors Catrina J. Sparkman, Fabu, and Sherry
Lucille invite you to the Love Released Launch Party.
This Valentine’s Day weekend, join three dynamic
women writers as they read from their latest works
of poetry and fiction surrounding the theme of love.
Food, fun, music and more!

Central Library Tax Assistance

Lead Pipe Issue, continued from previous page

sin, which regulates how utilities can spend customer
dollars. “The Public Service Commission said that it
would set a precedent … that other utilities would have
to pay for private property upgrades,” Cantor recalls.
“They said no.”
The proposal was instantly met with criticism from the
public as well. Not only did many Madisonians feel that
public money shouldn’t be used to pay for private pipes,
some didn’t believe that a real public health risk from
lead services existed at all.
“Madison went down every right path”
In the spring of 2000, after months of wrangling, the
Common Council narrowly approved Madison Water
Utility’s Lead Service Replacement Program, the first of
its kind in the country. Replacement of lead service lines
was completed in 2012, it would be one of the crowning achievements of the utility. According to Grande,
the problem of lead in drinking water has been almost
completely eliminated in Madison because of the program. It’s something few other cities can say.
Now, as the EPA revises its Lead and Copper Rule,
Madison is one of a handful of cities that they’re looking to for information that might someday help others
dealing with lead.

Free assistance from VITA volunteers to help you fill
out and file your Federal and Wisconsin personal income taxes. Please call 266-6350 to make an appointment. Some situations are outside the scope of
the service--ask if in doubt.
Note: only Central Library dates are listed. Please see
http://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/special-series/
tax-assistance or call 266-6350 to find other dates and
locations.
• Saturday, 02/06/2016 - 9:00am - 1:00pm
• Saturday, 02/13/2016 - 9:00am - 1:00pm
• Saturday, 02/20/2016 - 9:00am - 1:00pm
• Saturday, 03/05/2016 - 9:00am - 1:00pm
Madison’s once-controversial Lead Service Replacement Program now becoming a model for other cities

www.capitolneighborhoods.org

PAGE 15

PRSRT STD.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
MADISON, WI

CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOODS
P.O. BOX 2613
MADISON, WI 53701
FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED

PERMIT NO. 535
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Learn how your business can support CNI. Contact us at info@capitolneighborhoods.org or visit our website.

Capitol Neighborhoods Inc. Programs
Candidates Forum
Dane County Supervisor, District 1
The Grand Hall, Capitol Lakes, 333 West Main St.
Wednesday, February 10, 7:00 p.m.
CNI is sponsoring a forum of the candidates running in the primary election for the Dane County Supervisor
District 1 seat. Come and hear their views on the issues of concern to the downtown. Moderated by Jeff Vercauteran, President, CNI.

Spring Elections Coming Up!
Tuesday February 16, 2016

Tuesday April 5, 2016

•
•

•
•
•

Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice, Primary
Dane County Supervisor, District 1, Primary

President of the United States, Primary
Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice
Dane County Supervisor, All Districts

Voter Photo ID rules are in effect! Are you ready?
Find out what you need to know about voter photo ID on page 12

